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To the Right Worſhipfull 
{ir Hierome Bowes Knight, 


all externall, and eternall 


happmneſſe. 


Hatſocuer my learning ; 
Wand indgement is, ſure! 


S2Fam it is the gift of God: 


KOEneric gift of God, the 


Ws =eiAmorcit 1s occnpied, the 
ESE AEMoOrcitisencreaſed:cuctt 
as fire the more it is blo- 

wen the brighter it burneth: or as a ſworde 
which the more it is fcowred themoreit 
pliſtereth-: or finally as corne, which the 


more itis grinded,the more flower ityecel- 
deth. Thepatable of the Talents infinua- 


ethnoleſſe. Idoubt not therefore butthat 
this my ſmalitalent put out vnto theexchi 
pers by his good grace vpon it, working itt 
the harts of thoſerhat DONE it, 94 
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of The Epiſtle 
bereturned tomy maſter with aduanrage. 


-The pittaunce of oyle ofthe widowe wo- 


mans remaining in hir pitcher, was ſoen- 
creaſed through the goodnefle of God, by 
the hand of his Prophet, as ſhe had nor on- 
ly ynough to ſupply hir daylic wants : but 
ſufhicientremayning,to make payment of 
her debts. The Lord our God hath rayſed 
vp aProphet from among our brethren, 
by whoſe bleffmg,I doe hope thatthislitle 
oyle of heauenlie knowledge, which God 
hath powred into the veſlell of my ſoule, 
ſhall recciue ſuch encreaſe,as beſides ſuffi- 
ciencic to ferue common needes, ſome- 
what ſhall redownd to diſcharge my iuſt 
debtes due toyouand others, Vherefore 
(right worthie Knight) take from my hids 
this deſerued labour by your kindneſſe vn- 
deſerued. It is moſt due ynto you, for ſun- 
dric duereſpects, For firſt the dedication of 
bookes to men of merite, hath bin a very 
ancient and common cuſtome, deducted 
from the practiſe of the primitiue church, 
and (ince by the ancient fathers & ſchool- 
men,andnowe bythe learned of ourtime 
and age put in common'vie. VVhat you 
merite of mee, 1ſparetoſhewe becauſel 
wouldenot bee thoughtto flatter you-and 


ths 


D edicatorie. 


therather becauſe yourreligious loue hath 
tbcene of late fo publiquelie ſignified, as it 
ſcemeth a thinge needleſſe by mee to bee 
rehearſed. In aword( good Knight)hI owe 
vnto you,as much as itis lawfull foraman 
roowe,and therefore entitle this treatiſe 
vnto you, in ſ{teed of a parcell of che zrand 
| Barrerages that are comming vnto you. 
Moreouer, if Saint Iohn did not amiſſein , , , 
ſuperſcribing his ſecond epiltie which hee 3.zobn, 
made, to hisele& Ladie, and histhirde e- 
i(ſtle,vnto his beloued Gaius: I cannot be 
Lind for conſecrating theſe the fruites 
* Fofmy ſtudies to my electe,and moſt belo- 
 B ued Knight. Nay it Saint. Luke inſcribed 24 
 F his goſpell ro his moſt noble Theophilus, 
| which fignificth africnd and louer of God: 
* Eſichence I am aſſured thatT haue hapned 
"| vppon another Theophilus and louer of 
f Gods worde,I thinke you very worthie of 
' # this hiſtorie of Sainte Luke. And this was 
| theprincipall inducement y moued meto 
| giue you this book:for howſoeuer I might 
© alledge aliaunce, and worldly reſpects ma- 
| ny,yetthe regarde of your zeale andreligi- 
'F on is more moouing then any. You being 
both of iudgement rightly to conceiue of 
'| itand of worſhip and countenance ſuffict- 
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The Epiſtle | 
entto defend it, I cGmit it vnto you,& you 
vnto the almighty, who makeyour ancient 
and worthiptullname famous ſti] in earth, 
andengroflcit and regiſter it in the booke 
of ther;ghteous, ia thc lite thatis to come. 


Your worinips tobe commatinded 
DAMVEL QAKRDINER 
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To the Eh Reader. 
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Hou h: «// vere (good Reader) 
Si i Manuel of mell:ſlucus medts 
ME 1075, 1: 1c ibis ſeriptare 
# f ſcriptures, and this ſtori ic 
qe iHorchonje  aadli bras) of 

- ning avoundantiy þ wt 
ally yeeldethwnto thee. Here ts the tatce of 
that pleaſat grape,that pure new wine,which "49 
being pat into wei veſſels,refreſpeth andre: 
6 zlad the hart of 14it, here; is that ile, 

wen the grace of God, owe maketh iii to 

"is a cheerefil countenance. No Nett:r 
| ind Labroſia which the Pec ts faincto bee 
the drink and meate of the Goas may compare 
mith this, The Manna of the Yracitics,ana ,,-, 5 
the Are (s food, which te £07 4 ata ſens V3 = Th 
jo them is nothing. ei valent > propor iiond- 
ble vato this: for thof erh,at did cat rhe? at are len. 
«ll dead, but whoſocucy taſteth and ſecatta vs 
pon this he ſhall line f for eacr. For eheis vie! oth 
wore /hment vnto dry and arade con; [TiCC05, 
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To the religious Reader. 
&ndputteth life into them: as the word of Grd 
inthe mouth of Ezechiel did tadry and deade 
bones. The ſpirit ſpeaketh caigently through. 
eut this whole diſcourſe how gsthe lord is Tl 
in puniſhing of ſinners : ſo is hee as mercifull 
wnto theſe that ave repent : &A4's inhislefie 
bande hee boldeth out a ſworde readie for to 
wound vs: ſo with his right hand he putteth 
forth a ſhield whereby to defend vs.The Lord 
is like unto alouing father , whoreclaimeth 
his ryotous, and unruly ſonne p ith the rod of 
his diſpleaſure:but being corrigible,and refor 
med by his diſcipline hee throweth away his 
rodde,and in mercie enibraceth him ef enerie 
fide. Tribulation,and anguiſh ſhall bee wpon 
the ſoule of eucrymanthat dogth enill, to the 
lewe firit andalſo to the Grectan: but to ene- 
rie manthat doth good ſhal. bg howor and 8 lo- 
rie,and a5 many as walke after his waies,peace 


 ſhallbe upon them, aud mercie,and vppon the 


1/7acll of God. Boas heere hee harpeth with 
the kinely harper wipen theſe two Hringes, 
ard his antheme and ſonoe is of mercie and 
Tudrement, and «bout theſe tiro pointes 1s all 
this forte ſpente, Each ſcurrall man ſhoulde 
bee anothers looking olalſe : \but this man is 
A ſpeftacte inthe The aier of this wor {ae, fer 
a![men to looke Vppop, 1n home Wee 4) 


ſee 
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4} /rethe riches and bountie of the grace of God 
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TothereligiousReader, 


: Eſai.s9 
towarades VS, howe his hande tis not {o ſhorte / 


but hee can ſane : nor his earcs ſo thicke but 

hee can heare : nor our ſinnes ſo greate,but he 

canand will releaſe uppon our returne with 

this prodigell man unto him, Heere is fulfil- 

led the © A phor.ſme of the Prophet in the 

mouth of the Lorde. 1 will not the deathef , 
cca,1 

aſanner but rather that hee repente and line. 

Aid this of the Pſalmographe . Truely, pj, 

God is good wnto Iſrael, and to thoſe that be of 

atrue Go :Yeatothoſe that areof abad hart 

$00,45 this mans preſidet > example teacheth 

vs.We ſhould rather line by ly ves then by ex- 

amples : yet are examples more forcible with 

vs,and we are led to good or emill by them, 

we work by the as a artificer by ht; rule,ana 

45 young [chollers, whe write by thetr exam- 

ples. Wee are proane topatterne this prodigall 

perſon,in his prepoſterous and peruerſe affec- 

tions,and wee linely beare his tmage which 3s 

earthly,ſo as this Poeticall fiction futeth vs. 

Tamalus a labiis fitiens fugientia caprat 

Fiumina, Quid rides ? mutato nomine de t© Hoey, 

Fabulanarracur, 

But the Lord renew vs all in the im1varae 
manythat wee may followe him in his regent- 
rate and renewed diſpoſition, and grant that 
we 
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To the religiousReader, 
we may be like him 7n his mare | wich 1 is hea- 


_ wenly Therefore tn h15 pe; rſon thre ont thine 


owne propor ticn. In hrs beginning and procee 
drag m his [ia we may clearly /eeltbe ſelf ſame 
courſe, that ſane inlike ſort doth ſo begin and 
= as erpc root 113 Us,that fereſeeing 3 ane 
ay the better tes in timeprenent 1 yur 
cle ith ſpecde rirhdvraw onr feete ont of it, 
1nhis infe licitic let ws ſee ctr o'pne miſcrie, 
inton huh we fal by onr w1/ful i ipiquit zegthat 


fin as a ſerpent full of deadly fo; for may be 2 


ted of vs,that trembling at his indoement,s 


Fello: v wot his miſgonerune zt: i elrenac = 


in tis ſteps ,vales we will be rh: pred with h1s 


ftripes. In the courſe of h:s retuza he chalketh 
' out the way vato vs of our returne, His humi- 


litie.confeſsio9 and forme of, ſupolica. tron mf 


be the condition of our t comcilietion, Laſt of 


ailin the happy reconcilement apd retnrae of 
Vp -oalg: ll children unto onr fathers houſe, 


thechurc h of the lining 20d, beheld the Loyds 


g90A2Cs, =Y the ble ſmzes = hich i in ftorethe 
{ord hath liide Pp for all that age repent, an 94 
come heme vnio him,cher mmtdiatly hear cf 


157 and cladns,that the vores which he bath 
broken may reioice. The e fin 27ers; 0 before,the 
minſtrels fe! [owe aficr grid {with is y and elad- 
neſſe hall they be b; ah ,ard enter into the 
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To the religious Reader. 


KInges pailace, it here there is1:ir:h without 
heauines, health without faekres, faincs with- 
ent [carcutie life 114! loutarath. Thus haue 
wee laid [09 ither 1n one ſurnme MAIICTS of 
much price the qui utc{jcnce aad aimenſrons 
(as 1 may ſo cal this hytorie)cf al diutaitie, fe 
4s(to conclude\this treatiſe is atreaſurebouſe 
which leadeth vs not to abare contemplation, 
but to a full fruition , not to the naked knoww- 
jedgeybut the w;ſe , not tothe promiſe but the 
practiſe of the abunaaunt and onerflowing 
race of God unto vs most miſerable ſinners, 
vnder the parable aad perſon of this man the 
prodigall {onne, 175 the ſequel portraiea aid 
aiated out unto thee, which Tiſh thee to 
reade religiouſlte, to meattate upon fruitful. 
lie,and topractiſe ſuch inſlructions as it af- 
foordeth autifully,ana the Lord accompanie 
thee with h1s grace effecualiie, 


Thinein the LordIeſa, 
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| tethoutthe Progrefte 
of the Prodigall 

Syonne, 

The firſt Chapter, 

; frhe Argument _ , and manifolde vſe of 
this prmcipall parable. 


*BIEEESSIY] Here are two fortes of perſons who are The argua Wi 


' X, the ſubieR,and Argument of this Pa- ment. * 
WJ Arable , The one is theperſonof a re. 

> nowned facher :the other is of his chil. 

dren, 

This worthy father as hee had buttwo ſonnes, 
o weretheydeuided, and diuerſlie diſpoſed, The 
ne ofthem was indiffcrentlie conformable to his 
ather: butthe other was out of courſe, and moſt 
nnatural ynto his father. F 
This yonker,wasthe younger , not in yeares, 
ut manners: ofſo wilde, wilfull, and wicked ine 
ination : as all lewde conditions in him didſeeme 
ſtrive which efchem ſhouldexceed : all kind of 
Ear pan nem 
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of ſinne ſoto be compleat in him,as no vile quali- 
ty could be found in any which did not redounde, 
and take deepe root in him, For being glutted with 
his fathers goodneſle , and ſurfeted wich his boun- 
ty ; fulneflc bred fulſomneſle, proſpetitie preſump- 


tion,and familiarity contempt : Soas both his cies 
of his ynderltanding being out, heeffell as Sampſon 


1.6 ailicude into his enemies handes : and as a hooded Hawke þ 


was Caricd to and fro, whither his luſtes led him, 
Inthis ſorcranged hee about, and ferched a great 
compaſſe,and proceeded in his progreſſe;yntill by 
his chargeablctrauailing by the way, hee had laun 
ſed out his ſubſtance, and had ſeriouthimſelfe as 
2 patterne of pity,in tae theater ofthis world for all 
men tO Baze Vpon, | 

Saint Luke hath raken out his tnage very liue- 


: lie, and ina iuft proportion hath painted him out 


yhto vs, in hisorient colours, But firſt, as it is yſual 
with Painters, and Lapidaries,hec ſhapeth him vn- 
perfctlic.drawing out hislincaments,andportrai- 
ture witha coale : but afterwarde hee finiſheth 
it, curiouſlie- comming ouer it with his penfill a- 
oaine , poliſhing , and adorning it with filyer and 
golde, and with all kinde of beautifull, and colllic 
colours. CY 
Wee will fiſt view him in his deformed ſhape 
in the which we are to loath him ;next we will re 
uiew him as hes reformed forthe which we arc tc 
loue him. | 72H 
:© Hiisforme deformed, as hee iscaſt intoa coale iff 


deſcribed thus , Firſt of all impatient to artendg] ' 
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deerearate. For theman and his money being , Goollicu lth 
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his fachers death, or toabide his goodpleaſureche 
challcngeth ſawcily, and imperiouſlic enouyrhis 
portion ofhis facher, not onely before hee couldof 
right d«maundit,but alſo before hee couldrightlie 
gOUCTNE It, 

. Secondlie, not contented therewith , hiseyes 
were ſo cuill , becauſe hee was goed, as hee 
woulde nolongerrarricin his ſ1ght : but whereas 
his two ſons were the two crutches and ſupporters 
of his age to beare vp his body, he cruelly without 
pitty bereaucrh him ot one , by roauing abroadez 
and taking his vagaties , after his finnefull plea» 
ſures, 

Thicdlie hke a waſtgood, and ryotous Rufhan, 
hee ſolaſherh iton, as his goodsmelte like waxe, 
before the heate of the Sunnes hee bringeth his 
goods and {.;bitauncetoanende, as a tale thatis 
tolde, 

Fourthlie , ietting and jogging vppe and 
downe , till hee tyred himſclte with riotous 
ſpending and running vppon the skoare : hee purs 
chaſech ar the laſt repentance ofhis pleaſure at too 


once parted , hce was as the Afſle trauailing in 
the daic time loden with golde , when the night 
came disburdened of his treaſure , and turned 
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forme. For of a ſonne he became a ſcruant, of free 
' bonde, andin ftcad of former ſatictie and plentie, 

heepined, and was almoſt conſumed away with 
want and penury, | 
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But this vexation was his reformation, and 
his good {choolemaiſter who gaue him beft in- 
ftruion : For it wrought in hm a ſpeedie alterati- 
on, and turned him to a godlie forrowe to ſalua- 
tion. It didputa newe ſong into hismouth, euen 
a durifull ſubmilsion to his God , For whileſt hee 
{toode by the waters of Babylon hee bitterly wept, 


| whenheremembred thee O Sion, His regarde of 


the proſperitie of hyred ſeruantes ih his fathers $5- 
on , coulde not but make hiscyes afountayne of 
rears ſtanding now by the waters of trouble, which 
were rcadie torunne ouer his ſoule'in this worldlie 
Babylon . | | 

But this his heauineſſe which endured but for a 
night,broughtrnto himallioy inthe morning. For 
as much rayneand great ſhowers, doe caulethe 
enemy who afſaulteth anie -_ ,to breake yp his 
ſiege , and yiue overtheplace: ſo the ſhowers of 
teares, which guſhed from his ſoule , diſcomfited, 
and .2ttered his hoaſt oftroubles, whichcompaſ- 
ſed him about,and redeemed , & brought his 
out of aduerfity. So as in him this prophecy is ful- 
filled. The Aorians land ſpall ſoone ſtretch ont bir 
bands vnto God, Hee thatbeforeby reaſon of his 
{inne, was black like a Morian, isnow made white 
by his rerurne from ſinne,asthe ſnow in Salmon, 


Though hchathlycn among the pots,yetnowe 


he 
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heis asthe wings ofa Doue, that iscouered with 
filuer wings,and her feathers of gold. 

This we ſhall well ſee if wee ſhall reviſe him in 
hisrenued holines , in hisperfe& forme, as keis ab- 
ſolutely wy out ynto ys, andoriencly trimmed 
and expreſſed in his colours. For in him wee may 
behold, the image of that man that pleaſeth God, 
ſuch aone that reſigneth & renounceth the, world, 
and is changed by the renewing of his minde, pro= 
uing whatis the will of God acceptable and pers 
fect. As before he had giuevp his members,as weas | 
pons of ynrightcouſnefle vnto finne:ſo now giuing Rew.6 - f 
them yp as weapons of righteoulneſſe vnto God. il 
He isno more proude in his own eyes, but his ſoule {| 
is humbled euen as a wearied child : cating down P/a: 131 ith 
himſe;fe before his mercie ſeate, and in feare wor, 
ſhipping rowardes his holie Temple : comming 
with a rente heart,aſwell as rente garmentes, and 7oel.2. 
turning vnto the Lorde his God : deſirous to bee a P/al.84 | 
doore keeper,or a hired ſeruant inthe houſe of his 
God,rather then toconuerſe in this miſerable cons 
dition in thetents of che yngodly. 

And this his ſute hath ſpeedy good ſucceſſe, 
his farher beholding him a farre off with the eye of 
mercie, and graciouſlic embracing him when he 
was in preſence with the armegof pitti, For hee 
did put off his ſackcloth and girded him with glad» 
neſſe, hee adorned him with a ring, dignity and 
cate worſhippe did hee laie yppon him, he rich-' 
ic did decke a Table for him in deſpight ofhisenis 
mics,he did finallie make him glad with the _ 
J. 
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his countenance,and did wipe away Aa! teares from 
hiscyes, t 
Theallegorie and marall application of this 
rable without conſtraining it ſeemiet ro be this, 
The father is God : theſe his two fonnes, are two 
ſortes of people in the Church of God: I he one 
of them orderlie and of good government conten- 
ted to abidein his tathers houte & libertics of this 
church : the other exorbitant , reſractorie and dil. 
loyall,oadding abroad after hisowne tancies, on 
humbled by diſcipline , and by chaſhſement refor- 
med, The tar Country which he traced, was his far 
departure fromhis fathers Lawes , þy his wicked 
luftes, TI he ſubſtance which he walted , was the 
riches ofhis grace which he deuidedto him . The 
famine hee ſuftained wasthe want of the breade of | 
etcrnall life, and infinite other defteEtes and wants, 
vnto which a finnerisſubic whenhe is gone fior., 
God. The cruell tyrant whom hee ferued was the 
Diuell! whome he obaycd: this farme of his which 
hee attended, was this preſent euill worlde , in che 
whichthe Diuellraigneth, "The ſwine which he 
kept were vncleane iris , vngodlie companions, 
thc hearde into which the Deuils dbe emer , and 
doe violentliethrowe into the ſea of all euill. The 
huskes whichrather burdened, then relicued his 
ſtomacke,werethe light and idle yanitics of this 
worlde. His ſinnes wich hee did feedeyppon, the 
alluring baitcs and inticementesof the Deuill, His 
returne home was his returne from finne by ſpee- 
dy repentaunce: his welcome home was the gra- 
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ci0us acceptance of this hisrepentaunce, Hisfirſt , 
| & coabe was his fir{t royaltie which e dams loft, and 
Chriſt redecmed for vs, The ſeruaunts who did 
* B fetch it were” the mitfifters of his holie worde, 
* | who bring his graces to vs. The ring was the 
' | fealeoiGods holy fpirit, and a token of bis c1gnity? 
whereby he crieth Abba, father and is tealed vnto 
the day of redemption , The ſhoocs of his feete, 
were the preparation ofrhe Goſpe)i of peace, The 
* £ ftCalfe that was killed , was Cnr.it flame from 
the beginning ofthe worlde , for him and vs all his 
prodigal childrea, The heauenly banker, mirth,and 
mulickeisthe ioy and happines which we {hai bee 
partakers of1a the kingdome of heauen, all which 
{hall bee orderlie prooucd vnto ys in their proper il 
places. (| 
Now ofthis parablethercisa manifold vſc,whe- The yi offi 
ter we reſpeche matter,or maner of this titory. ehis parabYiſ 
Itisliketoa great peece of money which contai- a limilirue BW 
nethinit the yaluc ofmanie peeces , Ir isfull of 
myſteries, and matters of much moment: albeit 
m our groſle , and carnall mindes we cannot con- 
ceiuethem, Ir is often ſeene that thinges ofgreat 
price of thoſe that are iynoraunt of the vertue of 
them are vtterlie reiccted: which by men of 1dge- 
ment who doc know their nature are verie much 


knoweth him not : A ſimple Peſantas he walketh a fimilitu 
inthe fielde trampleth ynderfoote many holſome 
ſmples , which the Skilfull Apothecary carefullic 
| VETTT: | B 4. oathereth 


"ft 


mn —. on OA —=— 


For | e Jir [z Booke of the | - 
yathereth yp and maketh ofthem many healthfull 


k confeCtions, In this fielde wherein we walke,ma» he 
. Hyhearbes and flowers of forcible operations fit 
| to bee applicd to all wounded conſtiences may 
bee gathered of ys, There is no ohe bedde in Bp 
the Lordes Edew, no place of holie Scripture in hn 
the whole Bible, which yeeldeth morc ſauory and 
comfortable doEtine then this place doeth . For ſn 
firſt the manner and forme ofthis parable dcligh- iz 
terh very much, as ſhrowding his matter vnder a 
parable and borrowed ſpeech, and allegoricall diſ- his 
courſe , and this is the common cuftome of Gods ſha 
ſpiritfor very god cauſes. | 
\ Firſt it ſerueth to ſtrengthen our weake me- 
1 hy Chriſt qories, that thereby wee may better keepe in 
minde his holeſome inſtructions, For cuen as 
s. the flomacke ynlefle it bath a retentibe facultic, 
IT. torctaine and digeſt the meate and nquriſhmenc 
| _—__ that is putinto it, vntill it hath paſſage throngh the 
aan ont vaynes and partes of the whole bodicto cheriſh 
\jmilirude andto battle it, it receiucth no good: ſo vnleſle 
| wee late vp, and keepe inour hearts ſuch needefull 
SE | pointesof doctrine as are taughe vs from the word, 
14 all preachingis in vaine, and ourhcaring is vnpro- 
i ficable ymto vs, | 
| nilinde o* precious pearles and iewels, are fafte- 
Uh 
| 


_ < 
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} ned ynto ribbandes that they might not beeloft; 
' ſo Gods heauenlie worde an incomparable trea- 
ſure , and a pearle of greateſt price, isſet out mn 
agables, thethguight norheloti fra hay- 
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progreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. 5 
aue manic olde perſons', that ſhall verie manic 
zeeres remembera familiar cxample,or ſimilitude 
zorrowed from ſuch things, as we haue here com=- 
non vic of, which they ſhal heare from a preacher: | 

ken as many other deepe poynts, and matters of | 
nore ſubltance,then examined and diſcuſſed, ſhall | 
xe quire forgotten : and onelie becauſe prouerbes / 
nd plauſible fimilitudes,drawne from dayly prac- 
ize, do take deeperroote, and impreſſion in their 
nindes, And for this cauſe God doth often open 
is mouth in parables, and declare ynto the people 
rd ſentences of olde, . 
A ſecond cauſe moouing him thereunto,isto lay Thatwee WI 
pen and vntolde more plainlie , that which is mayberrer |jf 
aught vs, that wee maie the better conceiueitand — Majid 
arnceit. eAriſtotle the Philoſopher preſcribeth BOY he || 
iscourſe : Vt 4 netroribus ad minus nota proceda- Hh 
#5: That in our way of teaching by plaine and | 
nowne things we leade our ſchollers to the bet- | 
vnderſtanding of thoſe that arc ynknowne : 
owe becauſe things viſible , obieRroour ſenſes, 
re better knowne , then thoſe that are iuuiſible, 
nd remavued from the ſame ; and thoſe that are 
orporall are better conceyued rhenthoſe that are 
rituall ; hence is it that parables and borro- 
ed ſpeeches from vulgar and knowne marters, 
Tue as midwiues to furtherour trauaile in hea- 
ie knowledge, and do helpe exceedingly, and 
\  anderthis Argunentls mouingin ke 
nd as this is mitſellem,., _. | 
' {ſpcRoftheforme and maner thereof: ſodoth it —_—_— 
many > 
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1) abridgmene Panic wayesinſtructand comfortys, in regarde 
| Hefthe Gol- of the ſubie, and matter thereof} . For I ma 
pel. well rearme itthe Epitome of the Goſpell,the at 
rat and compendium of the whole woorke « 
our redemption . For thele two/ poynts are the 
AE NGel. ſummeof our doctrine, and our preaching , Thi 
| Ropes. doctrine of Repentaunce : The! forgiueneſle c 
I| tance and finnces,, VntoRepentance propetlie doe belong 
 forgiuencfſe the whole bode of {finne, and our Entire conue 
of unnes. onfromour finnes to God, The forpmeneſlc of c 
M ſinnes naturally compriſera the free grace oft God 
our inftification , and wharſocuer clſe appertaing 
to our Redemption . Nowe theſe and each « 
theſe, liuclieare depainted,as it were in a Tabl 
in his freſh colours, inthe image and counterfeit « 
the prodigall ſonne, the matter and argument « 


this fanous hyltorie. | 
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Theſecond Cha vtet, 


Of the common condition of parents in their ch/l 
dren ver the perſon of the pradigall ſunne 51 ; 
father: and therewithall of the effate of the mn 
litant Church, ] 


zEz.-- He perſon of the father by due ord 
25 [2] being firſt intreated of} his pitifull 
C2 ſtate in his children is remembrec 


@ 
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erin one of his children, 

He had but two ſonnes : but this fewneſſe T 
eeme no {mall partof parents happinefle . For 
ildren being ſo chargeable in theirbringing vp, 

Kc numberot chem howe fo eucr well inclined 
mainhe burdenſome ynto manie poore pa- 
ats,and doe ytterlieyndoe them,as wel! in their 
Wod intendements of their ciuill education, as of 
ir putting foorth to their godlie informati- 
. But heercin is all miferic , that out of 
vo there muſte necdes bee one in whome all 
Fw dnefle, and vngracioutnefie ſhould abide : of 
molt rebellious, vanaturall, and delperate dil- 
ofition, 

This mans eſtate is ſet out as a looking Glaſſe A Glaff: 
hercia many fathers may beholde themſclues: £thers, 
rthisis 10 rare or ftraunge example, but ſuch a 
easis rife and common in theſe dayes ,- as in 
nes of olde.For ancient recordes of holie writte 
oc ſhevee,how peſtiientlie , and that common= 
*the holie {ath-rs have beene plagued, and rortu- 

d with their children. Ot the firſt brace of ſonnes 
hich the worlds cie did ſee, was not Came one of ** 
em ? Abranded runnagate from the face of the 
arth, vnnacurall rohis father, ynmercitullto his 
rother,herericallrowards God (as ſuppoſing his 
loucic faR could be hidde from God, flatterivg 
imſclte in his owne wickednefſe, vartill his abho- 
inable inuentions were found out: and laſt of all 
| _ the meaſure ofhis ſinne, dreadfully diſpai- 
W"g ofthe metcicofhisGod?. . G 
ut 
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But from Adamto deſcendeto Noah : was 
lucke more fortunate, or his comfortin his child 
greater? Of his leaſe of ſonnes was there nc 


| 
( 
Cham, whome neitherthe good counſaile of 
tender father coulde keepe in compaſſe, nor 
fearefull example of Gods horrible vergeaunceſP" 
che raging floud could reduceto order , bury 


king an aduantage of his fathers weakeneſle c 
| 


whelmed with wine, and throwne jnto a flee; 
blowed open hisskirts, and diſcquered his nake 
nefle,and made him the argumenc of his ſport 
paſtime, and a {corne and deriſion to thoſe th 
were about him ? 


fo 
| 

What ſhall we ſay of Abraham our father, 
L 

c 


whoſe heedefull care of the well nurturing, , at 
training vp his children, God himſelfe is witneſe 
If his lor did fall into a fairer ground he hath cau 
to reioyce: but his cie was not ſo watchfull , 
iealous ouer them, but ofhisewo ſonnes the bali 
begotten /ſmael was a ſcoffing,eluiſhand inordi 
nate companion. | 
To thiscalamitie was 1ſaac alſo ſubieRt, wh 
was heauilie vexed with hisynhappie Eſa. | 
Bur a load of afflitions was laid vpon [acob by 
his childrens miſgouerment . His onelye dear 
'  daughteranddarling D:n«h was \rauiſhed of Sh | 
chem. Ruben his eldeſt ſon defiledhis fathers bed 
His Cockney [oſeph was ſolde as/a bondflaue | 
his ſonstothe /{maelites, and tranſported into EW 
gypt. His ſonne [udabh committed inceſt with hi 


daughtct in lawe Thamar, And thus was het 
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de 2 myrrour of of miſerie by his childrens in- 
citie. R 
Ml Of this matter we haue a cloude of witneſſes 2 
titis needeleſſe roheape vp examples ina thing 
 Mmanifet. Helie his ewo ſonnes Hephrey and 
Wnces.Darid his twoſonnes Ammon and Abſa- 
do confirme the ſame, 
Wherefore let the ailigent regard of theſe and 
Th like examples prepare vs vnto patience, when 
uer it ſhall pleaſe God, to make the diſobedi- 
eandrebellion of our childrenthe chaſtiſement 
Four finnes. ; 
Our ynnarurall children bee giuen ys as ſpe(ta- 4 fimulitude 
r&+to helpe our blinde eyes, that will not ſee our 
Wucs, By ſecing their yndurifulneſſe ynto vstheir 
Whers, wee may ſce our owne vndutifulnefſe ynto 
Sod our Father, For be hath nouriſhed and brought 1ſ9-1 
þ children but they haze rebelled ag aynſt him, It is 
aFcrefore a iult puniſhment laid vpon vs, thatthey 
difÞould forget vs, becauſe we doe forget God. Iris Aung.lis | 
xds common courſe to puniſh ſinne by fine, cone.tuizon WH 
9d onexfinne (as Augnfime fayth) isthe puniſh» cep.2, | 
ent ofan other , and Godpermittethone finne 
b take vengeance ofanother, as afterwardes ſhall 
ar{< prooued more at large in his due place. But 
hbatende ſocuerthe Lord aymeth ar by this kind 
edF ivdgement,it is no Rraunge thing for which we 
ould be wondred at, wn a Prouerbe, or by 
orce in mens mouthes, becauſe of our euill qua» 
ed, and diſpoſed children, Parents muſt not . 


p the iniquitic of their children, and theirdiflo» 


| 


lute 


OO ed tbeae I -. Aa. | | 
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lute lives muſt not bee ſimplic laid yntotheird 


— 


+ ges, Fortneireies wil be cuillchough tney be gal 
i! an habitandcuſtome, which *, way fane is aff, 
h thernature,and cannot be forlaken. 
| Weare nox Furthermorein the eſtate gf this fatherin Wy, 
{| roſcucr our children, we may perfectly behold the condi 
} Oy = of the {hurch, thereby nor obſcurely ſhadow 
| becauſe of AS prefigured. For his two tonhes are rwo king 
| thewicked & pcopic,gmdand badde, mingled here togit 


0 

which are in andrefortng tothe Church, Itisnot tobee louk9') 

the church, for that the milicanc Church ſhould be withdih 

blemiihand corruption inthis world, Forit is, 

Alauh,13 L I ' h , * | . h 

_— COS ords ticl! wherein the tares do\grow vp withilly 

) M ain.3 _— 

wheate,and the Lords fi re whercin the chathiWr 

li! March,r3 mingied wichthe wheate, andthe draw net whih: 
gathercth togichcral kinds of iſh, and other thinifh 

| both good and bad, In Dads Court there wii 

a wicked Abſaloz : in Chiilt his{choolethere v 

| the traitor [zedas: among che conjpanie ofthe ce 

cons,there wasthe crew of the Nicolaitans, The 

I d <0 . 

4 Chyſeft. isineucnething , asC b;yſoſtome dooth obicr 

| HRP which doth conſume arhing, as gut of waod the 

\*, Similitudes Commeth a worme, from a cartmenta Moth , frc 

a greene heatbe a canker,by which the woavdde 

corrupted, the g2rmenttfretted, the flower con 

med, The wicked willhere bee among the godiiif 

| 4 1.Sa9, as Saxleamong the Prophets, Buttherewillt 

A, atime, when they ſhalibee ſeparated: the wheaſe 

| 14 Marth. .3 
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" Meers £0 the chaffe, the ſecde fromithe Tares,, t 
| Mas.25 Cockle trom the Darnell, the $hcepe from iy 
| Goatcs, and the intzuder yithout!a wedding gi 
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nt, ſhall bee culled out from the reft of the 
Wompanic. A partition ſhall be made betweene Gen.4, 
aine and Abel, 1 ſaac and 1ſmae!, Eſauand Iacob, Gent, 
aul and Damnid, [crexia and Paſbur, Amos and OE 

mapper > oO 

imaſiah, Indas and the Apoliles, the fiuefoolith 1,020 
| irgins and the wiſe, the citizens of the ſaints and Ames 7 
eoutcaſts of Iirael, Mans 
In the meane while wee mult jn no caſe forſake 
e church, becaule of the wicked which are inthe 
hurch. For did Noah forfake the Arke becauſe 
f Cham? Or Peter the Apoliles ſhip becauſe of 
«das? It there were not in the Church ſinnes, 
hat neede the Church pray for remiſſion of I" 
innes? He thar leaueth the Church becauſe of the a fimilitude [ji 
Wad,is like to him that leaueth a delightful garden 350 
ull of pleafanc lowers, becauſe of bad weedes that 
Jo grow among them: 


The third Chapter, 


The badges and tokens of vndutiful children, ſhewed 
in the example of the prodrgall childs, 


FEreohgHeclamentablecondition of the father 
| A ED! in the ſonne, being thus premiſled,and 
24 PySemrreatedof in generall:the hiſtory lea« 
CE deth vs to a duc recard of his grieuan- 
esin particular, And here beginneth rhe formall 
lelcription ofthe ſonne, bis firſt image,rude, and 
nperfeR,and drawne out with a coale, 
Ihe mind ofthis manjs known by his words,his 4 manis 'BIY 
mouth — | 


ih FO The firſt Bookeof th 
. knowen by mouth 2-22 fp ff F 
1 his werdes, Ephrami what maner of man he is. A 
'l} 2nd.12. mu Aamites were knowne to beeEphrami 'Þ 
|l{ Dlatz,26, cirkinde of ſpeech, being not abl 2%. aaa, 
{ Shibboleth |, as « e tO pronounct 
} 3 the Damſcll that Kept the d 
} Mn. Peter by his voyce, thathee 2 non 
h X alilce : ſocommonlic mens worke x COT 
| y their wordesto be good or o=_ my nowne 
| Z/l45. 44, of good matters blaclavce = b 
penne of a readi ; - ['S e 
— Perliethe ſounde OG IP words are pro 
« fimilitude golde that hath not a hay { 7 4 ye erebare 
to be "Pa ound may be though 
4 CLI :orheman that hatn not a 200C 
| lebn 3, not be perfet, He that is of th 5 
praketh earthlie : and the mouth ofa fool why 
| Prong, the wildome of Salomon)blurteth our fool OD 
| "| Asaman by his bliſtered and exul Nnelk 
' a fimilitude knowne ns hs an Apu* {ob A To. lippes 0 
| = ut {w 
| afimil corrupt wordes weare Coo " —_ 
\ afimilitude and ſpirituall Apue , If the Bell { 1vF npogan 
" derlic oo , the wheceles of — _ a 
"bf tempere within * ourinward | e all- 
15d . p rde partes are 
= _ ; if ourtongue runne riot and Cos 
Fong c. A Braſen vefſell that isempr 
© cleare ſounde, if thou beeſt ptic yceldeth 2 
thoughts, thy voyce will end g vngodli 
| Eccho will bee ade ee c _— 3 bur the 
[ . Oo . 
Y doore before thy deedes, ſer pink reve gr | 
il wordes , and doe notlet open the door ; _ .. 
| | > yn thou knoweſt what ackdevil hs 
| I! .A worde once out cannot bee called in, it ſh 


good therefore to weigh our wordes.Torappe on 
ors 
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progreſſe of the proaigall ſoune- " 75 
fooliſh Wordes,and ro excuſe them thus: I thought 
not of them-: isthe propertie ofa foole, Where- 
fore iccing wee iudge ofa man by h.s wordes as of 
a Lion by his pawe,gefſe we with cur ſelves of this 
mans afteRion by his tearmes o; preſu;nþtion; For 
by his owne mouth wee will condemne him, as 
Chriſt did the bad feruant in the Goſpell, He plea- 
deth lawe, and impcriouſly claimeth his portion as 
a debe which was due vnto him. Father grme mee 
(aihhe'theporricn of the goods, that fallerh vnto 
me Averic mpudent and faucie ſure, and there- 
withall ynre *.onable. Fot'what doth this motion 
inſuate elſe , but that hee ishighlie concerned of 
himſclfe, ro bee of able goutrnment to diſpoſe 
his owne gobds ', to goar his libertie, andro doe 
what him tft ? or ge 
lIachis mins behaniour the ouiſe and praGiiſe of 
voruly*cfifdren 1s plainke to br e ſcene, fach as 
his declinitig and ahnoft conſumed ape | lenti- 
-Wullic b/ingeth forth 7 tor the name beeing chaun- 
ped , they ſo imitate hiznature, as chis argument 
aWcemerh properlieto bee made for them *%- Hee 
air is heere called rhe younger, is nowe a graue 
iefelder, atid hath becne the farher of innumerable 
eEchildren like vneo himſefe.” As this boy'chop- 
aſpcth Logicke , and pearthe communeth With 
W's fathet for his ſhare © 'fo roo manic wicked 
TW aglfrings will parley with their parents: ,* atid 
wdlie 'ahid'lewdlic debate theyr matters with 
m1, ſayitns wick the ryotous routin D axids tiffic'? 
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| 7 he firſt Booke of the 
01s Lord owervs? Bur the Lorde hath his 
judgements ia [tore for ſuch, and their damnation 
ſlceperh not. | 'Þ 
Thr (cope they driue atin alltheir expoſtula- | 
toric ang Uilcontented tearmes, 1$the ſame which 
15the {ub{tance of thismans cawillation,his fathers 
whericance, Theyare grecdie of their golde, as 
a Crowe is of a Carrion, and in, their inumode- | 
rate lutte thereof , they can neither wayte their 
fathers Ceath, or ftaie his goodIleyſure ; bur they 
mult needcs inioy it out of hande,or elſe they ate} 
ff greatlic {icke of the farher , and doe long tor: his} 
Wil acath, yeritying and fulfilling this ſaying of the 
Poet, | 
Filins ante diem patrios inquirit in anos. 
Theſonne would haue the father dead,rhat he 
might haue his golde, | 4 
| . Suchiniquitie inthe hearts of children in all de. 
if grees of people generallic preuaileth, ſuch corrup- 
tion ruleth their afteiens,as verie fewe.are found 
l (howlocuer they candiflemble it for ciwll faſhion 
ul lake ,) that arc not ceaſonablie pleaſed in ther 
Il, {elues with thcir pareats death; whether they bee 
| richto pofleſic their tiches,or of poore cliate, the! 
byto be eaſedoftheircharge. | 
+ <<,18 , Whatincited Abſalo#tothatfuric againſt hi 
we father,þuthis ambitious deſire of his fathers cro 
and dignitic ? But his deſperate defignement ef; 
dnotdue puniſhment : for the reuenging Gol, 
naredhim,and I any him wich hisown.pride;, 
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Scweene heauen and carth,vatill he was {mitten vis 


Itread in the {elte fame Reps, may intime take heed, 
leaſt juſtly they bee whipped witathe ſelfe ſame 
J firipes:And if it may be as well temembred,as it is 
Lil forgotten, it will curdie tacir wilce and wicked 


Jthey vſc to ſeruc their owne turnes, ro getto their 


boldnes inough their legacie and portion thac was 
leftthem by their mother. Ouhelime doiuc tobe 
ouerſcers of their fathers,& to be tutors ouer them 
charging them with dotage with the fonnes of 
Sophocles , that they are ynable tro manage their 
matters, & therfore they do crauethe gouernment 
HYofthcirgocds,and oucrlight ofcheir perſons, 


and ynnacurall partialitie,thatrhey worke nor by 2 
W'ule,leucl & proportivin y courſe oftheir affeQi ON 
nhcaping ypon one more the on another withour 


the diſobedience of children to their parents vnpur ,- 
niſhed,made his knotted curled haire, the knors of —— If 


death , andto ftandin ſtead of halters to choake diſobedicar | 


himvp. And fo hanging by the hairie ſcalpe be cluldren. IF 


»* 
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tothe ground by [cab, and milerablie finiſhed his | 
accurſed life, he is left as anexaraple to rebellious 
children of teare & trembling. Ipray God this ex- 
ample may warne fuchchildren : that thoſe who 


' 


affeions,and keepe thern in ob«dience, 

How they do walze in this mans path & imitate 
his lewdnes if they do not ſurpaſle it,it is cate robe 
ſcene if you ſuruay the trickes, and ferches which | 


poſſeſſion the inherirance,and right and ſubſtance C1; 
. . 118 8 
of their fathers. Some are taugheco chalcnge with wo 


Otherſome do flatly chargethem with iniuftice, 
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- wſtoccafion : asif it were Pry 4: full for Jacob ic 
loue /oſeph morethenal his brethren, or for Chih! 
co louc his diſciple /ohy more en the other of hi; 
fellow diſcyples. 

But asthey are with this ; peel oall companion} 
Piſod<2ice troubled and tormented with a orcedic worme, 

chileren which matcrhthem to gape with mouths ſo wide! 


I! acgels, 


that pelic red Pharao his Cour Jand coald nct bee 


- 
it ſpirit, thcy are neuer well, but when chey 216 rat. 


ging, and their f-er Aand ypon thornes vnill [they 
be gone out of their parents houle. The y bad ra: 
ther be companions with vaine 2nd lewd perſons, 
who may flatter them in their fondneſle, then to be 


Th them vp it oO: >0dnefle. They haue loſt that eatt 
"ot with IMalcus that ſhould heare good counſell, 
[144 and they followe with © 4 bſalen , ſuch kinde a 
counſellors ,asl:ade them to deſtruftion, 

A tice Hercin they Joo reſemble the birds ofthe ayre, 
il who, albeitthey bee neuer fo well tended in the 
|! cage,yct couct they to bee out, ahd to flie abroad, 


— 


ther. Butthe birds Lala, dofolow butthe inſtinQ 
of their natura!l inclination which God hath giuet 
vnto them,whoſe naturall habitation 1s in the aire, 
neucr viing tio liebr vpponthe orouud, bur when 
hunger arid neccfult prouiſion of Rode and othet 
necefſit tics driuc them thereunto, and therefore art 


excuſed: 


pare gre  fortheir parents ſubſtance , buzzing like the flics| 


| driven atvay outthey wilditelmune ſeaze, andj 
| prey vppon them ; :io arethey a way ofa oadding 
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| n preſence of their carcfull pare, who may train} 


Skipping roo and fro, from one twigge VIITO ano- 


xcuſed; but lewd childrey like monfiersdoputte 
ff nature.courſing abroad, when naturetcacheth 
hem to abide at home, andtherefore iuſtlyand 
ondigaely are accuſed, 

Doth not nature teach them thereto abide mo, 
here they hauc moit caile?chere role, where 


ir comfort and folace 11 the ende of their lite, 
$10 haue beene vntothemby ſuch infinite trou- 
les and ynipeakeable charges, the bginncrs, au- 
ors, 
vant:1s waite diligently vpon their mailters, who 
d victo feede them, and (ſhall ſo:1nes giue noat- 
be ndance vpon cheir deare parents, who not onely 
de them, but do take ſuch cares tor them? 

Itthe lous of parents, with all the love againe 
at childre can ſhew, can neuer be requited,cake 
ehcede we turnc not thankfulneſle to {intul- 
fle,and obedicnce into ſtubburnnefle,and na: u- 
llouc into all vncodlic luſt, He that rendereth 


dart out 0; his houſe. 

Chriſt chac detiredthatthe fragments of the 
ues where with the pcople were tufhcedin the 
idernes, ſhould be kept as a grateful remebrance 
hatkindnes : nodoubt would haue ſuch maine 
L ynſpeakable benchits which wee reccjue from 

parents to bein no wiſe forgotten. The ſorrows 
ich parents do ſuftaine for their children, beſide 
FF any cares of their well doing, as exceeding 
Wider are not tobe rehearſed, whichno doube 


progreſſe of the prodrgall ſoune. 21 


cy find greateſt loue?and not to bercaue them of 


& raaintainers of their liues?3ee we not how a ſimilitude 


l{ for ood e:till ball nexer(ſaith the witc man ) Trontf, 
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22 The firft Booke of ti the 
as ſharp arrowes would iick ſore vntotheir (ig 
and would ſoone oucrcome the, were there not 
mward loue which overruled all waki ing them 
tient and willing to endure ther, The renderli 
ſeared androoged in their hearts, is like the mea 
that E:ſhathe man of God did caſt intothe pot: 
whereby the ſowernes & bitternes of death,whi 
was inthe pot was taken away ,, and their me: 
made {auorie and {yrecte vnto them, The rega 
whereof if children were not graceleſle might | 
uiſh cheir affe&ions,8 retaine cher! in obedienc 
and keepe them art home, and yeane them fre 
their wilde and wanton vagaries, jerting and ial 
ting likea Poſt to &fro who aicth not in a plac 
alyyayes turning vp and downe like an hour-gl: 
that is turned cueric houre. | 


Thefourt Chaptlr 


' Ofthe ignorarce aud want of krobledgs of his hy 
oft ate tn his fathers hovſe, the grand cauſe of 
departure from the houſe:mder which rhe dw 
rous effetts of our ignorance and the happy fre 
of the knowledge of Gods word: are ſeoffed 
expreſſed, 
FigotgHcre was no occaffon | enuen him 
en A | ND! [ns father why hee ſhould ſomuchi 
4 BD like tobce in preſence with his fat 
Ca Thy acſtruttion 0 Iſrael is of thy 
'He anche Ak. pleaded iudicially with his 
ghee did lometimes with the} ul ren of Ii 
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progreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. 23 = 

faying in this wiſe : O my people what Vare Fdone y1jc,6 
v4to thee, or wherein haue 1 griened thee teſtifiz as 
gaynſt me? | 

© Could his ſonne alledge agayoſt him his vn- 
naturail inclemencie , nis vrikinde increatie , his 
want of thirycs neceſſarie * Coulde hee diſpute 
for his departure from his father, as Jacob did for 
his departure from his vncle when hee ſpeaketh 
thus, I wil! depart, for Laban his countenance is not Gen.z0, 
towards me now a4 it was yeſterday «nd three dayes 
ar0e? Was hee ſoſeruilelic detainedin obſequie, 
2s he ſhould ſo inordinatelic afteCt this libertie?No 
no, let God beetrue, and eerie man eiſe a lyar, 
that he may be iuſtified in his ſayings , and cleare p/z1; 5 
when he is iudged. | 

It was his fooliſhneſle, and want of experience 
being the yonger brother, which opened tiie win- 
dow ynto all milhappes,and violenthe cid chrowe 
him into all extremities, He was as a blinde man 
who coulde not iudge of colours , as a fleſhlie 
_ who conceyueth not the thinges thatare of 

od, 

As the Swailowes doung did firike Tobias a Ginilitu 

"F blinde: ſo his fathers bags,rhe riches of this world , 7 2. 
: whichthe Apoltle callerh doung,bereaued him of Phil.3 
theeyes andſightof hismind, Wordlie men wane 
eyesto ſce the light of God, andthe bleſſinges 
thatthey looſe, and the daungers that they runne 4 
nto thereby, T hey arcas dimme fighted as Helie 
thePrieft, who could not ſee the bright lampe of 
Godburuinginthe Temple. 
I > Wherefore 
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ata We can judge well of the price of Pear es, of the 


3 aboue al}, differences of cloath , ot the vcrtue of lmples, 


34 "The firſþ.Booke of the 
. Whezfore 1.bor thoy fgxthe know ledge of God, 
and thoulſhalt bee moſt bappic. Then wilt thou 
with Dax:d dere to dwcll in theihoule of the 
Led allthe daycsof thy life, and eg viſr e his ho- 
lic Temple. Forin his nouſc is the falocHle of 10y, 
and ati. +11; hthande is aboundan ce of pleaſures 
for euermore. | 
[1 worldhie affaires we haue much knowledge, 


hearves and plantes , and of earthly cemmodiries: 
but of matters of fayth, of grounds of cligion , of 
the things belonging to rhe kingdome of 0d, we 


are either altogitncr or verie rudely ig {0horant, The 


| 1 imilitude Cys of our mindes arc like ro Mowles CTycsS, who 


|\] 


canicc ſufhcienthe to grouellin the earth : but 2s 
boue the carth thc yare ſtarke blinde,jand can ſee 
nothing. To d: ccive ourbrother,andt ro make cun- 
nine bargainsrto opprefile one another, 0 [crape tos 
either te muck ofthe word, weare wiſeinough : : 
but whilettwe arethus wiſe we bec om|fooles, asthe 
mulicr of the Gentiles teacherh vs, wiillſt we pre- 
feric nwyre before pearles, carth betore heauen, 
filthjo {ine before iefus Chrilt, as the Gergeſins 


\ C141 and ncgect and deſpiſe our rovne aluaticin, 


As the. x;owledge of God isall happines, ſo the 
jienorance of him1s all vahappineſle, | 
The Pſalmuit pointing out the palpable i ipnorice 
of £ac& his word whica was 10 his people, maketh 


it the conlequence of al confuſion. T hey knewe not 


({aith he'rbey dig not ondafens, & whit folowed? 
| Alt 


: 
1 
: 
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prozreſſe of the prodigali ſonne. 3s 
ll the fou::d tions of the earth are out of courſe. 
The Prophet Efay ſpeaking of the peoples cap 
wity.ſheweth th-t tacir ignorance was the cauſe $ 
herof, My people was led into captiuty becauſe they £/45 
14d no knonleage, 
Moſes lamencing the pitiful eſtate ofthe diltreſ- 
qlewes,praicth vato God to giue them know- 
dge, to indue them with a wile and vnder- 
tanding heart. O< (faichhec) rhat they were wiſe, Deur.23 
d woulde underſtand, ana would conſider therr lat- 
ende, | 
What was the ruine and Cownlall of the Tewes, 
nd overthrow of the Teinple but their carelcſncs 
| religion ,their neglect of (;o\Js ſeriice, their want 
knowledge? as Chritt himſelte n-dne& wordes 
cnefleth when he ſaith: 7 hey ſhal net learce a ſtone 
pon a ſtone becauſe than kneweſt not the t1me of thy 
/itation. [nfeirx homo qui ſett omna ,teaurem 
ſeit : beats aute qu te ſcu etiamſt illa reſcrat:qur conſe ea. | 
07 te cf lla voutt non pr pter illa beatior, ſed 
optey te falumg beatins eft . Vahappie' nan is hee, 
ho knoweth allthing es , and knoweth notthee; 
appy man that knowet" thee, though hee know. 
nnothing ehe:but he that knoweththee, and all 
ngs elſe,is not for them the happier, but for thee. | 
ly is he bleſſed:faith Saint Auſtive, The knows. 4 fimilitude | 
geof God is a bridletoour luftes,andthe ignos _ 
nce ofGod is a cover toour ſinnes . The know. 4 ©Lrude || 
ve of God islike vnto a clocke , whereby thou — & |, 
arlt know howe thy lifeis ſpent. It is like ynto a * fimilituds; 
ade which lcrueth to beate the duſt our of our 
cloathing 
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| [ | 
| | The knows» Woul:ieſt thou knowe Geod?ſee what thou 7 
ledgeot tohim, and what hee is rochee , and thou ſhalf 


| | | yy knowe him. Put offthy ſhoes as 2foſes did,doe i 


( ofhis word, Way thy carnall and worldly luftes, and chouſhal 
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fohn 5 hear wh-t Chriſt counſelleththee, Search the ſeri 
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26 The firſt Booke of the 
cloathing , itbeateth out the pride 8 preſumpriar 
of our linnes, | 

Wherefore giue thou diligence to knowe Coe 
not barely, contuſedly, and mgrofle as doe the Dj 
uels, who do belecue and tremble; bur particular 
lie in his attribures and ſpeciall properties, that 
belong vnto him. Know his goodneſſe who Jouer 
thee, when thou loued(i not him }; who came fron 
heaucn to ſaue thee, who ſpilthigbloud vpponth 
earth toredeeme thee, v:ho roſe againeto juſt 
he thee , who went vp avaine to hcauen toprepan 
a place for tlice . Know his power, that thou mail 
fearc him, and his mercie that thou mailt not def 
paire of him, | 


-—4 


E xed.3 talke with him.Whea Chriſt would giue a fight i 
Hat.t7 his diſciples ofhis glory.heled them vpaloftro th 
mount of Tabor, We muſt aſcend vp on high wt 
hceauenly meditations,if we world attaine toa pre 
found knowledge of him, If thou wouldeſt know 
by whatmeansthou ſhouldſt ger this knowledge 


trres for in theywyee ſball hane eternall hfe , Inhi 
ug de remp. quaſtin quoda ſpeculo bomo ſeipſum conſiderarep 
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nee ; eſſe frequenter debet orare of legere:nam ci ora 
us p2/cionis 1p/e cum deo loquimnr , _ x32 0 der:s nob;5 Ou 
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progreſſe of the prodigall ſonne 27 
were ina glaſſe, wee may beholde ourſelues what 
weare,& whither wetend, He that will be alwates 
conuerſant with God , he often muſt pray, & muſt 
read often;for when we pray we ſpeake with God, 
and when we read God ſpeaketh with vs. j 
Now forthe better ynderftanding of this word, Thenecellffl 
which traincth vs yp tothis perfect knowledge,we firy ofprez IT 
mult repaire to the prieſts lips, who do keep know, _—_ theſtÞ 
ledge, for he is the meſſenger ofthe high God, and 11, 
the diſpoſer of theſe ſecret myſteries, For wee can- 
MM notof our ſelues ynderſtand what we read withoyr 


ſena out more laborers into his harueſt, Flomo enim A'g! 
ae doftore eftor cecus ſine autlore, A man witch- 
outa preaciicr,is as hee thatis blinde without alea- 
der,which c2n neuer find the way. Forour darknes Zro410 
is like the E'gyotian darknes,grofſe, and palpable; 
ſo huge and monſtrous as for three daies together, 
noman could ſce his brother, or once moue out of 
the place wherin he was before, we knownot what 
we doe, while we open our carestovaine wordes, 
and (hut them againſt the wordes of eternall life. | 
T hey that are of God C aith our Sauiour Chriſt) will Jon , 
beare Gods word. And hee concludeth that ſuch as * 


are otherwiſe afteRed are not of God, 
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The firſt Booke of the 
55 When a man diſcourſethof the gold of [4dra,of 
j{6wilicude ch thin os whichhe ſawe,or readeth of in hiſtories 
| roliching the ſame, ſuch as haue a purpoſeto trautl 
thicher,wil diligently harken to chat which he ſhal 
report : but others who neuer Jook to have doings 
thcre,carenot what he ſaith, nor will take no heed 
thercto. So when as we preach tomen,of God, of 
the kingdome of heauen , ofthe treaſures which 
God hath laid vp in tore, for them chat love him: 
ſuch as hauc a delice to goe coheauen, to ſec Cod 
faccto face, to bee partaler of kisjoyes, will giue 
care tothe preaching of his holy ward : but ſuch as 
hauc no mind cuerto come thither , account not 
at al ofour labour,and miniſtry, and make no con, 
{cience in hearing our preachines. | 

The eltateof this pecple is exceeding daunge- 
rous, and the contempt of Gods wordeis the next 
dore toda:mnation it ſelte. The P:alnograph tow 
ching the molt perillous eflate and extremitie of 
the Iraclites,ſfaith that when their foule abhorred 
all kind of meat, they were next vnto deaths dore, 
Asthe outward man without outward m-ate pcri- 
ſheth : ſothe inward man without his inward arid 
ſpirituall foode decaicth , Thisis another meate 
then wee arc aware of, andthe wantof this excee- 

de:th farthe want of other meat, | 
Therefore God by the mouth of Amos threat- 
ning anintolerable and molt fearefullfamine, hee 
ſaith, hee will not ſende a famine of bread ,but a fas 
mine of the worde of God, the breade of cternall 

life, | 
his 
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This breade in yertue infinieclie furmounteth all 
xhcr kindes of breade, and delicates whatſocuecr, 
Vhar Near and Ambroſia may compare with 
his? Is there any mortal mcat tha is fo reſtoratiue, 
hat ic can reduce the deadto lite againe ? it cheri- 
\eth and refreſheth vs whileft we are aliue. bur it 
auaileth vs nothing when wee are deade, Butthe 
vord of God nouriſheth our de:d ſoules, and rai- 
ſeth them vp from their dead works to ſerue the li- 


49 (God, 


ley demonſtration of drie bones, which the Pro- 
pher by the mighty power ofthe worde , brought 
rom death to lite againe, There is no (inner ſo cb- 


with Lazar in his coffin and graue through the 
{corruption of his ſinnes : but he may bec mollified, 
changed andreclaimed,& finally reuiued,and rai- 
(edvp, and reſtored tothe church, as Lazarmsto 
his friendes by thc heaucnlie voice of Chriſt, 

Let no man therefore proceed ſo farin extreame 
impicrie,asinthcir great danger ofytter ſhipwrack 
inthe ſea of this world, to forſake this anchor hold 
their onely ſuccour , and the hornes of the Alrar 
whichthey muſtlay hold vpon, | 


(faith he) thy worce in the yarde,for he was comfor 
ted with the promiſe of ſaluation/by our Saujour 


Cui the ſeede ofthe ywomanthat ſhould breake 


the 


durate by a long continued habit, and cuſtome of 
linne, and hathlienſo long dead, as hee ſtinkert 


Adam after his grieuous and dangerous fall,had | 
no ſmall benctit by hearing ofthe word. / hearde Gen.3* + 


« Ez:chiel verie plainely teacherh ſo much bya Exech.37 
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Lordes ſtripeshe wil further grieuc, and vexe thee 
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the ſcrpents head, | 


*s 


roague, and ſturdy vagabonde with the whip: but 
the ſecondtime more grieuouſlic by cutting off his 
cares: butit hee take him hauing loſt his cares asa 
hoirible offendor in the higheſt degree heepurteth 


himto death, So if thou wilt nbramend with the 


with Scorpions:and if as a runnagate from his pre- | 
ſence,hetindeththee withour earesto liſten to his || 
words, he will prepare the in{trumentes of death to Þ 
grind thy hairy ſcalpe. | 0: 
Therctore deere Chriſtian bee in time warned, : 
thatthou mailt be wel armed, Call wiſdomthy fi. Þ 
ſter,and ynderftanding thy kinſwoman, Secke for 
heauenly knowledge, as thou feckelt forearthlic 
gout andirſhall bee giuen thee .| So ſhalrthounot Þ 
warue withthe prodigall ſonne , from thy fathers 
commandementsburthy ſoulc (hall (til dwelland 
inherit the land, thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with the ple» 
tcouſneſle of his houſe as out of ariuer, | 
Letvstherefore open the ciesof our ſoules, tha I}. 
wee may ſce our horrible and abhominadle igno- 
rancethehelliſh fiend and furic of our foules, LetÞ 
vspray with Dawdand ſay. Openmine ies O lord, Þ 
that I ſleepe not in death,Giue me underſtanding & | 
I ſhall ſearch thy lawe, yea Iſhll kzepe it with ny Þ 
whole heart. Endue ys more and mure with knows- 
ledge,that thy coliſels may be deere vntovs, ſwee- 
ter then the hony,or the hony combe, Then ſhall 
wee enziaco thy gates with praiſe, andincothy Þ 
-b cog mou CE 2 - 
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ourts with thanks. Our feer {hall Mtande Nill in thy 


: ates oþ Hieruſalemg8& we {hal walke before thee, 
« || the daics ofourlite . Thoſe foure holy beaſtes 


hich Ezechzel did ſee , wet full ofejes, becauſe Exech.t 
hey were full ofche knowledge of(59d , and what 
aichthe ſcripture? 7 hey walked befere his face, Lord 


10 ; lp 
6 ue vs cies & weſhall walke in all true Wales, and 
\. [&|falſ:-waies we ſhal vrterly abhor, We ſhal walke 


before thy face,and not take our yagaries with this 


Fwandring wight, after our wicked pleaſures,& this 


Jorace,the Lord giue vs for hisholy names ſake. 


h f The fift Chapter, 

"OW 07 Gif lone. pride ardpreſuamption nother cauſeof 
A. bus departure from his father. 

F 77 1 appearcth by the proude petition of 


Ny his portion, that he hada great coceit, 
JAN FESRES oprnion of himſelfe, that hee was e- 
EEDE2t}noughable withour his fathers helpe if 
| he wereat hisown hand todiſpoſe of himfelf; And 
» this his ſcltc loue was the beginning of his finne, the 
* breeder of his banezand the roote from whence all 
his lowing miſchiefe ſprung. ; 
Pride and [elfeloue isthe tountaine of al vice, and Prideanc 
| theenemiec of all Treesthat areplantedin © 9ue] 
the eacmic of allyertue, Tree p Eee 
mountaines and high places do ſooneſt looſe their a11 cuill, 


| leaues,and beautifull bloſſomes, through the vio- a fimilir!] 
lence ofthe winds, . 


A man that lookerh downe from a ficepe high a ſimilit 
Fo ne __ 
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A 


' tower, hath neede of a ftaied and well orders 
becunes ,orelſe he may ſoone bejn danger of tall ; 
4 fimilitud> Lofſherinins nets the fric, and Menowes, anfWrc 
{ſmaller hſh run chorow,when as the greater cingff 
paſ]. the ner, The proud and gteatmen and Prinfffh 
ces of Hieruſalem were taken priſoners, and bw 
Nabachadnezzarled into Babilbn, when the baWb 
and m-ancr people generally wWerc anl arged , ant 
{ct at h;bertie, In the mount2inc of Geiboa, Sauk ul 
& his armorbearer and the proud pr.nccesof [iradlft! 
fell ypon the fu orde.. High mindes exalted with 
pride ynto heaven, ſhall bee throw ne downe to 
Hell. 
Other ſinners do depart from G od, for commo. Wt 
dity or ple 1ſure : but the vaine proude man With. þ 
' 


out anie of them both eroweth pracelefle , and 
pati ſhame, and willinglic renouhcerh eucn GodF 
himlclfe. 
\ fimilicude Wherefore ſlaie this Serpentin the egge, and 
| tame this /ade which will other\yiie caſt th-e 108 
t i} thy io: rey to Hicruſalem, whilelt hee 15a Colt, þ 
; Cur down this ext} weed as l "ON 4s he ſproutethout " 
ak asitwere inthe fiſt erfle, before | it bladerth and | 
oroweth bipher. | $ 
| $conitngd Selfc loue is the captain which ojuerh the onſet, | 
| iuge 
| [ and maketha!l rhe parrs of the body andche mind ; 
| | to waityponitz and is ike the heartthat isin the | 
'} body, which cominat: :dcrhehe tie ſh, the f1.. ewes, 
| I} - and the veines 
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He tha: iou-h him(clfe Meth God, islikea 
eraitorin the tighett degree, that deferueth to looſe 


both 
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oth life and goods, 415... axe p 
A man 7A tandeth ypon hisowne will, and + ION | | 
Mrclolucch with himfelfe , 7 his will I deer is like a t | 
rude fellowe brought vp at home, that preferreth | | 
his baſe and beggarly houſc of claic, before rhe 
fatelieſt Princes pallace , thatis builte of Mar-. 
ble. 
There is nothing that hurteth fo much asthe ha- 
uing/of our wils ; ouerthrowe this foundation,and 
the proud wals of Hierico, our worldly pleaſures 
wil cometuinbling down. 
Twoloucs,doluilde two Cities : the one is the 
Jouc of God which buildeth & fertcth vp the con= 
© tempt of thy ſeltc ;theother is the loue ofthy ſeltfe, 
. whichframeth, andereetha contempt of God, 
Bctwixttheſe two God, and thy ſelfe,ftanderh thy 
q wil:thencarcrthouartvnto thy ſclte,y furcherthou 
& artfrom God: and the nearerchou art to him,thou 
z art further from thy ſelfe.Therfore the Apoſtle ſay- Rem.t. 
7 ing beforethat nothing ſhould ſeparare him from 
| the loue of God:it was no maruaile that he (aid af- 
terward,Our conerſation is in heaue, He loued God Phil. 
| much, and thereforc hee loued himfelte burlittle, 
! Wherefore ſubdue and kilthy ſelfe loue ifrhou wilt | 
| haueGod toabide inthy ſoule , For Herod muſt Ha 
be dead, before that Chriſt will cerurne into Tudeaz 
the tyrannous law of ſinne that ruieth in thy mem- 
bers muſt be truly mortified, before thou cankt cn- 
oy the preſence of Gods ipirit, | 
Wherefore Get thee out of thy country and from Genet%, | 
thy kindred & from thy fathers houſe: as the Lorde 
D willed 
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| 


Gal 5. 


I,Sam.15 


fpainſt rhe 
2OUticrans 
»* theſe 


aimncs, 


gag,and put him in priſon, when he was comman- | 
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willed Ab4h4z:8 embrace this ſweet counſaile 
which the holy ſpirit giueththee to the ſame effe& 
fayin e: Hirhe o arughier,f conſwer,enchne thine 
eare.forret thine own kindred, thy fathers horſe: 
ſopall th: hjng hauepleaſure in thy beauty, for he is 
thy Lord G ad,and worſhip thou his, | 
If we haue departed from our fathers houſe , the Mt 
church ofthe liuing God , and haue forſaken God, 
tofollow Aſtaroth,and haue peryertcd the words Þ 
of Chriites prayer and haue {aide Wor thy will, 
but our willes be doowe heere vponearth: If with 
this ſinner wee haue preferred out owne vngodlic Þ 
luſts,betore gods holy lawes:if we returne not with | 
him inthe end,our cnde wil be warſerthen his be- 
ginning was , For if we lize after the fleſh wee ſhall 
die. Whetfore follow we not Sal who fauored A-F | 


ded to put him to death.Let vs not keepe our affec- 
tions within ys as cloſe priſoners , ſeeing God hath Þ 
charged vs tomortific and deſtroy.them, 

There bte too many ſenſuall and carnall ſpirits, 
whoin theſe dreadful daies of ſecurity,wherein we Þ 
now liue,doleanetoo much tothe broken reede df 
Eoypt, and dorunvnto themountaines of Sama- 
ria,relymo wholy without reſpect ofreligion, and 
care of confcience yppon outwarde policic,carnal 
wiſcom,8 humane reaſons ; doing what they wil, 
and not what they ſhould, loathing Manna which 
tncy louc not,andfauoring only ofthe groſſe meat 
of Ezypt which they ſhould not, If they proceede 
not ſo farre becauſe they dare not;as with Naba 
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© and Dazids toole to lay, There is no God: but doe 
| confeſle tym with thetrlips : yet they doe vrerlie 
BB denie him intheir hearts, they are reprobateand 
| abhoininable;z:and to euery 200d worke vnprofi- 
;W table. Bur howlocner they flatter chemſelues a 

while jn their wicked troughts, with their preſent 
Þ proſperity,tainking,as railing Rabſarab , thatour 
* God decciueth ys 11 whom we truſt;cthe time (hal 
;|© come when they ſhal Lowle and mourn forthe mi- 
'Þ ferable aduerſity whichthal com vp6 the;forthey 
1K arcbur fatted tothe day of deltructon. as weathers 
© 2nd Capons, and otherfowles are againſt a great 
h 


S 
feaſt, which is a great day of flaughter, 


Ml . Tac {xtChapter, 
.Þ Ofhu haſtines ard ratacs, not hayins a wiſe fares 


| eht,andproſpett ro the end: another cauſe of his 
-Þ departarefremb:s father, E” 


EM An 6:'r.g in honour hath 110 vuderſ{an- pul 4% 
EY ding ut z5 copared wito the beaſtes that | 
BF rerip,laich the kingly Prophet, This 
PEnSoazFtharcoraidyoung man by his raſhnes 
and fooliſhnes.ran himſelf violently into 2! vnhap- 
pines, He was Epirethers,& not Promethens, after 
ward wiſe, when his former folly had taught him 
more wiſdom .. If there had been avy. wiſdome or 
diſcretion inhhis doinges, he would haue weigned 
the ende with the beginning, and woulde haue 
well thought-yppon the fiwture daungers , as 
hee did vppon the: preſent pleaſures of his hnnes. 
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Bur his humor was ſoftirring,and he was ſoraſhly 
rclolute,, as he was tullic bent vpon his preſent de- 
liohtineither fearing nor caring tor any ſorrow that 
mightenſue, NOT vntitly reſembling tuch fooliſh i- 

dle boyes, who wilventure a \ ;hippingrather then 

they will l vie one jote of their paſtime With their 
vametſome COMPAanions. 
© Tharwhicha wiſe man dothin & beginning, " 
Fx/le doth commonly in the latcer ending. It is + 
part of «xildom to forecaft al chingy,bur tolly doth 
cticry thing w ithour any regard, 

When the w oman that oil BPR adulterie 
by the Jewes,was conuented by them before our 
Sauiour Chril & ,and they appealed to his iudgment 
tor hir duc puniſhment: hee ſtooged downe, and 
with his inger did write vpon the grounde, before 
hee woulite denounce anie doome againſt her. Þ 
eeDy he infinuateth thatwe ſhoulde notraſh- Þ 
ly : determine ofa thing, but deliberatelic debate | 
. and demur ypoh the caſe, and point af cuerie cir- 
cum! ape which h wnoeth thereuſſon, with the fir 
gaOorO! t cilc retion. 

Wi \{ome,and foretight doc prevent ſuch evils, 

which vfally dofollow : ourfolly,and raihnes, 

- WhentheTiraclites came to Moſes to be reſob if 
ued in any doubtful and perplexed matters, Moſes 
vid tike timero confider ofan aunſwere, and did 
Jeaue therhiin ſul penceyvntil he had conferred with 
the T.ord about them,,& was certified of his mind, 
If ye worlde do thelike ,and eſpecially when wet 


foele any motion ynto fin, astOa Pro reuenge, 
tt -- (0 


progreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. "57 Py 
 toany ambition, couetouſnes,or vncleanneſſe, wee |. 
would firſt asxe counſell atthe Lordsmouth , and EF 
Ray our aftections, vncill we heare tis ludgement p 
and precepts concerning them : we ihould curble | 
our iniqQuities,and not commit luch fiithinefic, with ! 
ſuch creedines as we do, Ih 
) Damdwasa wile man, and whatis {aid ofhim? P/al.7 l | 
| [conſidered (aith he) my waies and ! trrncd may feet 
| vto thy teſtimonies . But truciy Baltam was an Numgzs | 
Aſle,and more f:x;lith then his affefor his afle ftood i 
til at the Lords commandement, when the affe his | 
| 


| maſter would haue pricked him forwa:de agamſt F | 
- @ bis exprefie will, : Le 
Wherefore walke we circumſpectlie, as the A- 41h 
; Þ polile aduilcrhys,doing nothing rathlic, burfirſt I 
« © [etvstrie whatisthe gud will of God acceptable | 
, © 2nd perfect, G | 
| JIoſuathorough haſtineſſe, viuing credite to the FTE | 

forged ſugreftions of the Gibeonites, not asking * - h 

counſel ofthe Lord betore, was beguiled by cher, nr 
4 Ve ſhall decciue our felues , it werruft our own | 

affetions, and benot wiſe. and contiderate in our | 
| aCtions, | 

The Vircine ©Af:rie woulde not haftilie 5%! 

þ {make aunſwere to the Angell, grceting her | 
Gs from G OD with a ioytull alucation , before ſhe j 
id | communed with hir ſoule about his wordes, and , 
4 ($oad ponderedin hir heart, what kinde of falutation 
d: the fame ſhould be. 


 Ifweeare not raſhlic to beleeue everie ſpirit, * don. 
butby therule, and Canon ofthe Apoſilevee are 
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firſt to trie the ſpir tre.who rhert/ op be of Goa or 2M | 


veee are Plaine.) y taugut theicbyito examine our WM! 
thoughts,g to Lekes > VpPon our duings, before (W 
We do atrempt ther, | 

{a ovulitude. When a man falleth fromthe! coppe of an high 
| Turrct, icmay be ivppoled , that deſperately hey 
did.caſt himleifhead. ono "Wi mthefame:burtirwill 
not be lo thought, it tec dclcendethb Dy degrees, by y 
the (taucs of a ladder, aiid comBicth dow ne ad. 
uiledly by equall{icps and paces} thou can(t not 
doc amifle, if thou procecdctt judigially inthy aGi- 
| ; _  ens,and by the ordeily degrees of Uiſcretion, doef 
| forcſce,and diſcuſſe ſuch enents as may befal them, 
If thou bcelt {o ralbly wedded to dy will, as thou 
wilt not change it yppon better aguie ; it like to 
Rehoboama , thou refufelt the judgement of the 
orauer fort, ood inclincft tothe motions ofthe yon- 
ger company,permitting thy ſcIfc to bee le by che 
line of thy youthfull atfe@tions : je will fall out il 
with thee,as it d:d with Rehoboams\, and the dam- 
| mage ſhall bee ereat which thqu ſhalt ſuſtaine 
" Kin21, thereby, For as Achab ſervppotja will togoeto 
| war, and ob{tinatelie withltandine ©1.ichcas his 
good counſaile , 1ahibiting this his purpoſe , fell 
in the battell, becing woundedynto the death: 
ſo muſt thou needes miſcarrie, if: thou bec{t ob- 
durzte againſt all perſwaſtons , and franticklic 
followeſt thine owne inclinations, againlt all ad- 
monitions, 

Wherefore if ſuch motions aid: in thy minde, 
45doe intice thee to caſt offthe oo af thy "_ 
uenl 


proereſſe of the proazgail ſoune. 39 
venly farher his diſcipline from thy neck,if withthis 
laſciuious and wanton yong man, thou beeſt miRe 
ded to forſake,and giue ouerhis houſe, the church 
ofthe liuing God,and with Demas to 11Oracethis 
preſent cuill worlde , rznging afcer the luftesof thy 


fleſh,and of thy minde : take example by him,and 


after his pleaſures , bee afured with thy ſelte that 
thou ſhalc caſte of his ſorrowes. 

Conſider therefore of the end without ende, and 
thou ſhalc live wichout ende . The pleaſure is ſhort 


nite which ſhal corment vs elſe where. 

If Eſa had reſpected and regarded the ende, he 
hadncuer made billof ſale of his birthrightto his 
other for a meſle of pott2gve,which he could not 
edeem,& purchaſe again wich a tountain oftears. 
If /zdas had wel conlidered of the ende.hee had 
xeuer for a baſc bribe berraied the Loxde of lite, tor 
the which villainy he could not make amendes,no 
not with his life, 

What was the occaſion of the ſubuerſion of Hies 
rulalem,bur their ſecure neglect, and forgerfulnes 
ofthe ende ? they woulde not know their time as 
hriſt obieRerhto them of thcir viſitation, 

This was the bane of this branſicke boy , who 
leſperatelic plunged himlelfinto perdition,hauing 


2 our downfall, if our heedcful diligence in time 
doth norpreuent it, For we are fotickled with the 
yes of this world,and we arc more allured with 
= D 4. OUT 


that delighteth vs here ; and the trormenres are inf-" 


0 foreſightand forecaſt ofthe ende.. And this wil 


by his ende conſidcr of thy enoe,for if thou walkeſt. 


Luke,t9 
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409 The firſt Booke of the 
our preſent ſhort pleaſures, then with al the endles 
and yafpeakeablejoies, which arc promiſed ynto 
vs inthe kingdom of heauen. | 
Theoutwardihew and brauery of this worlde, 
doth *- vs withthis prodigall and loſt childe, 
from ourtathers houſe , And the cauſc of itis this 
becauſe we are delighted with ts preſent beauty, 
and do not foreſee i1is future detgrimity, For the yy 
cleannes of it (as Heremic taithyot Hierutalem)is 
:n hir fcer, XN 
The worlde is like Nabuchadtezzar Ris image, 
whoſc head and foreparts were of gold, bur y legs, 
and end ot it was of ciay, Worldly pleatures jnthe 
beginning doc ſhine like gold ,bur in the end they 
appeare as they are, to bee nothing but eartblie, 
They doe blazelike a candle for a time, but when 
like a Candle that is burnt yntorhe ſocket, they 
come neare ynto their ende, they;are extinguiſhed 
with a very noifome fauour. | 
This world giueth the belt firſt, asthe goucrnor 
of the feaft at the mariage in Cangan,gauec the belt 
winefuſt, Ir is the nature of the worlde, to giue: 
good dinner, buta light ſuppertalwaics the leall 
commethacthelaſt,and the worlt in the cri, 
Wherefore drinke thou not _” worlds Circe- 
an and inchaunred cup, The whore of Babilor, 
cempered hir poiſon of fornication in a cuppe ol 
gold, wherewith ſhe made drunken althe princes 
of the earth, Take thou heede thereof, forhowſoe- 


ucr ic ſeemerh pleaſant atthe firſt caſte , there i 
death in the por., bitterneſſe is in the end,it lcadeth 


[ | thes 
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thee direCtlie vmtp hell.Buy not thou cherefore re- 
pentance ſo deare,when thon mailt purchaſe hea- 
uen at a cheaper tate. For art thou ſomadde<o de- 
e Þ fire burcfull chings, and to runnethy lelte will.nglie 


de, @ inco extreame danger, being admonithed ofir, <4 | 
his If whileſt chou artin thy 1ourney trauniting ay”, Gailicude 


ty, the way,one ſhould meete thee, who ſhoulae tell 4 'S 
viv Þ thee of thecues and robbers who dge beſer that | 
)is | way, whither thou art going, wouldelt thou not 
turne backe,or crofle another way 2 1know that 
ve | thou wouldelt, This liic of ours,isnothing but 
os, away, whercin wee waltc for a cercaine time , It 
ne WY hath beene rolde vs often, that manie theeues doe 
ey lic in the middle way berweene this worldlie Hie- 
ie, MW richo,and our heaucnlic Hieruſalem, who lurke in 
en Þ the thecuiſh cornersof the ftreetes to murther the 
e Þ innocent,to robe vs of our goods, cuenthe good 
ed gracesof God, andiotike away our lues; will 
wee not therefore take heede hereot,and take no 

or ® other couric. 
{ Therefore af{oone as anie temptation dooth 
ariſe, conſider in the beginning , vnto what daun= 
gcrit may leadethcemn the ende, Take it by tac 
ende, as [acob tooke Eſauby the fecte, and by 
the ende, 

Haue God alwaies before thine eyes,and thou 
can(t nor doe amille,ſo ſaith Dawid. [ did ſet Ged ,,, 
before mime eyes therefore I can not faile + wherefore * * 
my heart 1s glad and my tongue rewoyceth, wy fleſb 
alſo doth rejt m hope. 

The Mathernaticians doe eſteeme the circular 
f1yure 


Om ——_. 


ji 
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' militude 


1::1, and found in aduerfitic. 


— "he fir (# Boo keof i e 

figure, asthepertet figure, becauſe in acircle the 
beginning and the ende *doemeerd ro2itner; ther, Þo 
fore that we may bee made perlet, Tet vs in all Ft: 
actions, lay the : beginning . ay the ende topither, 
And ict God who isthe Alpha and beginning : be Wk 
Omeg:yniovs,and.ne end n2 likewiſe, And! letvs ſh 
account all t things but d: oung to eaihe Jeſus Chrilt: Bf 
ſo ſhall we abide alwayes in our 77 houſ:,and Þ y 
our truſt ſhalt bee 1n the tender metcic of God tor o 


cuer and cucr, 
The fcucath Chapte r 


Phat the prodigall ſonre dd when bee had receyucd 
his portton from his father. | 
RE | F riches increaſe , ſer 1 k not y:ar heart 
Tm Fo hero: laich the heaucilly Þ 2{almilt, It 
P24.T 
tis orcat riches notto couer richcs, and 
SV] hepcficiceth much who defireth little, 
To de worldly richis tobe yeric poore:tobe pacre Þþ x 
in ſpirit is the greate{triches. That mult needes be 
yaine whole ende; is vaine, and we ought to haue Þ y 
thatin greateſt deteſtation, which bindererch the Þ < 


coutle of our eternall "Is 1-99 And this riches do. Þ r 


For as the Falcon that is full gorged, willnot come Þ 
tothelure; ſo will not we in our worldly proſpe- 7 
ritie ſeeke after God, For God is loſt } In proſperitie, 


woſperi= Theprodigall ſonne, when he had ot wealth Þ fi 
- a1 at will,didſhake off all obedicnce, =; compaſ- ÞÞ £ 
led 


progreſſe of the proatzall joe, &z TT 
(ed the worlde,tramiled vnto the yttermolt coaſts 
ofthe earth, as farre asthere was ground, andas 
farrcashe could from his fathers houſe, 

Heis carried farre that riderh vpon the diuell : 
for fiane leadech him , furic and rebethon {purre.h 
him forward. Rego lorgingua (lah «Aug! ſtine) 
wit oblivio dei. T he farre country which he fo! Wl, 
was his heart farre from God.his viter forgettuines 
of his fathers {eruice. 

He went farfrom God by his fin and wickedaes; 
| Forby godly obedience we draw neer to God,8. 
{by the contratie,he deparced fare from him, W's 
| Hedepartedfarre trom him, Firii of all by an How we are F1ity 
 oppolice and tarre differing diſpoſition, God his — i 
Uolo,being his Ne/o,his wv il being his nill, and ſo Ge 
| ofthe contrarie : omitting that which hee ſhoulde 
| commit, and doing that which ſhould beyndone, 

prepoltcrouſlic peruerting and difordering Gods 
| precepts, making them negatiue which are affic- 

” mative,and afiumatiue which he hath negatiuclie 

| propoundecd, 

| Ojithis departure our Sautour Chrift {peaketh, 200k os 

 vimgtheſclteſame phrate of ſpeech in the ſame res: 

| fence,ctaxing the hypoctitic ofthe Scribes and Pha- 

| rites , This people draweth neere vato mee with 
teir lippes : but their hearts are verie farre from 
mee,\Whenas weeſce two fitting and ta}king to- 

Sither, and the one yaricth from the other in opi- 

nion.: wee yſe to ſay that the one of them is farre 

from the other. Andinthis reſpect mayethis pro- 
dioall jonne , and cycric finnes bee properlie 
| {aide 


AtNT que't, 
enan7 NET. | ' 
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{ aide to £0 farre from God, 

* Secondlie, he is ſaide to haue gonefurre : jn re. 
oarde of the oreat and manie {innes hee did com. 
mit,which the mcre t1ey were , [the further they 
did lead him. For cueric j:nne being 3 manitc{t de. 
feion and departure from God; the y may bee 
righthic laid to depart !ef{-ror further, the leiler of 
more ſinnzs they doe commit. A$he 'maybec ſaid 
to go fartherthenan ocher, that rakerh more paces 
or greater then 3NOf, cr, 

This milchicte was in his "2 FN cparture, that 
the further he went, the leflerreckoning hee made 
of hisfather, Tiicre was nowe ſuch a ſpa ce by his þ 
farre trauaile berwecne the obie& ſt the ſence, 
berweene his eye,and his fathers hbuſe, as his Goh 
failed bim, the onely great God did nowe {cer 
the lealt to his carnall eyes. For a thing which is| 

Creatin his owne nature, if we bchold it farte off, Þ 
her neth little yntovs.Our eye beames the further 6. 
if they are dilated and extended , hethinner they Þ 
2 ſceme,and ac thc lalt they van! mY gbite away, an 
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4 Tmilirude 


[ b fmulinide 


wh 
are no cs hone, The vunce which ! by the lear- 
ned tudgemc at of Aſtronomers , 1s farre greater | vn 
then rhe carth, being lo farre diftant , and ns: i 


ued from our eyes , "ſcemerh butof a footeortvwo fe. 
biencfſe ynto ys, 

Is nos our caſe the {ame ? Haud not we all like 
loft ſheepe departed from the Church, thetheepc-Þ,, 
fold ofthe Lord, and from !eſus Chrif the great v 
{heepheard of our ſoules, who would, ifwe woulde Þ ; 
-haveremained wthhim, jlafely brovgne vs into the Þ ,, 

greens Bf 


progreſſe of the proaigall ſonne. 45 


rene paſtures, and would haue led ys to the wa- 

;of comfort? Haue not wee all of vs gone ve- 
> farre from him by wilfull diſobedience, ſtarting 
(derlike a broken bowe? Haue wenot followed 
enourowne luſtes , and made little reckoning 
fGod,and his religion?It is roo mantteſt that wee 
me, And what hath becnethe occaſion ofall 

is? butonehe becauſe wee have beene glutted 
nd ſurfeired with Gods goodnefle : God hath tap 
iberallic dealt vs out our portions z and wee haue 
heene too proude of our oucrmuch proſperitie, 
"ngodlie men we are,who hauc turned the grace of lude, 
11h Cy mY. | iato want onneſſe,and hare denied CG od 4 he 

welie Lord,and our Lord le ſans E hriſt. 

 Asthis wasthe iniquitic and ouerthrowe of So- 
dome, fulneſſe of bread, and idlencfle : ſo worldlie WW 
Felicitie is our onlic infelicicie,the onelie Catbuncle _ j | 
and deſtruRtion of our ſoule, As the ſerpent will * milicude if toy. 
Skill them with his poyſon, which culled him , and | 
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Icheriſhed him with their heate : ſo worldly goods, 
which through the immoderar heat of our minds 
'wedoe gather eogirher, will gnavwe our conſci- [i 
ences, and like a preedie worme that neuer dyerh THIS. 
will ever bee feeding vpon our bodics, and our [HEAL 
foules, Ny f 
My elefFpeople(laith God) wared fat :and Gn iy 
what then \they forfoob: a Cr ad that made them, and | | 
regarded not the ſtrong God of their ſaluation. The | Y | 
| Prophet Efay taketh vp the ſelfe ſame complaint, . (# 
| laying: The Harp, the Timbrell,&+ the Pipe are in £/v.5 i 
| their feaſts ; but they reſpeft not the weorke of the | 
| Lord, | jk 


= — —————_— 
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a” I - yy Books of the 


| Lord, wetther do they conſider the operation of hilfþe | 
han Fr Ifthe people doe but (it doyviie to cate, and; 
rink wc heare by and by thatthey riſe vp to play 
\Vherctore if cou att a minde to ſerue God 
{ct not thy minde evpon this preſent euill worlde, 
We canner Inou canlt not looke yp to heaven with one eye 
inioy God andvyppon the earth wich the otter at one time, 
&thewcrld 7)zgon cannot fiande beforc t ic Arke of God: 
togitners wee cannot w orſhip God andjine Jdoll of thi 
worlde, Onething is necefiare, as Cit telleth 
'Njs\ Atartha, 
I « fimilitude It thou graucſt with one Loſe or {eweſt with 
WA one needle, Thou fhale riddeand| diſpatch a greaMte 
deale more worke, then thou ſhoulceſ} if thou D 
wroughtelſt with :wotooither, forone of them wil] 
hinder an other : fo n uch riches will hinder thy 
rcligion,and the further thou gocit from the worldÞ 
the neerer thou commelt vito Gal, 
| __ - Therebe manie Cities and rownes corporate, 
| which are endowed with cuſtons & priuiledges, 
! diftering from others: yet are they not{acontrarie, 
but one may haue the freedome of diuerſe of them 
at once : Bur Babylon and Hieruſatem,, heauen 
and earth, God and Mammon, are at ſuch mor 
tall and deadlie foade ogither,asthey may not be 
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| matched and combined togither ,/We cannot bea 
[ freeDeniſon'in heauenaboue, and be a bond ſer-ÞÞ 
y uant to this wicked world bene eath, There cn be 
lf Cor,s wofellowſhip betweene righteoxſcefſe and vnrighte- 


WL 0:4ſneſſe:no ſoctetie with li 'Tht and durkenes pro Juni. 
tic ang agreentent with God An? 'Beliall, We Cari 
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hui: partakers of the table of the Lord,and of the ta- 1*Cor.19 

ndfiÞle of Dincels, We readin hc aie ſcriptures how the 

camaricancs would haue confounded theſe extre- 

tics, and mangled Gods religion, andmingied 

therewithal! their idolacrous ſuperſtitions, 
Naam the Syrian was ſuch a kinde of 2, King.s 

ellowe : hee was content to offer incenſe , and 

ſacrifice to God ! bur with it hee wouldekeepe 

ſtillche fauour of his Prince, and the credite of his 

place,he woulde repaire betweene times with his 

maiſter into the houſe of R 77mon, | 
Nicodems was willing to be a profeſſor, and #73 

to becom Chris diſciple, bur he would not come 

byday,butby Nealth inthe n1gkhr , for fearc of the 

Jewes.cf he lofle of is authoritie, and good eſtate 

n this world, 
The gallaunt young Gentleman, thatſhewed Maths 4 

ſomuch zeale of the Kingdome of heauen , as | 

ef it hee had meaned preſentlie to have gone thi- 


2.King.17 


5, ther, woulde not depart with his worldlie poſ- T 
, þ ffons forthe purchaſe of that kingdome , Hee 
nÞ was ofthat mind,to hauc heauen and the world,or 
nÞ# tohaueno heaucn ar all,But this conld nor bee, for 
Mauh.s 


«| they are two impzrious, and contraric mailters, 

Þ whom no man can {eruetogither at onetime. 

As the people of iſrael neuer had Manna,and x,q16 

«If the fleſh portes of Egypr at one tyme 2 fo is it 

e if not permitted vs to taſte at'one time of the des 
lehtes ofheauen,and the pleaſures of the worlde: 

 Þ forthe loue of the one breedeth the loathlomneſle 

Þ *theother, | 

As 
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our fou'es, Gcuctburdened with woridlie grofle af 


Wy Booke of \the 


As the Romacke,ifitbediſtempered with raw, 


! | a fmilnude hymornrs.it cannot rcllſh well ſauburie meate : 
itt 


fechons, we cannot ta !c of heaucn'y conlolations 
When as Phzr.:oh gaue commaundement to 
te Heorcw people to offer ſacrifice to their godin 
Egypt: 2/ſesmailean{weretwatircould notfe 
be . Shall ws (igih he) offer viito & od the ibhoms- 
MULETONS of [ JL C0 vptians? | 
When Iclus cotred into the Temple of Hie. 
rufalem, and chalcd out the prophane Mar. 
chants and copeſmates from the:1ce ; hee didby 
that cxample, nor obſ{curely teachivs, that there 
no roome for ſuchin the Church, whoſe godline 
is their g:ine,whotrade themſclugs wiiole to thy 
aftaires of this worlde, Inaliruch therefore as this 
inans proſperitie puft him vp withſpride,and drewf 
his hicart farre from his due obedichce ro his graci-þ 
ous fathcr : let vs that (tand take heedleaſt we fall; 
and orcatly (tande in fearc, that when tne worldef 
tauourcth vs, the divel! witlmolt temp: vs, and ei 
ſtrange ourhcarts from the teruice/ot Cod, 
Let ysnot theretore, forthe louc of or carthirÞ 


ys wcC, © mw A «a= s 
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and worldly portion, fozl:ke our heaueniic tatnerþ ( 


whoisabeter portion Fs houle is little Zoar , the 
citicof icfuge, vato which Lot fied, and was pre- 
ſerued when Sodome was deftroyid, In his houſe 
are many dwellings, his houſc is made ot golde, 
and his gates of precious ones, It weabide there, 
we ſhall haue riches at our dcfire, '.For riches and 
plentiouineſlc js in his houſe, and at his righ hands 

als 
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tÞÞ arc 2boundant plcaſuresfor cuermore. 

of Whenas Gorgi4s came in bartellagainſt /udag, yu. & 
6 and 1dcs made his ſolemne oration to the Iewes. © 
 Þ chat werein che camp, among other things which 

off becharged them, hee perempterily comniaunded 

a th:m, chatthey ſhould net be too greedie of the 

of ſpoile of cheir enemies, but ſhould Randeto it hke 
men,and fir fight manfully & ouercome the ene- 

mi2,& there would be time afterward wag and 

.Þ inough,todiuide che pray among them - fo foraf- 

\Þ much as our life is a warfare, and we fightnot only Ephef'6 
| again(t fleſh and blood, bur againſt principaitties,as | 
gainſt worldly powers, againki ſpiritual wickednes 

which isin high places, let vs not too couetouſly 

ſecke worlely wealth, Letvs fult gird vs with our 

ſwords vpon our thighes , and warch agatuft our 

| encmies,the world the :(Þ; & the divel:lervs firſt 

i-Þ kill them who ſceke to kill ys. 21d after che viAtorie 

;Þ and conqueſtis ours, we {hal all of vSin heaue with 


| oy and gladnes diuide the ſpoylc amotfg ys. 


The cight Chapter. 


Of the waſte which the prodigall ſonne maae of his 
portion: Under which how tr anſitorie worldly ry- 
ches are ,ewidently is declared, 


—=.27Fg He holie Prophet well perceiuing the 
Al bias ofthe world, how fondly it 1s fix- 
SY'ed vpon im3ginarie pleaſures, & mo« 

1 mentanicdelights,thus graucly & v& 
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hementhe reprooueth their fooliſhnes: O ye ſons of 
men,how [ ng wil ye blaſpheme mime honor, ad hae 
frch pleaſure in vanitie,and ſceke after lea /rng ? He 
accounterh worldly pleaſures but vanitic and lea- 
Gng, becauſerhey promile vs ioy and do giue ys 
{orow, the y promuſe vs continuance,and diſſemble 
like hypocrites,and ſuddenly doforiake vs. 
This is plainly {eene in the hyſtorie ofthis man: 
for he rufled not long in his jollitic and excefſc:but Þ 
he ſuddeniie did finke,and froma great flood came Þ 
to aloy cbbe,his part was ſoone plaied , and like Þ 
coa,vame-player hee departed from the ſtage to 
ut off his veſture.Fcor the rext ſhewethhowe not 
hop afcer,as he parted from hisfather,ſo he depar- 
ted from his fathers {ubitance, | | 
In himis fulfilied che ſaying of the Pſalmiſt, !Þ 
my ſclfe hare ſeene the os tn great power, ard 
flouriſhing live a greene Bay tree, and] went by, aut} 
loe he was gone: ] ſought bim , b:it his place conla 
J v # 
where be ford. 1 he regard therefofe of this ſo mu- 
table and trauſtorie a condition of this preſent 
woride, is argument inough, ifthere were noother 
reaſon,to weane our ſoules from the loue thereo, Þþ 
1.1 tothe onely louc of God, 
** The world doth ſerue vs 2s the hangman doth 
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Y the theete, who as ſoone as hee hath mounted hinfſp « 
k |, cotie top ofthe Gidbet,he throweth him cowne ; 
| I -yiolentlie,and ſodiſpatcheth him, 
"a fiilitude. | A man knoweth not his ende,but even as a fiſhſj © 
ith 1s taken with thehooke, and as the bird is ſnarcdÞd 2 
| by the nez,andtheir delirutioncommeth of ao © 
I Ha to => ain 
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provreſſe of the prodigall ſoune, ST 
f | daine: lo fodainely wee do periſh, and cometoa 
e Þ fearctull cond, cucn as a dreime when a man awas 
« Þ keth,and cucn as flowers that ſoone doe fade , and 
- Þ dolozfe their yortue, the fpider of che dne fiune 
$ Þ that commecth trom bis body, weaucth a webbe 
e Þ withexcecang much tabour,tocatch aflie, and a 
lictle putt 07 winae, or a huswines broome fiveee 
: Þ perhdowne all,and al! that labour perithern:fo we 
« Þ with dayly rormenting our bodies, and vex.ng Our 
x Þ ſpirics, doc weaue vs nettes to intangle men , and 
| to bring in ryches , which when wee haue ob- 
| tayned, wee neede nor much to boaſt, tor we haue 
ootten buta flic, an Egyptian flic, that js alwaies 
| buzzing adout vs, and moleſting vs ; and that 
| which is worſt of all , weecan nor keepe out 
wealth when we haue gotren it , but alictle puffe 
4} of rind going out of our bodies, we recurne againe 
4 vnto our duſt, and all ourthoughts perith, 
7 Ic is flaydot Farmiball, thathee knee well 
1-8 mnouch how to get a victorie , but hce knewe nor 
nt howe to keep: it, We knowe infinite aeuices and 
| fetches to attaine toriches, but wee know no way 
| howe to keepe them long when we haue attained 
| tothem, 


"lk Death ſerueth ys as traitours, For he not onelic 4 fimilitud 


my depriucth vs of our liues', but deſpoylech ysofour 
i ou While(t Nabauchadrez,zar was ſtalking in 

iSeallery,8& vaunting himſelf of the brauery of his 
court,and ſtarelines of his Palace, ſaying, Is not this 
great Babell which I haxe built? ſuddenly his kings 


dome 'was taken from him , and was cxpulled 
Hi BD the 
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4 The firft Booke of the 
the companie and ſocictie of men , and driven a+ |. 
mong beaſts, | 
Wailclt Baitaſar was quafiing out of his. maine 

Bowles,and {urfeiting himſcite with his finful plea- 
fures:immediately he deicried 2hand-writing vp- 
onthe wall, which was the dehinitiue doome of 
his deſtruction, 

1the Epicure inthe Goſpell, whilefthee tal, W; 
ked to himſcltc of his (tore of corne , which he had 
hoordcd and heaped in his Graineryes , as a 
ſtore for manie ycares, Harrcred himiſelte in a foo. 
Iſh ſuppoſall of continuance tg cxpende them, 
but his 1ope deceyued him,and hee nor onelic was 
pronounced afoole, butthe euent prooued him ſh, 
one, for his ſoule euen that night was taken from 
him, his treaſures, and his pleaſures could not a- þ,, 
bide with him, 1 

The whore of Babylon was exceeding drun- ſſh 
ken with hcr worldhe profperitic : butlike ynto ſh; 
ftrong drinke, it made her fo \giddie , as ſhec 
not onclic {tumbled but came tumbling downe 


therewith, 


1. fgmilitude Whilcft many waghalters,and vngracious baies ſhe 


vicalie ito 3norchard,and gather much ſruit, and hh! 
| doelade their powches and floppes wirh them: ſar 


iſ ſuddenly commeth the Gardiner and caketh away 
| all whica they had couetoully lurched, and dry ba- 
Tit ſiceh the,& ſo diſmiſſeth the withtheir juſt reward, 
I} Whileſt chis vngracious yonkerhad gathered togt- 


ther his riches & his portis, there were diuersſcouts 
and gardiners that took him napping, & wrought? 
| | ſpeccy 


l 


proereſſe of the prodtrac: 

ſpeedy wracke, and conſumption of his 11.ttance, 

The Ilraclitcs vexed and turmoiled their bodies Exed,s 
in gathering cf (tubble,and when they came home 
loden with their grievous burdens, they were lod 
with ſtripes, vntill they rozredour for very anguiſh 
ofheart, I his tyrannous world, like another Pha- 
740 purteth vs to our taskeand enioyn. 1th ys aayly 
toſecke to brino home the Rubble of this earth, 
which whe we han done, we are churliſhly intrea» 
eed.and defpitctully puniſhed;for we get our welth 
ntract of time,and | 1c it ina moment, pb 
Monwalhoth{taith Daxid ina vaine ſhadow,and P/al49 
7 weteth Mme if e 12 14116 hehe. weth UP riches 
wmdcanmot tell who yall rather them, lt hath been 
nancice, & it isa true proterb;Fortima vitrea eff, 
put £118 ſplendet franvitur, Fortune isa brickle 
nd weake yeſlcl!, a o'aflethat often when itthy- 
ety,breaketh, It thou wilt gacker vp thy wits,and 
it not be blind with thine eves open, thou ſhalt 
nd{uch incontancie in the whole courſe of the . 
orld;2s thou ſha!lthaveſnal cauſe to put afhance 
t.It calteth down one to exaltan other,it impo- a ſimilitude, I}, 
*niheth one to enrich an ochcr: and herein it isnot 
d Fhlike vnto an houre- olaite', which empricth one 
1 Jittofill an other, when one is ful it is turned vp," 
a Þ:d the ocher that is emprie isrurned downe.- 


an? wo V9 wwP 


& B# We oficn ſee how thara glaring,and brightſhi: © milirude | 
d n2morning,breedeth a glamie and rainic day, | 
5" © Sunne ſhinern cleerly early in the morning, 


5 Wd ofa ſudden itis condenſed and obſcured with 
0? Fids and foggic ayre. Thisexpreſly ſhadoweth- 
} | E 3 the 


Et an roxtonm duh oactot wowed en des on bd EL ao 
_—_., 


f Marth,21 
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onetime to honour k 11 , they! {towed the flood 


. firſt Bookeof the 
1s worid, 1n the which there is no 
ccrtainrie ©; ſtay, | 

I we hauctriendsto day , wee awe none to 
morrowe : forties do change, and men change 
withthe times, Chrilt,,xho atone time was wel. 
comed in the way with grecnc! bowes: at an other 
time was openly whipped withdiie roddes , At 


with garments : at anothcr time io ſhame him, 
they ripped him of his garments. One time they 
crie Hsſ41:4, and doe call him; bleſied : an othe 
time contrarie wilcthe; cy yell and howle , ſaying! 
Crucifie hm, crucifie him. 

Thereisno wile man w! 10 vv il Þn!'d yppona 
oround which is not firme, wire the vt: des that 
blow, and the raine whic!: tall may beate ypor 
that houſe, andthe fall of it will *h vreat ; by 
hce will build vpon 2 ſore foundation which ſhal 
not ſlirrefor the regeof any rqypett, Let Got 
bce our Rocke ypen whome wee builde,and thei 
(25 Daxrld fayeth ) wee ſhall bee lhe w4:to mount 
oa "mw ch cannot be remoourd, but ſtaracth fall 

Let vsnot builde vppon vncertainery 
for they are. ike vnto! the broken (taft 


ola 


ol Egy pt, vpon which who ſo leanerh, it taller 
a Pceces, 
How i. .zatorie and bricfe out t worldly loyes 2t 


- - 
' 


c2nn0t be meepianniy & euidently ſhewed, the 
by : the ;18C v” which the fſh 1$caught,and by ti 
ina:es by whichthe burde is ſuddenlic deccyue 
The fiſh when hee {ceth a Worme in the watdiF'® 

| | _ 


proereſſe of the proazgall ſonne, 55s pp 
$kudderh vnto it, twailoweth it vp greedilie ? But- 


no - "oof 
thisbaitcis her bane ; for the hooke thein{trument 

| of preſent deaihis couered with it, and. her joy 

to wh ry” 

offs woundeth hier, The bird Ficth haſtily co. Furnels.af 


7 Þ corne {carcered inthe way, and ſhe is fetrered with 
lime-twigees,or intangled with anet, which was 
+ Þ fred inthe way for her, 

The wife man fayth thus: 7 [aidof laughter, Eccleſ,s 
thou art made : ant of roy oh.tt ts that thou daeſt ? 
Labour thou not therefore for the meate that peri- Ton, 6 
tell [2c1b , but for the meate wh ich endureth unto exer- 
WM {1/ting /ife. And couet thou with C1oſes ratherto Heb.rn 
Þ lffer a2uerfitie with the people cf goaghen to ins 
oy the pleaſures of linne for a ſeafon, We are born 
off Kecping,anc we ſhall dic forrowing, and woulde jth 
we live reioycing ? 


More ſorrow then ioy doth that father taſte of, a fimilitude: 
whoin one and the ſelte ſame day, ſcerh his ſonne 
both tobe borne, and buried, and co haue noconti- 
nuance, 7] he prodigal ſonne {pilt his goods like was 
terthat ruaueth apace , it mcled like wax before 
theheat of the fire,it was vo {.oner gathered, burie 
Was ſcattered, what toy then could he haue therin? 
Fwacn as cofort laſted but the twinkling of an eie, 
but ſorows endured for alog ſcafon, Whertore for 
aſmuch as thisis our condition, we ate ſaan depri= 
Yucdof the grace of God,our portion in this worlde 
lateth not with vs; Themirth of tabrets reſteth the Eai.24 
myce of them that retoice endeth,the toy of the harp © © 
eaſeth, Let vs vſe this world as though we vicd it x,Cor, s 4 
& ling worldlic ſubttaunce as wee yic oares to 


E 4 cowe | | | | 


et 


" F 
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The fir t Bod e of the 


4  alimilitude rowe. with , which wee vie to lay ade when wee Þ 


come roland and as ſtaues in out hands,whillt we 
travaile by the Way, lay mo chem! away at Our 10up © 
eyes ende, 


Theninth Chapter, 

Ofthe maner howe the prodig all | WH larſhed out | 
his portion: vnder which the damnable effeclesofþ 
whordom,andriatons linmy are f ſplaied, 


' His ding thrift not only ſpent, but mil. 
\pent bas: portion, he pb it with 
5 WhC res,asSitisin the clauſe, and rio- 
R992] tolfly concodtedit, as ic is infertedin Þ 
the beginning of the hiſtory, | T 
It had beene well with him if hee had ſuRained F t 
but a temporall loſle, and hadnot loit God as well 
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ifs as his cold; But running ouer the ſhooes, hereliedÞ « 
not till he was ouet the cares . Beeing once impu-Þ « 
A dent,ne grew palt grace. bcing fallfninto Ch-716-Þ 
i des, lee deſperately plunged him(de i into Seylla, FF * 
the merciless gulfe of perdition and deſtruction, 1 

Ohhow is it to be wiſhed and fexuently prayed Þ | 

F” . for, that worldlings, who go ſpoiled of their riches Þþ 1 
i to the Oraue , might not goe ſpoiley of all- yertue Þ ! 
into hell? | 1 


Hee is taxed principallie for two, groſle finnes, 
| Whoredom and Ryot:the yery froath and fore of 
all ſinne, 


i Hee lived riotouſly,and the tory ſhewerh how, Þ 


| | euch þ 


# » 


a 
» 
-— 
- 
4 
+ 
[2 
- 


f 
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and inordinate companions. And ſuch mates, ſuch 
| kind of men alwaies doc cull out : For like will to 


 toliue] vleiy without awe Or 90urrnngnt, as they 

oroWen ycares, {0 will they grown wanonneſle, 
ui they will be then con{o: ted with none bu wanton 
| COMpanions. 


E 1t1325 much as it it had {a1d, that he ted in al wi 
| mit,or what miſchicte doth itnot commirc? If mite 
| feariul maner: there 1519 grace of God to be found 


| in luch, who wallowe inthe mire and puddl2 of 
| this finne. | 


ding no place forthe ſole of hir tx:e but clans o | | 


| 15tO delight 1 in clean ſoules, 


| tous diet, glutrony and drunkennes, arc thecoales 


progreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. $7 
even by laſhing icon ,vppon harlots, and. knauesz 


like,as it iSin the olde prouerbe | Such asare 1wan=- 
only cockered from thcir cradles. and are ſutered 


, I As ts. 


In thatthe Pory faich rharheliucd m ryorouſnes, Ryorouſnes F | 
, and Whor- | 


| . " dom caul; | | 
kednes, For what wickednes doth yotouliciſeo: —_— Ws 


pendeth all che oitres and graces ot Wwondinimnalt I1! 


The Doue,coing out of the Arke of Noah, Gn, mn 


carcaſſes, would not reſt there , bur ceuntied tothe, 
| Arke: ſotheholy ſpirit of Cod, 7 nhogdetccnded lil: ay, 
f 2Douc, willing to remaine and dwell mn our harts; 
| thefindeththem polluted with this carriongu hich 
all abhomination, it will fl;c away from vs, and «<-- ff | 
not abide with vs, As the naturz of Dounes is to de- 


lohtin cleanehouſes:fo the nature of Cods LA 


A ſpices mt veniant,ad candida refta columbes Ou FIR 
Accipiet vullas. ſordida turris anes. *' 
Nore thfl 


Thus fire of the fleſh is the fire of hell; our YO- (,ying, 


thac 


< " , 


Fre grie- 


— 1e fir (t Boo e of the 
that kindle it:the flame therotf 15 filthines: the aſhes 
yncleannes:the linoak-1iatamy : the ead of it 2 tor. 
ment to the ſoule a deſtructicnito the bodice, 
ſhortaing ofour life, tae corruption of £60U rank 
ners, cad an Sec tranſyreſiion of the whol: 


law efCet Lecone hte the refers pur o! x mes 
for the preater fire doth ouercome the leſſer . O- 


uercome thus lefler fire winch burneth i in thy bodie, 


dy ſerting betore thine cies the ge coater fire of hell, 
which viterlic ſhall burne thy body and thy ſoul, 
Hee that keepeth nor hiniiclic fron this fire in 
carth: {hall bee (ure ro burne in the other fire in 
Hell, for the Apolile nath fat: econciudediit, That 


they that do» [a ch things ſal! not h/ner it the kmng- 
dome of God. 


The gricuouſneſſe of this ſ1anc may deiundoed of 


10us punith ſufficiently by te gricuouſnes of the print Þmicur 


nent of 
#vhorcdom, 


4 4:19.15. 2, 


pit, oma- 


Res 


which God ac al cnncs hath inflicted vpon it Here. 
upon ſaith ſaint Aro %/tin. Qxrs drcbirauer it bac eſſe 
ſeeleratins commilſiv2, quod jt gravciues indica, 
Who doth doubt,thar that is hanolily ' COMMitted 
which 1s ofthe.Lod lo {eucreiy pu: liihed, 

For Ryot and Whoretlon he Lord oucrwhel. 
med the firit world with water ; and Sodome and 
Gomorrha,and the citics round abqur, he burnt vp 
with fire : He did ſmite O-4b with fuddaine death: 


he waſted and deſtroicd the city of the Sichemires, 


 andalinoit viterly extinguiſhed and raced out the 
wholetribe, of **aARG This brought Ammon 
_ yatimely tohis deati), S4l0720r idolatry, Came 


\ ſortohisblindnelle, the aducrſaties of $4 {arms to 
| thei 
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neo with his, home Chiiſt doth vypbraide bc- Mark.16 | 
| cauſe of their yobelicte, | 


doth more LOYEW" thei atiy man canne devine: 
| Yet the tv brethren Iawes and John ſwelled Mawh.ze 


progreſſe of the prodttgall ſonne. 59” 
cheir iuſt deſtruRtion , and Dauid Gods feruaut,  c, 


vnto manjfolue afflicions . This cauſed amiſcra- Nurs.25 
ble maſſacre amongthe ifſraclites, for by rcaſon 

of this finne, chove: and twemny choufgnde loules 

were murdered without mercie , and dig f.!l in 

one day. 

Nay further , whatmay wethinke of this fine 
which hah beene thus puniſhed, when 2s diuerle 
gthers veric gricuous fiancs , hauc clcaped vn- 
puoiſhe d- 

Hove manic {finnesvneraciouſly committed 
in Chriites ſacred focietie , by his dom«ttccall d1f- 
ciples did hee imercitullic remir? and doe we reade 
how Ryot or Whoredom hath beene tolcrated tn 
any of rhe? 

Lactedulity is a foule tault, yet Tromas Didyares jy 
was tained with this blot, a4 al the dilcip:cs were 


Ambiuon , 21d Pride is 2 venemous V: ;per, and 


therewith, and the other tceane werenot a little 
blown, Fe puttce Vp With diflaine,Finallic at the 
Patroulhs and lift {upper whata bruile, and bitter I u;g.22 
brawle did breede among them about the pri- 
macic, Winleſt cach of them did (irive for pre. 
ferment 1bouc others, and communcd conteiti- 
oully which ſhould bethe greateſt inthe kingdom 
of heauen? 

Malice , and ſugrcd defire of reucyge 15 2 Inle3 

$4 12kic 
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" 0 "The fl Booke ifihe 


maine miſchiefe ! yet two of the A poſiles were 
hercely ſer vponir, and much miſled with i it, When 
in their implacable and inexorable fomiacks , they 
called for a iudgement againft rhe Samaricans 
and would hand ade Chritthe patterne of thr 
pecuiſhnes,defiring is authority to command fire 
from heauentobume vp his aduerſaries, 

Enny is 2 fretting 2nd turious ebill 2 yet one of 
Chriſt his houſhold was diſeaſed thc rewith, Fer 
{obz did enuie it,and come tc very much , that 4 
man thaw nnc of their corJpanie ſhoulds 
hauc the !! 'berty to vic Chriſtes comm ff1on, and to 
practiſe in his name, Afr:/ter(laich! hee ro our $2. 
uiour Chriſt ) we ſerve 0722 © aft ”0 oft devils m thy 
HARE 00/7 dwe Exbad him l. Co tf. Fo t: tor, "th th: "tf 


[ 
d 
; 
/ 


not with vs, 
What thall I ſav of conetolacs ſe! 1e root of : 
euill , with-vv hich his hov{honlde { if (ciple oy ' 
wasmight he bewicched? For he Ar « thiefe, and 
caried the bas. | ; 
 Taftofal apoftaſ? 'cand de! eRion fon n >he fairh, 
and the open av1tration of alknn! xnetriut his 2 fn 


excecding dangerous: yer Peter t:liqroir, and at 


(1.3 the voice ofa damfell exceedin; vly raged, ad rh 

WAH birter curling,periurie,and banning did denie his 

lt « meet” |. 2-775 | | 

[ "This have Welatd opentne n rkefnefe 1 the 

T1 | Qiſciplesand blowne ope their $kirtcy , and have 
\ iN noted ſuch defeQtrs w hich the (criprurk: ge ynto 


them , which are odious and hor;tble : yer hind we 
none branded with this note of ryotolſneſle , or 


Ges 


: 
; 
L 
is? . 


' 


| 


nronrefſe of the prodigalt fonune. 
t1odded wthe face with the black co3leof vnclean EE 
tie . For no vackeanc ihing (hallenter(ſaith ſaint 


a « i + 


- ! BN. * i . % " : bY,” 
ohn) intotne Kinggom of Gexten, 
.. 


ey a 

$, The narurc of bis tinne 2irfereth from a | finnes? Th « diffo. 

ir @ororiicr macs oy do i: ghe againſt the {oule.but rence of 

re Mhis Erin iohtetw agnini the wile man , the bo- whordoat 
from other 


ly and} the Sou, IL Acgmicy e::1 9 boics play, tobar finnes, 
of Nv ONT, 

 $»c{1 as are giuenand devoted to this f1nne, 

x (re bruttth and boalthe , they are. Jike as Dauid Plal.z0 
F ayti> 7 ; the Horſe and Mule without wnder- 
l lc iis 

&- ; thine eyes therefore from beholding this 
30121tis valawtuil fjorthee to fee, that which is 
vlawtull tor thee to dehre . Death entreth ({aierh 
1i21emy) by the windowes otchine cies, the eyes 
othootthe arrow that doth wound thy hart, 
Withſtande thou therefore t14is tempration and 
puoide it; Ietitnorticale the walles, and fortrefle 
thy heart : forthen will itraigne in chy mortal 
ody, Ext.nguifh and pur our this fire of concupi- 
cence with afountaincot teares, Thereare fewe, 
whoarenotinyouth or inage inticed to this Fr-1e, 
de aduiled taerefore by the wildome of Sal1mon, 
ho preſcribe this countaile in elegant wile, 
ay unto w!{aome thou art WY S:iter R a: acall vn Prey 
lerſt anding thy bir ſwomas: : that they 12a) heepe | 
hee from the [frange worma',euen from the [tran= 

ger th.it 2s 292th in hir wordes, Let not thine hart Verſe.n5 
recline t9 br pathes wander thou not in hir wayec, © 
Korſebath cauſed many to fall downe worrmnaed, 

430 


Hier 9 


-- ——_———— 
- - 


— 


—_—_—  —IIn—R— Br - 


The fir Booke of f he 
& the ro: men are al flame by t1r:h:T honſe th 
wy viito the grauegwhnch goeth downe to the chan 

bers of death, | 
Now thistrempytation muſt bee ſubdued, bye. 
We are not chewing and auoidine it. Ocher finnes are van. 
+uiedempoeM cuithed, as it were wich force|)of armes by tigh 
# NG to 10g againſt them : but there is no wreſtling , ant 
Y auoiden, Frving againſt this enemie , bur wee mult turns 
our backes, and runnc away from him. Come 
not necre pitchleaſ(t thou bee defled with it 7 thi 
| fine will defile thee, if thou commeſt anic thing 
{ zfimilitude necre it , Itis no credice for thee, ne ther 1s. 
mect to wraltle and gripplc in the field with him, 
who hath wallowed in the mite, and is all be ſme» 
red and dawbed with &irte, for thou canſt nat 
chooſe but be berayed by his filth , howſocuer 6. 
| therwiſethouſhouldeRt caft him ro the grounds, 
IE" a froifitrude Whar king will not chaſe to poeto wart? abroad! 
Wir - againſt the faceofthe eacimny, Wwhenhe knowetk 
| he hath faltc harted ſubi-&s at home? ivee nouriſh 
| ſmnes as traytors inour owne boſomes, and wet 
ol cartie them about ys, The skirmiſh therefore and 
v1 conflict will bee daungerous f wee tight at home, 


- =, _ ; . 
letvstherefore goe abroade from our inwardesl 


feRtions, and thentheviftoric and conqueſt my 


\/ bee ours. | 
| Tangs Truſt thou notin any caſethe wife of Heber, fa 
' ſhee wil beguile thee :thee will. offer thee creame 
, outof a Lordly diſh;butlike a tyrant, with a ham 
mer {hee will naile theeto the ground, Thou hab 


many flatterers attending vponthee, wholike 4: 
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chal 


prog reſſe of the prodigall ſonne 'F, 
e445 courtiers wil d2ung-rouſly deceiue thee. If 
hon doeſt truſt vnro ſuch t-iie rrophers,thou ſhalt 
withthe Proptet ſert ro Teroboars 2 eaten ofaly- 
Mon and be devoured whileſt there isnone to helpe 
thee. Run away therfore with a (wift for tfrom this 
fn which is like 2 Crocodile, who wil deſtroy thee 
Wife (eerh thee firft, 


1,Xmg.2h 


1 King,ty 


Ne ThetenthC napter. 


vl The danger that commeth by enill company , ex« 
k preſſed by the danger that theprodigall Sonne 
fell into. 


T7”, Hereas the ſpirit ſpeaketh euidentlie, 
7chat ryotouſn:{ſe was the ruine and 
XX downtal of chisman : and that his ryo- 
GIARouſncs confifted inthe yaine & bad 
company with whom he did connerle;with whona 
and among whom he devoured his ſubftance,and 
MF conſumed his inheritance : not onely afir, buta 
nl necef{aric cxhortation from hence doth ariſe, to as 
cy word ſuch companions, by whome we may fal into 
Mthe like calawitic, 

F Heeis an vnwiſeman who ſeeing his neighs a imilitud 
bours houſe on fire beforc his eyes, will not in due 
time rake hcede ynto his owne . Other mers 
dangers are faire warnings vntovs,and do plain. 
lieteach ys, if we will incur no ſuch judgementes, 
uf preuente ſuch occaſions as yſuallic doe enforce 
IM. 


Ag 


ay rhicues 


ITY More infec- 
I tious then 
\F4- fhe playuc. 


ww IT if Booke efthe 
 Asthe com _y of yilde perſons did workethy 


mans woe: iow; | chey bec hkewiſe our bane and 
cor nn ON If rc iollow them in their countailcs, 


i Evil copny - They are 'yvorſerthenthecuch; for they do bu 
_ſ worter ven touch thoſerhings that areremporal, they rob thee 


Dutt of by purle , or 1t the extremity doe depriue 


tace of this life ; bu theſe doe befeaue thee of gra. 

ces{piricuall , they corcuptthy manners , and vg 
onely with riot ſhorten thy mortail be * but with 
many Proveghgrons and allurcments vnto fine do 
depriuc thee vtterly ofthy eternall life bothin body 
and in ſoule, 

Vngracious companions doci if: more perni. 
ciouſlic andcontagiouſlicthcn the plague, For as: 
lictle ſparke kindlech a great fire}; a little Jeauen 
ſowreth much dowe : ſo ſct thou; bn vngodly man 
in che midlt of vs,and ler Sathan ande: at his right 
hand, he will Male a fire which will not loone be 
extinguithed,hee wil quickly ara on copelmate 
2nd diſcip! les atter him. | 

It tnou wouldcl? knowe the inclination of 4 
man, and howe hee isdifpoſcd}, marke bur the 
company whome commonly he keeperh, Euert 
creature in his kind feeketn after ich mates as att 
like vnto themiclues:; 

Thcrefore the Lac edemoniangvery wiſely ens 
quiring after the manners and behauiour of chel 
| children, demanded with whar plaiſcllowes, and 
bomparons they were linked, n6c doubting bit 
tcy wold be like ynto ſuch, hol fcloyſhip rey 
o fancicd, 


1 he 


— 


propreſſe of the proatgall ſonne 
WM The iecarde of this animated £/:hy to find fault 105.34 
nd rich 1:4,forthache walked with wicked men, 

Andthis wasturnedto Ch.itt his reproch , and Marg 
ainill:cd matcer ofmuch nuirmureto his aduerſa» 
&the Scribes and Pharaftes 11 chathe was famili- 
atlic in commons and companie wih Publicans 
nd ti2ncrs, 

Y-athistolie fuch imyrefſio!n, and deeperoote 
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th Minche heart of S120 the Pharifie , as hee doubted 
do Mot 115 calititg , and could hardly bee perſwaded tO 
Ie Mehinkc that man good, who kept with companie 
/ Oy P 


that were fo bad, rh! m4 were a Prophet (faith 


Smo7 tohimielte Ye wow!d (urely hane known, who 


18 1a what mAncr 0 woman this W.15 3 which torcherhh 
en W117, for ſhe is 2 re, 

aw And cruliethis1sa dangerouselench and remp= 
Ie ©tation , for i: is aimoltas difncule robce godly a- 
x m91g0 me wicked as to {ivimme againlt a raging 


(fireame. There be fewe who line as Lot did among Geneſ.7 9, j[ 
te {winith Sodomues, yer his righteous ſoule was | 
vexed with the conuerfarion ofthe wicked, and he 
was fuch danger tobce deſtrnied with them , as | 
Goilfent his Angell todrawe him by the armes, q* 
eto hale, and dr 129e him from this Citic from a- \} 
mongft the. We cannot walke ſo purclic as Chrilt 
ud among the impure Publicanes; and therefore 
uFbiscxample is no protetion ynto vs : vales wehad 
dEtispictie, let vs not aſſume vnto our ſelues his li- 
EMbertie, Ifrhou canſt be holie among vnholie peo= 
) ple, Non equidem inyideo,miror mag1s , Tenuie 
. *fnot. buc I maruaile the more acit, I he doctor of 
F Þ.. oo 
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; The hr FBooke s the 


the Gentiles mightily magnified, and extolled the 
Pivlippians becauſe in the midtt of a crooked genes 
ration they walked ypright,and ſhined like bright 
ligntes, and burning torches inthis worlde. T he 
Churchthe ſpouſe of Chriſt 1s greatly graced and 
commended by hir bridegroine in the mytticall 
ſong of Sa/omon : becauſe being Lillieitthriueth 
among thornes, Jtisexceeding hurtful foratender 
and ſott Lillie, to ſpring vp and proſper among ii 
hard ſharpe thornes, wicked men arc yerie prick. 
ing thornes yhto podlic conſciences , and thei 
vilde deedes cannot but wounde the fi mpletothe 
hart, It is bard toliue among theſn z and to recciue 
no hurtfrom them. 

The detriment and damage which navehtipacks 
do vs,is {o much cuery way,as it W 'e louc our ſouls 
we mult haue no doings with them, | 

For this cauſe God his precept in this caic is! 
peremptory inthe perſon of his| people, toys hifi 
people,ſo often giue vnto vs,in g holy ſcriptures 

The ſonnes of God in contraQing theraſeluz 
with the daughters of men, ſo powred our (inne 
as Water,as the carth was o ſtained, and defiled 
withit, as for toclenſe it and waſh away tha 
filth, the Lordthoughtit needtull| to ouerwaclme te 
with his floud, [ 

The true Prophet who was fer from God into! 
Samaria , fellin company by the way with a fallFÞ 
Prophet, and he was{lainefor ihe Lord cauſcdi: 
Lyon todeuoure him vp. 

Jehoſaph.x King of Iſracll yas a yeric goody! 
King 


J 


I ————————— 
proereſſe ef the prodigall ſonne. 0 F- 


e Ming: yer his league and fellowſhip with wicked 

& [46:6 pur him in great danger, and icopardic of 

ie Þ The Jewesa roiall Prieſthood and peculiar peo- 

id le, in conbining & commixing themlelues with 1/41 
ll ſhe Gentiles , learned their manners, and were 

h ſeorrupted with their cultomes : and thereby as E- 

« ſry the Prophet vpbraideth them, Their ſiluer ve- 
rmedrolſe ther wyne was mixt with water , therr 

ke Princerwere rebellious and companions of thienes. 

it MT le fimilitude which the Prophet borroweth fro a kmilituge 
ie Wie wine, cxprelieth livelic the hurttull operation 

ue Wtbad men, ia th» fociet2 ofche 520d, For even 

wine mingled with water, looſcth his heate : {0 

odlie men matched with the vngodlie, looſe their 

mer zeale, and heate of Gods fpitit, and doe 

row keie cold,or neither hornor cold, but'ytterly 

nholſome, and tobe fpucd out, And as wine dee 

ed, ifit looſer not all his yertue ,, yet looſerh it 

$orient and freſh colours ſoit wee looſe not our 

oodnefle by cuill companie, yet ſhall wee looſe 

ereby the good name, 2nd opinion before con» 

elued of ys: for vicesbeing drawn from ſooner cxs 

mples and imitated then vertues, vices like ill 

eeds growing vp naturally of their owne accord; 

emuſt be circumſpeRt & take heed of fuch, who 

ll hale vs on violentlie by their companies to 

cir cuſtomes,and draw vs totheir deteſtable,and 

amnable waies, 18 
When as a ſottiſh fellow ſoothed himſclfe greats 74196 | 
Y 10 is cultome of conucrling with vngracious Miaxw,7, 

49 -. COmpanicy 
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woes 2 i The firſt Booke of th the 
coinparie, and faide with ſhame and impucen, 
C1e CN? ough , Chat tive ratiier woul {bein 1CCmp.;ny 
Vit + 01 he NOD ENCH iN tc] low]: 19 with | hilo. 1 
top! 2 = Py th {TY L5 orauely and ſHarpelic th 20S an; | 
"ogra num, tar vin! take more pleaſure to be 
vbed WH dirte, thentobec Rania, 
VWatlcr, | 
One infected and contagiqus ſhcepe wil 
v307 "g 4 miſerable inurreine and tee yppon 1h; 
wWholo tlocke belide, 1//ith the haty thoze, TE 7 
hg fie ({aiern ache 7). 114) but wih the tov am | 
mall LLIOU {halt learnc baerdnc XD) thou! Ol! 
bad hauc fcowſhin with the 95 od. and it ihald 
thee good, Forhe >the bei chookmaſter to tea 
ens YJOC 1nc{ic. 
1.54919 -  WhenSar/wasamongthe Prophets, hee 
alio prophnecie,and hee became! a Prophet wit 
TCM, | 
att Peter 11 the companic of good Cilciple 
nade a good confeſſhon : but being » with NE, wi 
nc 1:91 7riefies hall, he badlic and mady 
Pepe drhis conſe {S.on, He was a$cold in rongut F 
altouth he was then ata fire of cpales, to cont 
Chritt Lecirg with the wicked : as heewas hot! 


his handc betore in preſence of the codlie , ro 


to! nd: Th matſticr, 


Ta F 
p 


ke thou hking of godly menland make muci 
{£1 , and dclighethout i theit companie, and 

proue whetaer pod wilnot giue ita bleſsing, othe 

naugh ; has haue fired well for the good ſake 


hope 1 ou of the like , and I nothing geo 
thi 


: 


progreſſe of the prodigal: ſonne, 6g _ 
Lat thou ſhaltfind the like, 

Coniider howe Laban his eiftate was betrered, 
nd how he thriucd in the world , whileft he gaue 


i 
vv i - 
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nWntertainementto Jicob in hiy houſe, and had him | 
Mr his boorde , Did not Lbs tie un? and divnct 
wlacob plainelic larc it downe vito him , and 


ewe him wherein , ſaving thus vntohim + The 
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ilrtle bat thor baddeſt before I eame 1s tnereaſed gay 30 | 
tellG-rto 4 12121 tet de, nnd the Lorde bath bleſſed thee by "PV 


BY £07941 ag* 
| There was corne enoi1yl in Egypt: Pharao Gen,z 9 
Sod his nobles had cnough, when a horrible famin 
*xed all the countries that were round abon:; And 
hisGdd did for good [:{cpl his ſake, that did dwe! 
mong them 

The Lord for good king lehoſciphat his ſake, 
ntea gracious raine by his ſerizaunt Elia vp= 
jon the auni2s aliantcs, and hoaſtes of wicked 
cople, 
D:idyn2115 that was doubttull in his abſence from 1ohn.20 
I's 200d company, inthe preſence of his tellowes, 
Fas afterwards very faithtull, 
| On;he cate of Penticoſt, when good men were 
ſembled, and were all wich one accordc in one 
ace,behold God his good {piritcame ypon them |, 
|, and filled the houſe and their heartes with 
omfort , Thy heart and foule deere Chriſtian, 
Wal receiue great heauenly comfort, by thy com; 
ante which chou keepeſt wich heauenhe men. 
herfore be as careful to make as good chaiſe of 


ly company with whome chou wilt live , as thou 
F Zo viclk 


2K31g,3 


Hei, 


a f:malitude 


4 {:mulitude 


"The firit Booke of the 


 wicltto doeof thecountric, and grounde vwhets 
thou doeft lue, If the childred of tis wilebe 
ſo wile in their generation , as they woulde 
their worldlic houſcs, and (che themſelues | ric 
whollommeſt ayre, and i in the\fruittullefi log 
ſo neare as they cenne : bee wiee as wiſc fort 
prouide for our {oules; the caſe (tanding vst! 
more yppon, by howe much the ſoule 1s be 
chen the bodie, and the lite ro come isto bep 
ferred aboue this which is preſent, and lee ys 
our felues among wholeſome corp panie, and ov 
lic peop lle. 

If for thy bodily health thou! eſchewelt ſuc 
places as are infected with the | placue 2 * forth 
health of thy ſoule depart from ſu houſes » 252 
infected and plagued with the plague of {nne ti 
yreatel(t plague of al.Say thou thetfore with god| 


Dauia, Iwil keepe no companie with vaine per ſon 


and wil haue no fellowſhip with thelwnoodl v:ſuch 


tell lies ſhall not tarrie in my houſe, andawid uh 


for. fall nat abide iy; my ſig ht, 
Theeleuenth Chaper 
C f the Dearth and wante, whidh the Prod 


ſorne cn :Aured when Tg went from his Euth 
1to a far conntrey:wherinwe are raupht whit 
hurt we dp our ſelwes by departhng from God! 


PPDrACE this preſent wor'd, , 


progreſſe of theproatgall ſonne oo TT ——— 
"7" TT isa moſt feareful and horrible thing, 

Ro) (-Vto depart fromthe living God . Foras 
Ro hispreſenceis the fulaes of ioic,and 

> =*/asathis righthand there is abundance 

of plcaturesfor cuermore ; ſo where hc is nor, there 

can bee nocomfort, but the earth is full of darke=- 

nes and cruell habitation, deftruction and calami- 

is in our waies,and al the foundatis ofthe carth 

are out of courle, 

Take heede theretoreas the Apoſtle exhorteth 
you,that there be not in any of you aneuill heart,to 
depart from che liuing G GD , For one day in his 
courts is bettet then a thouſand with the vngodlie: 
Iris betrer to be a doore keeper in the houle of our 
God,thento dwell inthe tents of the yngodly:for 
aluation beloaget!1 yntothe Lord,and hisblctling 
is ypon his people, 

It we flee as /onas,from the God of mercie, wee Tonaz.z 
ah fhal light as Jonas, vpon the God of iudgement, As Silke 
io the turrher aman goeth from the Ealt, thereby the 4 milirudy! 

 neerer he commeth to the Welt ; {o the further we 

run trom his goodnefſle,the necrer thereby weerun 

; Into his vengeance, 

Theprodigall ſonne, that was wanton and luſty 
before thorough ſuperfluity, is now as much hum 
bled and pinched with penurie . Heecame from 
# Gods bleſſing (as the plaine faying is) into the 
1 warme ſunne ; hee made a wiſe change when 

tom all felicitie , hee did caſt downe himſeife in- 

to all extremitic,, and not onely lauiſhed out his 
# goods ynthriftily bur felinto aldeggery & neceſsi» 
F 4, tic 
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—— T16 firſt Booke 0, the 
tie moſt miſerable: and v;ho fo fand to pitic hirn, 
for hee reaped worthilie the truir bis folic low ©d, 
and did eate the labour of his owhe handcs. 9s 
cecid:t averbodeieſuriit, rome " /olo Pare vih 
homo \ſedi in omni veirbo act > Ly $a FA a tonte 
firit : quirecedit a theſ»:roepet : ger! recedit «ſt: 
prentia hebetatur - 91 recedrt avitimedifſoluitar, 
meritoergs iſtees er2 Car: 't q146 rheſavror tentit 
C ſerentio der acreliquir He thatt, 10 Gods word 
grew hungry; Decaule a manliuert]nor by breade 
only,but} Dy CUCTy ord of God, He that foriaket 
the fountaine mult thirlt ; he thardepartethfrom? 
erealure mult want;ne that decline eth trom wildom 
mult be fooliſh: he v leaucth vertuf mult cometo 
contulion, Thertore he worthily ſufftred this want, 
bccaule hee deſpiſed the treaſures of the vv, iſdony 

and knowledge 5 God, 

Tappeale vnto the 11dgement oi fany that 15 r22- 
| Emilicude ijonable,viherhcrhe doth not wi ontply peri wit 
thirſt, who whcnas a cleereriver gunneth by his 
doore not only refuſcth to draw water from thence 
to hacke his dclirc : but wiltullic rin neth amnaine 
from thence as faras his legs arc ablgto carrie him! 
This young man enioyed a liuelie ſpring of al 


N Ambroſcin 


Tu 15 


Wl ioic celeſtiall , from whence he mivht hauc drawn 
fl with libertie eno: g' the water of "(Mluat 10n 2 but 
Wh foraſmuch as wilfullic and obſtinarchie hee refuſed 
i \ | it, hee tuſtlie did fall into thisdreacfull condem- 
NN nation, 


The ſcope therfore that we driue It, andthe vic 


| Ml | 1 [© 


Fils; 
| \ ro 


\ 4:3 co be that we make of this preſent example is this : that 


cr 4} bd 
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ov 


nay Þ 


prorreſſe of the r oaigat ſonne, 7 


toenioy Gad is to Yay! 1 allp!cntie, and a ns l oy 

0 depar 

from himis co fall into all POUertic, rs wi | 
. 3 3 

1 here 15 NO nw” vi recſh bee it never 10 eo fall inc | 


c inal __ 


| al; things,in a forth necetiarie : nes 1C as 
* the Cr breakech yp againe, and the king remov- 
uth roanocher place, com methſoone as bcg- 
| perlic aS it was be FIN ſolet any of vs bec never lo 
poore and biſe. yet{olong as God our heauenlic 
king ſhal keep his courtinthe villa 19c 0! our {oules, 
| welbalibe fatizhed with the pl: meoulnes of all 
things , and weellllabou dainty drinke of his 
| plea ures, 24502 of a rner : but when hee reman® 
ucth againe fron vs(a5he doth when we Icmooue 
from him and ſecke ? range countrivs, and commit 
| range finnes) then are our ſoules like the drought 
| in Summe: , wee are poore and tn all miſerie, 
| wee brucome the ofscurnme and excrements of 
the peopic. 
When the Sunne which quickeneth and renu- , ; 
 ethallchings,coth depart from any Countrey, the 
earth forthwith becommeth colde and barren, 
thercfore che Winter when the Sunne is moſt from 
 vs.1sthe deadelt time 2nd ſcaſonot the ycare : fo 
when God the Sunne of rightcouſneſle, who by 
the beames of his orace refreſheth vs all , and 
Quickeneth ys anewe, being before deade vnto 
linne ,Geparteth from $0 ſoules, our hearts growe 
| colde , and wee are altogithcr dead ynto euerie | 
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7 on The fir j 
ood worke, | 

Aslong as our feete ſtand in thy gates,O Hee. 
ruſalem we are well inough, For Who ſo dwelleth 
ynder the defence of the mott high, {hall abide yn- 
der theſhadowe of rhe Almightie, But nerein i 
preſent daungerto depart from him, and torlake 
his com maungements, 

The young Chickens ſo Iohg as they are 
ynder the Henne , and are colcred with het 
winges, arc out of icopardic : but if they ſtragyle 
and wander abroade, they are {gatched vppe eby 
che Vulture, and raucnous Kite :) ſo wee are ſure 
ynder God lis protection, for hee ſhall defend vs 
i ynder his winges,and wee ſhall bee ſafe .vnder his 

101 feathers : his Richfulneſle and truth ſhall bee our 
|! } ſhield and buckler : but if we flitch from him, and 


[1332 fhmilimude. 


. . 08 


take our va oaries after our OWne defi res, wee ſhall 
fall forthwith into the pawe of thdLion , and the 


| (} mouth of the Bear,andexpoſcourſſcluesas a pray 
LI0 ynto the diuel], f 

WI groitieue If a mans ſonne fickeneth inbhþ fathers houſe, 
| by or bee in anie want, the father eaſilic recouereth 
Wi his health, and ſupplieth hisneceſyities : but if he 


{ickeneth, or falleth into neede ina farre Coun- 
erey ane diſtant from his father | his father by 
1k no meanes can reſtorcor benefite htm, If thou 
beeſtneuer fo ſickein ſoule, or ocherwile diftre(- 


Lt {ed, it thoubcelt in Gods houſe , and 2 member 
wr of His Church , hee will giue thee medicine to 
| fy | heale thy "WUSLEY and hex wall deliver thee out, 'of 
| | \ al thy troubles:but if thou cutteft of thy ſclfe from 


the 


 fonne ot man can lay {o of hymlelte , that hee 1s in 


| he ll conduct vs to the patiies of rig! icoutncilc 


prozreſſe of the proateall [ofpr. 75 
ene fociene of his houſe , and tellow{hippe ot his 
ſainces, and rangelt farte after the carnall lutes of 
the fleſh, and ot the minde , thereisno health ot 
{2luation tor thee : thou hal firft returite from 
whence thou piddelt depart,elic thou cantt not in 
anic wiſe be cured, + p 

If God bee thy ſhepheard thou can{i want Data | 
nothing :; tor Daxid lerteth downe that for A fat | 
conclution . But what Princeor Potentate, Ol 


that caſe that hee wants nothino? The harlot in the ; 
Reuclation preſumed fo much , and made her Revev3 {pf 'Þ 
proude bragoes, that ſhee wasrich and wanted } ' 


nothing, burtheelyed lewdlie,not knowing that 
ſhee was naked, poore, and miſerable . Onclic 
Chriſt his poore and tender ſheepe may truly ay, 
ſo much. For hee hathbrought vsinto greene pa. 
ſures, hee nath ledde vs to the waters of comfort ; 
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for hisnames ſake, 

Albcit we haue riches at our defire in this world, 
and leauc the reſt of our tubltaunce toour babes, Tt h4 
yet is that ryches without Gods good grace the 4.1. 
onelietrue ryches) veric {carcfull poucrtic, Yee P/4.58 
ſhall hunger like dogges , ad go about the Cie, 
Wee ſhall eate and not be filled, weſhall drizhke and | 
not bee ſcitisfied: wee ſhall bee coucred with clothes, 
aA ſhall not be warmed, layth the Prophet Agoee, 
Ionas was greatlie ioyfull of his Iuic buſh ; bur a 
this comfarte continied not becauſe God frow- 
ned on him, For God ſenta worme , which in 

Onc 
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— The firſt Booke of the 
onenight dideate ic vp,and this hisſhelter WAS t2- 
ken trom him, and his heade immeGiatlic with the 
heate of the {urine aked,and his heart through CX- 
cceding orielc panted, A worine (Yall pnawe and 
conſume our worldly wealth , and{then like T-::4 
our bodies and ſoules ſhal be vexch and lore trow 
bled, and wee ſhall roarctor angy:i! | 42d VCXartion 


of {it 


Wee cannot moderate and qu cnch our thick 
by putting {alt mro our mouthes: oc xtinguiſh fire 
by putting Oyl- intoir - itis onclisGol 'who 2= 
tichech vs, worldlie riches arc l:ke | | alt making vs 
more thirftie, and oxcedicr of inore. The coue- 
tous alwayes want "Gai onclie that hec hatch not, 
but that alto which he hat b, for hee keepeth it by 
hin,and dare not vic it.no Hot wheh ncede requi- 
reth it, hee is neuer ſufficed :; Se creſcit anor 
nummi, quaitium ipſa necuma creſt : but coue- 
toulneſle encrealcth with his money, he is cucr i!1 
necefſitie. | | 

Whertoreif thou thirſteſt, come 
Chriſt)and I will refreſh thee. [itrhqu coſt hunger 
open thy mouth wide (faicth God)! and 1 will fill 
it. Del1ghtthou in the Lorde ant hee will giuc 
thee thy heartsdefire » nn apr policrous 2nd 

madde courſe, to teede anie creature with a col 
trarie dict , dif avrecing with his bature : feed: 
a horle ate hay, and not with flc : a Lion with 
Reſhand not with graſle : mans bodie with breade 
and not with poyſon ! + mans ſoule with God, and 


not with the world, 1 he prodigall fonne not fee- 
n Gng 


nto me! (fayth 


progreſſe of the proatgall ſonne. 77. 
ding on this foode pined with hunger :nottaſlting 
ofthis ſ\weetnes , taltea of biternes : :not hauing 


' this riches(ell ro all necetinic, 


(111 When hee departed from Gods preſence, Gen.4 
was 2 branded runnagate vpon the face of the 


" earth, 


» A -ar when hee departed from Abrahams Gen.16, 


aiſle. what found ſhee abroad bur pouerrie and 


aft|1Gtion 2 
There was ahierce famine inthe !andof Egyre 
where Joſeph wasnor: fo mult there needes bot a 
Lorble want there whereour God isnot. 
7 be Lions hunger. C1 14 ſrt effer ! his Fi fat :hthe pro- Ol 32 
or Dari but they v ho put their tr. oft 11 the Lord © 
Mullwant no manner of thing that 1s Tool, A cru-ll 
people like vnto Lions tha! | fteruc and periſh; but 
God his dearc [cruants inthe time of ſcarcitie, ſhall 


| haue inough, 


[DD veſt cls; -u defire riches? Ryches 27: ! plentconſ- P/al.113 | 
neſſe are r:1:5h; te. Detirett rhou beawie? Fe rs 
fairer then the ſoanes of men. Thou art fairer my Cants, 
Love, Defircttthoulife 2 Tam the {-f+ (layeth the 
Lo! dane hoſoener belecueth it meyyea tho gh he 
were 424d yet ſill hs lime. De fret thou ſaluation? 
Fl: hall ſure h:s pe. zple [1 [F< m8 19011 */1n1 es, To CONs 


ciude, they ſhall want nothing that lead a godlie 
J;C- 


Iehn,l4, | 


A14bt.! 


uic,torthe Lord istheir portion 1and rheir toynter, 
he ſhall maintain their lo: : their Jotis fallen into 2 
faire ground , yea tacy haue a goodlie inheritance: 
for hee ſhall oiucthemtheir hearts defire, and ſhal 
not denic them the requelt of their lippes; He ſhall 
node 
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5 The tri of the 
| The firſt Booke of | | 
{cede their mouthes with good things , making 
themitiong andluftic like an Eagle, he filleth the 
bungie with good things,and the proude hee ſen. 
deth emptic away, | 
y : 

Wherefore ſeeke the Lord,and your ſoulesſhal 
liuc, for they that ſecke aiter flrange gods , ſhall 
finde much ;rouble: ler not himtheretore bee the 
[caltof ourdelire , who giueth to Cucric One what 


he candelire, 


The xii,Chapter. | 


Of the miſerable [lauerie of the prodigall ſonnes 
wherem the ſlauerie of tune is nmifeited, 


PRE Wy He Prophet E ſay fowting the fond- 
Wor Fu ines of worldly men, who doe waſtc 
By Ns their wits, and imploytheir whole en» 
iS, Z»edcuors, and cuenconſume themſclues 
to attaine ſo worldly yanitie, ſaith :/7 hey weauc the 
ſpidersweb, Lhe Spider laboureth much to veric 
Itle purpoſe, for her weariſome webs are woucn 
onelie toinſnare, and incangle a flie : whatis the 
Nye of our penlue cares of gathering worldlic 
poods, but miſerable ſeruitude & ſhauerie of foule? 
They are got withcare, kept withfeare , and loſt 
heauinefle, They know not what they doe , but 
they woorke without witte like/the builders of 
Babel, | 
Glancns is canonized fora famousfoleby com» 


mon conſent, tor coaping his golden andembro« 
| dercd 


NM Y 


hn 
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Heir Cartcll Eetore the mellifluous and plicaſant 


atlibertie inche lande of Promiſe ynder a genie 
' before Chriſt what were they clic but ſwinith and 
| ſenſuall ? 

being permitted with the relt of the Citizens, to 
of all eltcemed, did chooſe and rake away the 


' that God tohim was betterthen; his goods; that 


| themoſte yilde and accurſed creature , before 
| his onclie and moſt blefled Creator ? Who had 
rather conuerſe contrarie tonature with this fars 


 thers ſeruants : that preferreth emptie husks a {wis 


progreſſe of the proarg.1l ſonne. g_—— 

vered harnciie for brajen and peltingarmour, 

Reuben and Gad, and halfe Aſamaſſeb were 1, 
oroſiclc beſotted doting yppon Gilead becauſe 
k 25 g00d meddowe grounde, verie fit for Pa- 
fue, preferring a plotte of paltric Paſture for 


WN.32 


andeof Canaan, which flowed with milke and 
honie. 

he children of /ſraell were like fimple chil- ywn.z1 
dren, who had rather toyle like drudges inthe 
lande of Egypt, vnder a cruell tyrant, then toliue 


father, 
The Gergelines who preferred their ſwine 1,,,,,x 


eAcneas when famous Troy was vanquiſhed, 


cary away with him anie onething which he molt 


gods of his Countrie, teaching vsby his choiſe, 


God'was to be preferredabouethe belt, Whetfore 
what alewd and loſt child was this, who preferred 


mers {wine then tobee in companic with his fa» 


ah fodder which his mailter dooth dcenic him, 
Ry (61% 8 | bciore 


fg — The ji (t Bookepf the 


bcofore the Nectar and Ambroſia of his God, 
whic h nis heauenly tather offcreth hin? 
ac Iſraelites preferred theirſg oroſler diet.they 

Onions,their Garlicke,their fleſhportes of Egypt, 
betorc Angeis foode , the ce.cltfall Manna which 
God ai downc among thein, 

1lheguelts char were nuited| to the great Sup. 
per,did chſc rather to follow their priate bult. 
nefle, which they thot oht more pro ficable, 

Both theſe forts of veople are to be condemned; 
yet Were they more reaſonabic by » mich then this 
man : for theſe men had their pleaſure, and profite 
to miſcaric chem :; but this mans ation had ney- 
ther ofthnem both, For what pleaſurc Or Proiite 
did fucccede his enterprite , rhe by{toric nowe 
(heweth vs. 

Firft of all cating off the ſw ect yoake of Chriſt, 
and his caf1c a6tpy i n all {eruitgobſcquie he en. 
thralleth bimielte ynto the ncoltleable taraldome 
of the diuell , who forthwith mof} cruellic and de- 
ſpiteful! ieentreatethhim balclie' and abiccthe re 
puting of him, tran{portiog and binding him to 
his begoerly fa me, to feede filthje ſwine, where 
loades ot affictions werelayd evpon his houlders 
and were as great burthens tog heauie for him 
to beare. | | 

What contagious and abhqminable ſauours 
was hee conſira: ned roſucke yp what irkcſome 
ſcritchings,clamours, and oruntinos, was he <nfot- 
cedto acre > Laſt ot all, ben! 6 fearefull famine 


cid torm<t hun, when as be would 1aue crarnmed 
| himſeltc 


progreſſe of the prodigatl ſonne. 


od, W:nfelfe with huskes, a foode rather burdenſome 
Sie nowiſhable ro hisbodie: Here was a ſtrange 
Ot Wd admirable alteration, His noi}rels which be- 
P\ Wire were continuallie delighted with incenlc and 
ch verfume, With the redolznt and fragrant odours of 
sfazhers court, were now choaked vp,linothered 

'P* 1d poyſoned with all moſt ranke and dereftable 
It Wnels ,fumin vpintothem in his mailters farme. 
js cares & {ences which before were tickled with 

G MheShackbur, Dulcimer , and all inſtruments of 
luhicke,were nowe ſo grated with all {winſh cil- 
ode, as hee could not heare a more odious and 
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J- Watefoll noyce; His foode which before was of bt 

| - | id ; 
« Whefuieſt Hower, was now ofthe courſeft and oro! ly 
ve 


eſt graine, Finallic, degencrating from a man iff 
ntoa beaſt, hee was wortniiie dicted , andfedde Fl 
among beaſts, | | it 
| Oconſiderthis ye that forget God, what puniſh aCoone% a 
nts and aftlictions hee hath prouided for you, {inner de- | 
Pi yerebell withthis man , yee ſhall bee plagued ae 
th this man, Tfye depart with himfrom God.ye j.,hineo the! 
all fall with him immediatelic into the thral- hanas of [ff |; 
ome of the Diuell : Kyowe ye not (ſaycth the A- the Dwell [tf 
poltlcof the Gentiles)rhat to whome yee haze gt- Rw,6, j 
wen your ſelues,as ſernauntes to obey, yee are maae 
5 ſernaunts whome yee doeobey ? Eucric ſunct 
Yppon his departure from God , foorthwith fal- 
ethintothe handes of the Diuell . For a ſinner 
the captiue and bond(laue of the Diuell , hee 


nath ezken him in the warres , and hee is his 


priloner, 
G Ar 


- a 


—— _ - 
— — 


| —— TD —_— I 


Fr The FT, 4 of he 3, 


4 a fin nude Aga ſhip without a Pilot failc ch not whither th 

t ſhould.bur whither the windes and rempelts ariu 

her : ſoa man deſtitute of the grace of God, and 

) forſaken of God doth not that he ſhould, buttha 
which the diuell dravweth him vnito, 

de. Sinne 1s like ynto itrong wine, which ſoone v 

uvercommeth vs,and calteth vs down headlong in. 


o:ce in his clawes andſubieRti of, what milery an 
AT T he miſcric calamirie doth he lay vpon vs ? | He tieth vs vp v 
ta liner therackeand manger,he hath a faire farme for y 
. tal n from his ſwine are our flow ſeruants,or rather our qua, 
hand; oe ter maiſters, whom we mult artend vpon, and be. 
thediueil » glad of their reucr{10ns, | 
When Nebrchad:eahav had takenthe king ©: 
\ *,£izz.25 Judahpriſoner, hee handled him moſt miſerably 
he boated out his eyes,hee murdered his childre, 
hce bound him in chaines,and Carricc. him to B 
bylon : when the Giuell eaketh anie ſinner ptik 
ner, he dealeth fo with him:he purteth out the ei: 
of the inwarde man,that hee may not ſee his {inn 
hee keepeth him a4 bound as the manaclcs 
fin, that he cannotdepart from him,and laſtofal, 


al of confuſon, 

| q Aliuely exa mple like vnto this may Samſon be a 

| 4 344915 yntovs,whom the pretended loycof Dalilabegu 
| i; | led ſo much ,as he fel into his enemies the Philiſtin 


Ni hands, who plucked out hiseies 3 bound himto 
| 


LM and tyrannous tasketo grind in the mill, 


to the temprations of the diuell, And when we ar 


poſt,handled him like aſlaue, putting him toaſr 


TY 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


hee carrieth him with him into Babylon the plac 
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Thelike caſe almoſt was the caſe of the Ifrac- Exea. 5 


fo 
vw lites, who feruing yader Pharao that found citizen, 
nd be tire andalmoſt fpentthem with ſucceſſue cx- 


rremicies, putting theirſhoulders to the burdens, 
and their handsto the making of the pottes, their 
whole bodycs to hard labour in the myre, and in 
the clay, | 

lecob niseſtate was but 2 little better vnder his G,,,. | 
ymnaturall yncle Laban; hee toyled out of mea- oY: 
ſure in his hardeſeruice vnder him both night and 
Gay, and he clhaunged his wages ten {cuerall times 
togither; 4; 
Thisis the condition of all ſuch who ſerue the 'f: 
civell, rembrace this preſent world :; they neuer - ey ap 
. $ eruc the di: 
haue any re{t; the bread of aftiiction,and water of uell,and the | 
noudle is the portion of their cup. Wee may take world,ne- |} 
vp the complaint of /ab in this caſe, and fay : He "© haue 
pe ane reſt, 

will not ſuffer mee to take my breath, bet filleth me Tok . 

wth burteraeſſes It is ſayde in the Revelation, 2 
that thoſe who adored and worſhippedthe beaſt nevers 

foundno reft : to wee arc ſure wee ſhall never haue 
reft,ſolong as we ſerue the diucll, and our beaſts 

lie afteCtions, , 
All thinos turne to ſorrow to him that isa fin» All role be 
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| ner, It hee bee in proſperitie, hee feareth he may **2e to1o 
looſe it : if in aduerſitie, hee dceſpayrethto oucr- pawirhenjNg 
b inner, | 
come it, Hee {Jeeperth of both ſides 19 the middeſt | 
of the ſea. If he receiueth an inurie, good God with. 
whatimportunite doth hee follow it ? Hee repay= 
reth home,cumbleth ypon his bedde , hee turnerh 
his tacc to the wall yvith e A426 z and pyning in 
| IF 5 his 


TT —_—  —— 


LY T be fir /k Dena the 


his minde he vineth his bodie, refuſeth his meate, ill cc 
tenderhfor his frends,garhercth al his power lpee- » 
dily to renenge: ir. And this argument might be ex. Þ 5: 
aggerared by diucrs other circumſtances, but it i 
2 mattcrneecleſic,ina caſe ſo manitelt, beeing mn it 
cleare as the Sunne, ; 6; 
If al were now aliue which hand eucr died (ince ÞÞ ;; 
che bevinning of the creation , ani they were at-Mſh x: 
ked this queſtion, whether thac | inthis life they ON : 
lived in pleaſure, asthey taſted not of forrow , 
enioyed proſperitie without following aduerfitic W ar 
I am {ure thatchey woulde not, ot coulde not af g: 
tirmeit. The Nlauctic of fin isfo gticuous and im- 
portable,as God by the mouth of his Prophet Hze-Witc 
yemte ſaith of it,Y'e ſhi ſeruc other G ods, which ſal (0 


4 Lore. not let you reſt day nor night, j if 

|. Gmilicade Heethat {erues the Diuell, is likethe wheele ofa (1 
I Gezzz Cclocke which neuer Randcth till, The world ma- 

; ueth diſcorde betweene e Abrahams and Lot fa 

heardſmen, and will not by anic meanes let them cc 

dwell togither, | of 

Mk Gel4, The worlde is like to Agar, or Mount Sinai pc 


Arabia,which gendreth vnto bondage : if we will nc 
be free,letvslooke vp to Hieruſalem abouc, which d. 
15the mother of ys all ,, This is confirmed bythe FT 
ſuffrages, and teſtimonies of the hung , and off h1 
the donde: W 
$148 Salomon living enioyed all the pleaſures whit) br 
ORs... :,-p Che worldcould yceld him, / did build houſes (faith th 
| E he) 7 didplint Uielyard, [made gardens and oi 


£25745; and hee Icedeth vs along witha large dil: 
cout 
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progreſſe of the prodigall ſorne; 85. 
conrſe of his ſeuerall doings, bur this isthe Epitaph | 


hee writeth ypon them all: 41! ;5 vexation and an- 
out// b f ſprr:?, 


The t<(tmonie of the dead is recorded and j37;{;5 
BW (r downe inthe booke of Wildome , where the 
damned gholts in hel: doe crie ani h11wie, ſaying! 
Wer bare wearied our ſelues inthe wav of iniquitie, 
we he walkea hard ayes ,and we bane not knowne 
che way of the Lord, 
| Letvs therefore loath thac which is ſo bitter 
Wand vnholſome to ys, otherwile ic will tend to our 
© grcar danger, 
That ticke man is in no ſinall peril , whoſe 
ſtomack can brooke nothing but vaholloine meat: 
IF fo will ic bee 10 lefle daungerous to the foule, 
if thou canſt ſauour nothing but thy ynholſome 
WF lines, 
Thou mayeitinorin this worlde without for- 
© faiture of them, carrie into ftraunge Counttyes thy 
MW corne,thy wine, thy waresforbidden by the lawes 
of the lande, thy (intull worldly weaith, and tem- 
porall pleaſur: s are wares forbidden,thou mayelt Wi. 
notcarric them with thee vnto heauen, Let notthe Tob, 3, |. | 
dung of this wo1lde therefore put outthine eyes, 031 
35 the dung of the Swallow did put out T 9b:as l 
tisSeyes , that;thou mighteſt not ſee the ſlaucrie ' 
which thy ſinne leadeth thee into. For the remem- 
drance of it will bee grieuous vnto vs,and the bur- 
then thereof intolerable.We that ſerue this citizen 


withthe prodigall ſonne, 
G 3 Tendimw. 
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Tennimnus tn Latinmſedes v1 bara FLITTID 
PIulladabant. 

There isno quernesor reſt to behoped for, bu 
they daunce! in 2 circle, thy are turned round 1» 
bout hikevntoa whele. and asa dopre 15 rolled by 
the hinges : ſo arc they rolled with perpe:ual 
perturbations, 


4 
x 
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The xiii, Chapcr. | 


A compariſon betweene the Saedf Godand the 
ſernrce of the drucell : wherein is ſhen ed how eaſn 
Gods ſernice 15,97, how bard the other is, mnder 
the hardzes of the prodigall ſome his ſeruice, 
whoconld not obtaine the offall aha reuerſion of 
rhe ener h:15b s, 

AT was the hardeſt eu euery kindof 

away thatthisman did endure, His 1a- 

5; | bour was 5s great as nis)wapes {mall 
S929; tis thraldome moſt execeding , but 

bis relicfe molt flenier ; as in drydoeric CXCCC- 
aing all,ioin hun geroppre Med d aboyeall, He was 
cound about oriped and oalled withloricf, wearted 
and wafted with al wofii | bondage, He wasfierce- 
le allauited >y two heliifth fiends, molt extreame 
rormentors 01 his diſtrefled ſoule labour , and fa- 
mine, which enteebled his mind & ſubdued his 
0.1.9 25 he was row almoſt abſorpt, & conſumed 
wE 2M,thcy 12d well nigh quite walted him,and 
wa him dei 3 d ſuckedoutthe blood out of his 
"Pg , and hits marrow out of his bgnes, 


Was 


proereſſe of the prodigall ſonnet. 87 ©} 


1s; 
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Wasthcre euer inthe world ſuch a maiſter heard 
pf. who coinmaunded ſo much, and rewarded fo 
io Mitle ? who would haue all his wgrke done,and wil 
» Glow neither money nor meate for the clooing it ? 
y (bis 1s our cllate if with this mon wee wili ſerue 
\chamiilter;and rather like rcbclsturne to the 
nemic, then durifull ſnbicCts periorme obedience 
oour liege and ſoucrcigne, 
It were well therefore that wee weighed the 
onditions of boti our maiſters, before wee leaue 
mne,and cleaue ynto the other : that wee woulde 
ompare the {weetnefſſe of Chrilts yoke which we 
bath, with the ſowrencſle of the diucls {cruice 
xhich we ſoloue : the hardncſſe of y one, with the 
ainefle oftne other : the recompence ot the one, 
th the wages of the other, © 
Hethar layeth ſiege and batterieto a tone, 4 ſuruitude 
ah this carcfull foreſ1ght,iflo behe be wile, that 
ne charge of this attempt exceederh not the 
xoorth and value of the towne : looke to it afore 
andtiatthou paycſt not too deare for the diuels 
Tuice 2 it iSAta deare rate, It will colt thee the 
ice and woorth of thy ſoule, Our freedome was 
poupht with a greater price,cuen the bloud of Te- 
usChrilt: take wee heede therefore that wee giue 
ot our felues as ſeruants to the Diuell, The pro- _. 
9-317 NO ETON OEh a copariſen | }! 
igall fonne his ſeruice livelie ſcrreth foorth the 1Q,0o ne If WH 
ture and condicion of the diuels ſeruice in theſe feruiceof | 
tee poynts, | Ged, & rhe | 
Fiſt, hisprecepts and commands are difficult, {*v'ce of 


kadech im to his farme, he {eryilely coltrainerh 28 _ | 
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him,to attend vpon his {wine. | 

Secondly,he orudgeth him his needful diet, anc 
ojucth nimno food : he denicth him the liwht, anc 
empty huskes the reuerſhon of his hogs. 

Thirdhe, heepaycth himno kind of wages, x; 
a recompence of hs ſeruicetohel pt himſelf with 
all. Thisisthe praiſe and mannet of the Devil] 
as Chriſt his cuſtome and propertie i is Quite Con. 
traric, | 

Howe hard and extreamc his commardement; 
are yargely hath beene ſhewed in the former chap- 
ter : lt vs rather therefore ſhewe the eaſineſle and 
liohtneſle of Chr.ſt his prece ptes 3] (for his burdy 
is no burden, but 1t is a burd nn to beare hi; 
burden, 

If Chriſt his burden be anie thing le. 2Uie It 15the 
heauinesof our ſinnes which cauſallic . A burden 
of feathers of it ({cltc js light , but it Ismade heawe 
wich puttinglead vnto it : fin whi chhangeth ypan 
vs heauier thenleade, maketh Gods ommannde 
ments too grieuous ynto vs. | 

The bidel isnot burdened by the! burden of hit 
feathers, but ſhee fliethmuchmorethe lighter by 
them thenif ſhe were without the : Chrift his yoke 
and bar makenot men to lloupey to be du!l and 
heauy,but iocund and pleaſant and'to bee pliablc 
tocuery good worke, | 

It a king ſhoulde cive commaundement to his 


D 
huntſman to hunt, were ita hard corpmandement; 


if therewithall he ſhould furniſh him with al things 


ncceflatie,as houndes,horles,and Lud thlike,or were 


i i 


. 
4 


prozreſſe of the prodigali ſonne, Fg 
or were it not rather a verie eaſe charge? ſo is it 
with vs: for where as Chrilt laicth his commande- 
ments yponvs, heaſhterh vs with needfull graces 
thereunto, ſo as wee may ſay with the blefled A- 
poltle . 1ee are able to doe all th:ngesm hin that 
ſ{renotheneth vs, | | | 
Gods lawes are light and comfortable vnto vs Gods law 
in a double reſpeR. Firlt for the magonificence of pk | 
the rewarde , Secondlic , for the atfittance of his (pet, # 
holie grace . [7drx:t opizs F prome/it merceacine Auguſt. 
As hee enioyneth vsour taske, fohee paierh vs our 
wages. Si labor eſt,attere premium magnum : 
nog eſt, grat:s accipis premium, lt it be alaborgcon- 
lider thy reward : it not, thou haſtrhy rewarde for 
nothing. 

Were the {eruice of God never ſo laborſome, 
yet I ſuppoſe , that it is not worth the exceeding 
watohte ofglorie , which (hall bee laide vponys, 
whileſt we looxe not ypon the thingsthar are ſeer,, 
but the thinges that are not ſeene : for the thinges 
that are ſcene are mortal,but thethings that are not 
leene are cternal, 

Chriſt will give vntothee, forthe keeping ofhis lf 
commandementseternalllite , in reſpect whereof | 
all other thingsare of no account, We ſhoulde bee 
moſt willing to endure any thing for that : Tacob 
lerued Laban ſeuen yeeres for theloue of Rachel, Gen.29 [MI 
8nd they ſeem ynto him buta few daies, becauſe 1 
he ſo loued her, the reward made his labor ſeeme | 
nolabour vnto him, So for the reward that is laide 
defore thee, endure any croſle,ſntainanie ſhame, 
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90 The fir Booke of thy 
forthe reward will counteruaile the charge, and a. 
boundamtly requitethee in the latterend, 
Morcouer he will ſtrengthen vs with his good 
ſpirit, wherby wharſocuerin ic ſelfe is hard ſhall be 
eaſe ynto vs, [hcrtore doth he cal his dcommandc- 
mcts a yoak,becauſca yoak is born by two beafis, 
and the one doth helpe and eaſe the other, The let- 
ſer oxe deareth che heauier part of the Po Chriſt 
the mo#t lowly & humble in ſpirit, hath taken vp6 
hinz 7 greateſt burden y thou oailt have y lighter, 
A coach orhorſclicter, which is heauy of it ſelfe,is 
ea{t)y borneand caried withtwo holes: {o is Gods 
law howloeuerin his owne natureit ſeqmeth com- 
berlome, very lightandeafic,ifChriſt joync th with 
vs,and draweth this chariot,it hee Cothaid vs and 
ſupport vs with his ſpirit, S 
Aoaine if Chrilt his commandements ſeem harc: 
it is becauſe thou doett prepoſterouflic peructt 
them, and doelt cantrarie vnto them « There is no 
lawe ſeemerh rigorous but that which maketh a- 
oaintt our attccons, | | 
It thou putte{t on a garment, with the rough outs 
ſide nexte vntothy skin,and the inward ſoft linnen 
outward,it is nomeruaile if it be orieuous vnto thee 
and y canſt not go withit : but put it onright, and 
weare it asthou ſhouldeſt,and thou ſhaltnot com- 
plaine of it, Judge of Gods lawes and commande- 
mentsaright , and meaſure them not by thy car- 
nall aficctions, and thou ſhalt not mike with 
them, | 
WherasGod doth charge the zich of tlys monly 
| Wit 
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proereſſe of the prodigall ſonne. or 
ichtheir liberall almes to rcliene the poore, the 
poorer ſortlike well of this commandement, and 
2pprooue it as gd when as they would gainelay 
ir, and miſhike it as much ifthey themſclues were 
rich,as experience-proueth, It chou doctt an iniurie 
or wrong vnto aby man,immediatlic thou detireſt 
it might be forgiuenthce ; but it another doth otter 
Itynto thee, the like motion that is njadc to thee 
| ſeemeth ynreaſonable , Ic-is harde cothee which 
thou ſuppoſeſt ro bec caſein an other, becaule 
| thy nature and affections doe withſtand it, Amor -— 
mers pondres menm , amore feror quocuague feror, dif wy 3 
My luft is my loade, whither locuer I am led by at- | 
tctionsI amled , Chrift Jeſus hath made his fa- 
ters burden eafie for our ſhoulders. Foy the yoake 
| ef our burden , and the /tafſe of our ſhoulders y and reg 
the rod of our appreſſr kath he broken , as in the day © © 
of Afidsar , But our ſeruile fleſh which fighteth a- 
gain(t the ſpirit, our cuill and finfull luſtes which 
fiſt his holy lawes, haue iuch preheminence and 
| dominion ouer vs, as they waoly cartic ys tothe 
obedience therof:inregard wherof his precepts are 
molt paineful, his light and cafic yoake is moſt in- 
tolerable yntovs. Le 
That burden'which islight to a ſounde and a fimulitud 
ſtrong man , is too heauic to him when hee is 
licke and weake . Orr /innes hane fone ONer OUY oy, 
heades , and are as great burdens too heaxie forvs * 
' tobeare, 
The life and duties ofa Chriſtian man ſcemeth 
only hard to thoſe who do not know them,and are 
not 
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not vſed to them; Acquaint thy ſelfe with them, |. 

and meditate thereon,and let thy Budy,and delight 

be inthemgand they wa ſecime ealic and oentley Vl 

bi to thee, | 

a fimilitude Woaecna man firlt purteth on 4 newe doudlet ,ir 
ſcemeth too (treight for him;bur ir fitteth him —_ 
well when he hack worne it a while, |Let vs Put on 

Chrilt Iclus our Mariage g 2arment and letvs walke | 

as he hath commanded vs:;ifthis garment pincheth |. 

at the firlt aſſaie, and we cannot goein| it;vicand 
cultome will widen it well inough, and makeit Nh 
$ ealic for vs, 

{i oY Whileſt the Wood is greene, the yoake mult. N | 

a kmilitude 
needs be heauy thatismade of it ; but cominuance |. 
of timethat makethirdrie , will make it likewiſe 
light, 
"Whatreaſon then and wit is in our [choiſe when 

as we forſake the beaten and eaſe way,and follow 

crooked and cragged paths? when a$ wee prefera Þ 

cruell bondage Sela cafe liberty? and hadia- | 

tner be a farmerto a hard cyrant then an owner, in 
the houle of a merciful tather? 

, Secondlie , what oddesare in their leruice, here. 
in appearc in that the one pineth ys with hunger, 
and the otherfillech ys with the plenteouſneſlc of 
his houſe. Betweene the hoggiſh huzkes, and hea- 
uenlic delicatesthere isno proportion, and yet this 
kindof meat, ſo mean and miſcrable| could not be 
granted him . O horrible ſlauerie and thraldom ot | 

the diucll, who draweth vs ynto his ſeruice with 


fairc words,promiſing much , and performing no» | 
thing 


proereſſe of the prodieall ſoune. 93 

thing; promifingioy bur bringing pain; promiſing 
credir un bringing ſhame: promiſing life, andieas 
ding VAtO death! ging one thing for another ,as 
Lib» ferned Lacob ging him Leab , when hee 
prointiledt [1:11 Ruchel, | Cenef. Oe 
The worlde and the Deui!l do nothing but be- 
ouile vs,the pleaſures 2re but vaine which they do 
(hey vs and yer they keepe them f.om vs, after 
they haue ſhewed them : wee cannot ſerue more 
niggih,and ſpicetull mailtcrs,jor they wil patt with 
nothing, 

Such a one was Pharao, who when as the Iſrac- Exod.s 
ices had plodded in hisclate, and tyred themſelues 
m his ſ]1:uiſh worke he denied them (irawe , and 
yet woulde abate nothing of his ſettaske, andtale 
of his bricke. | 

Alſo ſuch a terrible tyrant was Holofernes, who 
when as he laide ſhege to Behulia, hee ſtopped vp 1,y;w,.4 
the ftreames, and fountaines cf water which ranne 
thorough the citie, whereby the diltrefled inhabi= 
tan's 0! that placeypinched and oppreſſed withthe 
penury of water, recciuing euery day a portion by | 
amealuregthe ſcarcity of it did rather torment the, WA! 
then any way comfort them , and rather inflaming | 
then ſlacking their thirſt, 

This isthe wonted guile ofthe worlde and the 
Diuell, Ir preſenter to our cies a bewtiful woman, 4 fimilitu | 
only tobe with ys,and eninarc ys with her beauty, 

 andforthwith he ſnatcheth her our of our l1ght, & 
lutfereth ys notto haue comfort in her companic, 
thereby co adde moxeafflitionynto ys, 


Thou 


Upulirude T7 4 hey are IK cthe charmed arid enchj 


The firſt Rooke of thi 
Thoucanſt not bee filled with th 
this worlde , they doe rather famiſhthee,then any Þ| ' 
way fcc: Sk How greedy and vniu diced i '$2 C0. 
ueroius man? nce is hunery likea og(as Dau Þ * 
fai:h) and goeth about the Cirty, he ath neuer his. | 
content, but complaineth ſtitlot waht; -heeis ofall I ! 
needy, thenecdie(t man,for he wanrttth not onelie 
that which he hath nor, but alio that he hath:torhe ÞÞ ! 
hathno graceto vſe ir,The Poets ſpegke ofthe like |} | 
ramen 1 which Tantal:s endured aild ſuſtainedin F * 
hell, who veas thirſty in the mialt of the water that 
ſtreamed by his lips, to which effeEtthe Poet wri- 
ecth thus, | | 

Tantalusa labis ſittens frugtentia captat 

Flumina,quid rides? mutato nom 4 de te 

Fabulanarratur, . 

But God contrariwiſe penrfullc repleniſhetl 
ourhungry bodies, and filleth our foules with g.0d- 
nefie. He filleth our month with good tings (As the 
bleſſed virgin inhirhcau&ly himn acknowledgeth) 
and the eyes of all wayte vppon him \land he Tineth, 
them their meate in duc - ſeaſon , as Daxid pto- 
phecieth, 

0, 27 th Y mouth there fore wide , A F [ will fell it, 
ſaiththe Lorve, Ephraim u fed wit the wind,(aith 
the Prophet O/ea, Thethingesof this worlde are 
windie and ſ xcllino likerhe hogoiſſh huskes, that 
tie prodig 92ll young man woulde ha ue nd 
himlelte with , they onely puffe vs vp.andmakevs 
looke big , we doe not battle.and ti rue by them, 
nted meat Of 
Cromancers 
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(| Nigromancers,which hath only but a bare ſhew of 
- | meat without any tafte or {auor in it. 

' | Wherfore for thiscauſeler vs foriake the world, 
; Þ zndrcnounce the diuel,who ſternerh & famiſherh 
| 15:and cleaue we only tothe Lord our God, who 
| | is curportion,and inheritance for euer, | 
The laſt marke of difference between theſe two 3 
| maſters isinthe wages which they giue vnto cheir 
. | hiced ſeruants,the only point which ſeruantsare to 
1 Rand vpon, 

There is no man who yeeldeth to ſerue anie 


maſter , bur firft of all hee indenterth with him for 
his wages: ifthou wiltneedes bee a ſeruanttothe 
worlde, and aſlauc to the Diuell, ſcrue not for 
nothing , conſider how thy lahour and paines (hal 
bee recompenled : which ifthou doe(tthouſhalr 
; | haueſmal incouragement to appertaine tothem: 


—_— 
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. | for their ſtipend and wages is death , They doe Rom.6s || 

. | render thee enillfor good tothe great diſquiet of thy Pſal.135 | l | 

\| ſoule, & 3 

When as Samſor was vnder the ſubieRion ofthe Indg.15 | 

a | Philittins, what reward had he of al hislabors, and | f 
trauaile among them, but al deſpightful yſage,they 14 
boaring out hiscies,and conſtraining him moſt {1: { Ji 


uiſhly co grind atthe mill? 
When as tte T{raclites toiled out of meaſure,and rxod.5 

were cleane out of heart inbringing in of ſtubble, 
this their harde ſweate, and forrow was as hard- 

\F lierecompenced, for theyhad nothing but ſiripes 
| || 2t their weaziſome returae of their crucl taske- 
ET TE 
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 Iachſerned Laban alongrime in all f implicit 
andlaithfulnes,& he was a moſt profitable feruant 
mo hum: yer toral chat he could not haue his due, 
but his wages was changedten times,and hee was 
very y nciully and churliſhlic intreated, This is 
the Bias ofthe wicked worlde and the\deuils fa(hi. 
en1:do we neuer lo muchfor them. it iscirher not a 

C . ail,or very dadiyregarded, 
1.54.25 They ſerue Vs right as Nabalſcrued [Danid, who 
| required his benefits, with horciole vikindacs i;ke 


acrucll Carle churliſhlic ercfuſing to relicue his ne- |; 
celsitic. hauing recciued many fauoursat his hands, Il { 
hoggiſhly according to tis clowniſh nature , and \ 
Ou: minoly anſwering the ſcruants of D, > who Wl 1 
is Daurlfandwha ts the ſonne of ſhaitthe rebema- 
ny ſernants now adnes that breake euc ſy man from 
his maſter, ſalt [ then tomy bre ad.thd 12y water, 
#110 my fl: Jl that I have h:fred form EATCYS , jou | 
gre it unto men Whom Lk; 9312 not w!- ehece they bee! 
Naba oy! nerpreration : a foole, ar.:ihis 3 lus ly hi 

ON :cof this preſent \\ old, \\Bointhe hn ofncede 
torfakerhthem all, who uaue Roode chem inmoſi 
{tcadin former timcs, 

"milicuds = Lhe world and the devilt arcl keth an ynkind 
Inkeeper,vvho makcth no account and reckoning 

of his gueſts after they are gone, yca ſcarce knows- 
eththemwhen they come againe , although they 
haucofcen re{orted tothat Inne, and hauc ſpent 
_—_ money . An Inne keeper will ſooner knowe 

Will | hee by a wrong , then by a benefit; which thou 
mA lock him, Itchouſitikeſt him with by fit , and 


| oivel! 


't 


progreſſe of the proatzall ſonne. WF 

juſt him a blow which may ſticke to his ribs,atd. 
Mintreateſt him he wil long remember thee : but 
fpendhychrife with him, and(heww him alkinanes, 
and he wil ſaone forgetthee, 

. Wherefore fince this ſeruice mult colt thee fo 
much paine,and doth fo little pleaſurethee;T warn 
ticeto be wiler and not totoile with the Spider, to A 
weaue a web toentanele atlie: Or with little chil» 
dren all the day long to ipend thy breathyia vlow-= 
ng vp of feathers theay:e ; or in running vp and 
down with a {witt pace after toies, and vaine pa- 
fimes, whereby both they get many knocks,and 


falles, orat the fauctt returne home atnight ry- 


red like dogs, 

; Betake theeinen toſuch a maiſter, whom thou 
oughteſt moſt to {crue, and who wil belt reward, 
andrequite thy ſernice;thou oughteſt abone all ro 
ſcrue the Lord,& to {erne him only, for fo is it writ- 
Kn:7 hou halt not tempt the Lord thy God,but his 
wily ſhalt thou ſerue, And he is a mo't Faithfull and 
liveralrewarder of fuch as ſerue him, their labours 
ſhalnotbeinvaininthe Lordttor doubles he ſhal 
witthold nothing that is good from them that liue 
acodlichie,and will be tis ſeruaunts, As hee that 
ſerues the diuellhath a double hcl in this world,and 
tie other : ſothey wholerue God, baue a double 
heauen amoſt ioiful and moſi happy liſe,in thislie, 


-and the other, 


Wheretore ſay we wich Dau:d,/hom hane 15: 
earth m compariſon of thee? There is none that dotw 
ſo great thinces for vs, thou art Goa gone; Tron 
Ws OT + 
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ert our God ana ve wilpraiſe thee, thay art our king 


| and we Wil L 2.07 t hee, | 

j Therefore ifthou breſt not ablinde man who 
\ Cannot wage of colours:1t thou wilt Not Wilullje 
Gumble with Baſaam,thou maictt ſoone pcrceiue 
who is thy be{ maitier, and make Choiſe of him: | © 
whetherthe duel, that loadeththee with labour, 

| Naruth thee with hunger, and giueth thee no wa 
wes: Of God who ealcth thy (hou!ders of all bur. 
dens , whole yoake 15 e2kie , whofilleth thee with 
the plentcouſuefie, and pleafvres of his houle; and 
laſt of all who giueth thee the rewarde of th 
fayth , the ſaluation of thy ſcule , lvnſpeakeable 
riches , which the eye hath not ſeene, the care 
hath nothearde, neicher carn* the heart ofman 
conceciue , which God hath laide yp in ſtore for 
his ſcruantes. 


The four:cemth Chapter, 
eAn exhortation to aroide ſinne , \and to line 4 


goalrc life zihe onelic ſe and purport of the 
Prem:jjes. | 


7 lthens the decaie and downefall of 

AYS this man happened by his ſinne , as 
SN 1 falling imediatclic by his departure 
GS of from lis f ather into themolt tm1ilera- 
—n=== ble ſlauery of y diuel:it bchooucthvs 
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| FENTON 
provreſfe of the prodigall ſoune, 9 
0# | juſt punil Iuncnts of ſinne, . 

Th: Lacedcmonians , the better to mooue tacit 
io | children to auoid drunkennes, would preſent vato 
ie | their viewe their drunketi ſeruantes, that the fight 
ue of tncir valcemelie,, and moſt bezfilic-behauiour 
I might breed inthem aloathſom dercitation of this 
r, | crime, Tothis endeinthis'difcourſchetheno, we 
7 | haucſer before your eicsthis mans example , and 
r- | hauo blown vp hisskirrs, that yee might fee His na« 
h | kedneſle ; that at this firange ſight ye mighrbluſh 
df within your ſelues, you might couer your faces 
y # with theyaileotihame, andnot commit ſuch fil 
ef thineſſe, 
© This man is the perfeRpatterneof a finner, 
1 | andtherefore if yeeliit toſhape our a fnner, take 
i meaſure of this manne, for hee muſt haue his 

proportion . Anu if yee lite to auoyde fine, 
ſette him before your eyes,and cuctie waic auoide 
him, 

When eAu7:/7us Cifar Audicd with himſelſe 
| toveautific his Empire, and to make Rome re- 
| nowned, and coleauc it built with marble, being 
before but of brick, and acquainted one Apollorn- 
ts Thyaneis the Philoſopher, with this his princel 
purpole,& asked his aduiſe for the bemerciGd 
| Þfitthere plied inthis wiſe: If your Grace be ſo wel 

minded to eftect fo good a worke, you mutt take 
ſlich a courſe,as a $kiltul & expert mutztian intimes 
paſt,Gid rake with his ſon: who ſent him to {chaole 
to an ynskiliull Mufttian , charging him vhatſas 
uct he ſhould ſeelim do, rodotne contrary,and 
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he ſhould do very wel, for bis fingering. bis leffons, 
211d his vote ordet was nought. In he like man- 
nie: (Jeere chuſtian) if thou wiltbcautfie, and 3+ 
Cort ierhy oule, the temple of Gods ſpirit, and 
wheres 1t 15 now butrude , and vntrim by aba 
ofthy finne,by x hich it is dawbed yp with diltem- 
pered morter , and by godlnefle and cue zedle, 
woulde(t make itlike the poh[hed corners of the 
remple, & like the gate 0! fthe temple called Beau- 
rifull :leame ofthis ms uſitian, goc to ſchodle a while 
vith this prodigal yong man , whatſocuer hitherto 
thou maſt rene] him doc, do thou the contrarie: 
ct thounot hovwe ce departed from his father? 
_— he wafted out his goods? howhe ſerued his 
.->_ doe thou ine contrarie : © cleaue vnto th 
farhcr.yſe well bis o009d gifts, and finally abandon 
h $ enimy and thy encmy he diuell, and thou ſhalt 
lite for ener, 

To dothisthe better thou mult kill this ſerpent 
fin in the ſhel while it is an egge, before irfpringeth 
out,and become a bird:this ill woes muſt be roo- 
tc d out at the firſt, when it beginneth to bud Eft 
ot a!lto appeare,before it f| prouteth forth and bec 3 
fHower,and ouc: ſpreadeth the ground, Itmuli bee 
{ubducd while we are yong, le aſtic get Common 
and prenzilefoover vs, as we {hal not Dee able to 
proce; eitinour age, 

This mann lis youth and wad agcinfected 
with fin wasſo bowen therwith, asifhe had not n 
tim? binſuppled with y-oile of Gods orace,he mull 
:2ue purltcn and (dyed; in his gone , Letour ral #36 
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auth therefore bee devoted vizrto God, and lex vs 
om our childhood as Ana did Sarrgel,be cones 

crared varo God. = 
| Toinſinrace That our pr! me agc belongeth vrite 
\ | him, he comms nded inthe olde law the ff] borne 
Cranoblation and the firlitruites tor a facrifice ins 
jl.oto the like \ntent and meaning , hce ordained 
 Þ| thatthe Levites ſingled out tons Condon and work 
of miniſtration , ſhould frem their cluldehoode reouir,r6 
. Þ| give vppe themlclucs vuro this his hole function, ' 
R The rbd.and the wand howſocuer crooked while a fiwilirude |; 

> 


x1 tender, is cafilic made ſtraight, 'bur when it is 
> {| growne:@ valte, and drictocke , it cannot bee 
« Þ} righted,.! 
y Itis meere madnes,toſhife off dutics of deuotions 
a {| vihdeldies, and co put oucr godlineſle toafter 
Ic ©} times Js not hee a tonde fellowe that faith I will | £14, ae, 

not breake: my horſe while hee is a Colte , bur 
t || when be old and (hal fling me into the dike ,and 
h I fhal caft me down headlong,and (hal breake my 
| necke 3;fo in hke forte isnot he as madde that ſhall . 
} I refolue nar to ſubdue and keepe vader his bodie, 
a I vihileitis yong, and may ſoone be tamed, but {hal oc 
e | *titalonevllic hath yanquiſhed the ſpiric, crown 
a |} tdowninto the pit of perdicion, and hath broken 
o | mneneckeofir, with the deadly fall which finne 
hath giuen vnto it?It is yerie good and godly couns 
4 || file which the Poet giveth. 
n Principys ov/ta, ſe omedicing paratur, 
(: Cummala per longas inualuere moras. 
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It is 800d to ſtop an cuillin the beginning), tha Il 
it donor proceed toa greater milghiete : che me. | 
Gicine commeth roo late when the wound and dif, Þ! 
eaſerhrough tuftcrance and continuance is grown |f | 
inc::rabie, | | | 

Itistoo late then to waſh a garment,which is | 
nowe conſumed , and rotten wi: h Cirt "and Glthi. 
T | «fioticude Nefie, thac hath lovg aboade init . |Hce doth Per. 

8 uerilic who hauing a beautifull tanding ocuppe of | 
as. eolde , and hath yerie precious balme giuen ynto © 
himto put intothe cup , will not pur it in, before | 
| 


| &fimilitade 


the cup hath ſtoode long betore tull of. filchie ly. 
li cuor, and doth now retaine the forge ,and (trength 
"th of the ſattour ofthe liquour ; So is heas branſicke 
ip}: end prepelterouflic pecaiſh , who when'G OD 
hat) given him the precious balmme of his holie 
prace, and his cup may ouerJowe, hee will not 
acceptof it in his young age, but will firſt fill his 
eſſe! ful otiinneand filchineſie, Þ heecome to 
bee ole, 

; fimilicude + 11s good to withſtande the enemmic to firſt 
: zfſaulte, andnot toſuffer him toenter iro the cit- 
Wn tic, orto chaſe him our at the firlt entrance : it 
* &:2arce to drive tefſtrong manne' our of poſicl- 
14 hon, and1:15toolateto refit hisfortces, when at 
| M Fi PR ne hathimuaccd,, and gotten thy ſtrong holds. It 
is 1s clarh for thee to, powder thy mcate , and to 
| | ſprink. [cit with ſalte, alreadie greatlic cainted, and 
|| ., , Tacuſaiorug ofcorruption, and ſwarming with 
(| DaWNUGE, pr. biowinges . Hee that mindes to prooue al 
\ EXPELL Liar , \ hee Wl beginne betimies, and at tcf 
WT | Jun 
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progreſſe of che prodigall ſonme. - _ 
Fa. 


x | yeares olde hee will dee practiſing, and aſſaying | 

. | «ih himicife , what he 1s able fOrto doe, Heethat — ' 

ul jatenderh a ſhepherds lite, will endeuor with a ſling 4 finulicude 

n | tobe dcaling when ne is a boy, he wil yſchimſclte q 
betmestoa lhepheards {crip, and hee wilharcen y 

| kimſelfe afore hanuic , roabide the Wratl,and vio- 

: Fknccof che ſeaſons, 

| Thus ye ſce owe in worldly matters we knowe 

© cur opportunicies:by theſe rherforc ler vs be taught 

g || to knowe curtimcs tor our religious duties, Our 

« © yourh which isour bel: rime is allothe belt forrhe 

|. | fouice of God : let vsthen in this time tecke by all 

» I meanesto ſubdue (inne, andto fiir yp the ſpirit to 

e || works of gadiines, 

) | . Ifwee doe not this, burlet our youth haue Oneſinne | 

« |} tisryotous race , this will followe of it: one {inne - pt on | 

+ | niliale and drawe on another, fo asin ſhone” © | 

« tine with this prod gall young man, wee ſhall asic 

, || vere bc noihing clle but finne, Well1ſaith learned Greg bb.a5 | [ 
Lregory.Peccatom quod perp xnitentiam non dilu- woral.c my 7 

1 | t:710x ſuo pondere alind trabit « Sinne whichis . 

© Ynotdone awaic withrepentance, with tae waight '; 

; $-2d burden of it, draweth anorher aftcrit. To the [ | ; 

- ike effeRt, Sainc e Ar7ytine ſpeaketh thus, zu 4 
pccatuns eft paxna alterius, & unum peccatum Aws.lib.s f 'n 


Dominns permittit, vt aliudpuniat , One {inne is 
the puniſhment of another, and God ſuffercthone 


| 

' contre Inlias 
) 

lnne to take vengeance of another, asitis written 
' 

| 

} 
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Saint /obzz his Reueclation, Zee that #5 flthie,ler Beret 33 
bies be filthy ſtll, 
When as C4tiz laboured ofthe ſinne of Enuie 
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Cy "The fir ft Booke of the © | 


d| te ftaidenot there, but bis enuic brought forth mur* 
Gen.4 der,& his murder herehe, ſuppoſing he could hide 
 hisiniquitiefrom God: and laſt of all hee fell into 
vtrer deſperation , the yery next dooxe to perdition 
3nd deltruction, 
| ' In D.zu:d wee haue an example of the like, For 
| $5418 fit hnne brought forth luſt, Juſt adultery, adulterie 
1 the murder of an innocent man, | 
Is |; Thelike may bee faide of Peter . Hee firſt 
it Mere.l4 (1 mplie aenied Chriſt, hee ſecondlie more boldc. 
|} te ftoode to the denial, but thirdlic yerie 1mpu- 
dentlie hee bound it with banning and molt ACCUt- 
{ed wearing, 
Whcnas Iud4s prooued a thief , hee grew 
2 murmurer , difdaining and grud; ing the de- 
$1.12 uotion of «WVarre Magdalen , ang after that a 
; traytor 4 and fhnallic a dciperate de ſFoyer of him- 


"on (clte, 

io E- This prodigall companion, when hee firſt be, 
' camevntowarde, he never reſted yntill he grewe 

| W paſt grace, and came to the extremity , and topof 

if alinquity. This is the miſchicuoug operation of 

ll 1 {inne,thele be the dangerous and damnable effects 


thereof, | 
imiitude Asa ſtone thatiscaſt into the water,raiſcth vp2 
bubble, and thatimmediatly raiferh vp another: fo 
| onefinneoccali oneth another, yntill We grow Ob- 

| durate and hardened in our "Thar | 
WhenSamſo» gaur conſentto be bound of Da« 
ny bx s Hila, hee cameſointo bondes as hee couldenot 
come out, beeing firſi bounde withgreene cordes 


| go 
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* | thatwere neuer dried : ſecondly, beeing bounde 

* | more ſurclie with newropes , that were neuer OC- 
cupied :butthirdlic, ſeuenlocksot his heade were 

1 | platted withthethreeds of the woote, and were 
Aaltened with a pinne: but lat? of all tee was ſha- 

r || ven, and deprived of hisfirengeh, and delivered 

* | ypinto the bands of che Piwiittines, who did cruel, 
lie entreate him: ang tofrom ove milchicte he ran 

| | intoall danger, 

Soeuerie hinner if he taketh not good heed, from 

one {inne fallethinto a mouſand : his ende 1s farre 

woorſe then his beginning , He draweth migquitie F/ay.5, 

(as the Propher ſayth\with cords of vanitie £ and In 

« it werewitheartropes, He is(till faſter bounde in 

the diuels Cnaines , till the iron enter into his veric 

ſoule, tothe deltruction of his ſoule, It a man ma» O/c2 4 

keth entrance intoa {inne by ſwearing , hee pro= 

ceederh with lying, and breaketh out into itea« 

Ing, whooring, and killing, and blood toucherh 


- 


blood, 
And what is the cauſe hereof? Trulic onelie a'fnner 
this, inthata-Gnncr hath no feeling of his (nne. hath no fe 
One finne doth more vex androrment a iuft man; = 
then huge heapes of ſinnesdo an vngodly perſon, = 
There is noelementtiat is heauic in his ſpheare, , Ggmiliry 
It aman that would ſwine, plungeth himſeltin- 
w the bottom of aryuer,albeir he be couered with 
neuer ſo much water , yet is not that water 'anie 
burthen ynto him, folong as he abideth and con. 
tinueth 1n the riucr : bur out of the river a bucket 
of that water laid ypon his ſhoulders, is too hicauie 


for 
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Is The firſt Bookeof th 
Fi for him: for thei is the El:ment out{of his Place, 
i and by meanestherctore is burdenſot, 
& fimiliivlc A ſcoppe of water while itisin the Well ray 
bechaledand dragged to and tro of a childe; bur 
beeing cleuated aboue his clement ,| and rayſed 
v; -boucthe roppe of the water, trequireth the 
Rrength and force of a mans arme. | 
He thatcatech Onions,ſmellech not the groſues 
and ranknes of their ſatiour, but anotherwho com 
xthnich bim dooth ſoone perceiug an feels it, 
Thou haft iwallowed vp O finner, verygrolle gar. 
lIickeleckes and 0::0ns, andin iegard thereof thy 
breath 1s m7. Joarhſome to every vogd man, who 
ſhunncth ty preſence,and indureth yot thy com- 
pany : burtthouvilde wretch 14130 haft nonoſtrels, 


_ . . - 
without ſenſ:: & tccling , art notannojed with the, 


6» 


they neuer trouble or com® neare thyjconſcience, 


Mi: And itis nomaruel that finne doththis cuill, be- 

wb q + PRO FRECER SE: + JF a ; SEES 1 

[4.1] le vnro all caufcitis all cuill in it ſelf, as being in his nacure no 

ſ 229, &the politiue thing b11t the priuation of all gbodnes, Iris 
N ory ot all {lacly oppolit to al vertue, & thertore it mult needs 

I $ull | ; 

1 becancxccedingeull. A linner niult heeds be des 
197 priued of all o 1..1es, becauſe by anne he (hucteth 
Pt ot OPT on : 

i himſelie trom God the 2uthour of all +odncs, As 
Mtg Che wiſcof Lot by reaton otherf1n, wag iniuftindg 
\ ment mo:ren intoa puller of falt;lois a ſinner barren 
TA and fruitles,like vnto landethatis ſowed with ſalt, 


A! which can biing forth no fruit, 

As there bemanie who doe rife vþ agaynlt a 
poore widow,andofferizer much wrong, becaule 
thee hath nohusbande or friendro aflilt her, and 
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propreſſe of he prodigall ſoune. 107 
leade heriuſt cauſe: ſoifwelooſe God (as we 9 
by our ſinnc)the diuell and all creatures ſcelce atrer 
eur ſoules viteilicto deltroy them, faying : God 
bath forſaken himperſecute hin andtakg him, for Pſe.7t 
there 1s zone to deliver him. Dans weretore puts 
teth vp this his ſuce to god, Be or rhon [ar fr0n2 320 
0 Lord: tor what then willtollow ? /fazie oxen 
will come abort mee, manie fat Bulles of Baſt will 
compaſſe mee about on enery /ide, 

God is willing to abide with thee, whs riore take 
thou heed thou conſtrainctt him not by thy willull 
fines againfthis willto depart from hee, It rnou 
accounte {t not of him as thou oughteit,and viuelt 
him not that honour which is due ynto his name, 
he hath no rcaſon to abide withthce, 1 

Ii thou placelt a itcange woinan,blacke and mil+ a fimiliuc 
ſhapen arthe vpper end of the Table, and makett 
thy Ladie a pecrlefſe princetIeto wait ypon the ta» 
ble,and to ſeruc her,is not ſhe iniuried in the high- 
elt maner, and doth ſhe not indure the fowlelt diſs 
prace that poſſible can be, and hach the nor good 
cauſe toforſake thy fellowſhip. & rodwel no more 
withthee ? Inthe like maner (infullman dealech 
with his god, preferring his inordinate & looſe luſts, } 
the beggerly creatures and ſubllance of the carth, 1 4 | 
before the eternall creator ofall thinges, the maker þ 
ofthe warld, For this cauſe God doth flomacke ul 
this peruerſe peeuiſhnes,and cannot abide ir, but of 
thereupon tmmcdiatlic he withdraweth nimſelte, I 
and with himſelfe all his bleflings, and his graces | 
from vs,and weare worthily ſciued, 
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Ne EI he cha Ck oegs ; 4 
, 108 The firt Bockeof the 
7 [ 
i As Tacob when he ſaw that L.:54 his counte. 7 
nance was chaunged againtt him \ and that hee i; 
Izokec low: rely on of _ 1e Yp01h1m, hereſolned 
| 


With iimſelie to abide ao lonoce xith him, but to 
dep.:. irumbim :; fo God ſeructh vs, > ih as L1- 


in 

ban looke not or Min 'c ought] to do, but ate f 

of a crykcd and frow nkbolacbl | 

TY: th 

This is a lament 1blc and heguic caſe, and who lc 


& |1£xod33 qoath not tr:mble that confiderethliufilic of it ? 
When as Cod made anſwere ynto the people of 
Iracl thathe would ot aſcend with ſuch a pco- 
ple,ſo ſtubboine and tt! fenecked he people were 
driven totheir dumps vypon rand \ vis veric bit | , 
tetlic; and ſo ought wetodo when 4 forſaketh 
vs, nd cakerh his preſence and fauout from vs. 
Imight lead you further wich a Lage diſcourſe 
and treatiſe of this matter, for large isthe compalle 
and bounds'of tnne. Infinite ccafongmight bee vr- 
ped toenforce ys to a hatefull dereſtation there- 
of: bur ifthere were nothing elſe behide,the prodt- 
gall ſonne his example and pun: {hment is amotiue 
of much moment to perſwade the ame. We might 
here intreate 1uſthe of the grieuous puniſhments of 
the lite ro come in nel fire to be inflicted ypon fin- 
ners: forfire and brimſtone, {ftorme and tempeſt, 
thisisthe portion of their cuppe. Butjri is inough to 
conſiderof the intollerable hell which they endure 
| in this life, in their tormented conſciences, 
[9 you. Theficſt helliſh torment , isthe' gnawing and , 
__ = ' conſuming worme of conſcience, which diſmaieth 


* the minde,and driucth it into a Grd _ 
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progreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. reg 
| Bhecnde thereof isas ſowre,as the beginning was 
' Wbrecce, . BA 
\D &s > manwhen hee drinketh dead and badde * fnuirude 
wine, the birtcernefie oftt he taſterh in the ende : fo 
man drinking ſinne asan Atle drinketh water, this 
wine oucrcommeth him , and hee feelerh the hurt 
thatic doth him in the end, Sinne ſheweth vs a co. 
ouras the wine doth in the glaſſe,and i preſenterh 
yato ys a'vaine ſhewe of delight, and it maketh vs 
drunken + bur by and by ic aggrauaterh and {ur- 
chargeth the heart, and ſoirflamethir withafire, 
andhel of griete, as it luffereth ys notto reſt,or take 
any quietnetle, 

As Iobinthe mids of histroubles and afflictions, 1,,, x 
wated not a{wift mefiengerto grate his cares with 
forrowes, and to bring him bad tydings: ſoa ſinner 
hath peales and alarums in his eares, crying out a- - 
eayn(t him, rubbing his memorie with arehearſall 
offuch blefſn;»5 and benefites which he hath loſt, 
and ſuch curies and 124gements which hee hath 
runne into by finne, The{ea:e prickes in our fides, 
and thornes in oureyes, which do wound vs conti- 
nuallie, and ſuddenlie bercaue vs of all formerioy | 
of our finfull pleaſures, As Ammor afloone as hee 2:549,13 || 
entoyed his pleaſure of his (ter Thamar, immedi- 
atelie loathed her asmuch as ever hee loucd her : 
oall yngodlie pleaſure is fuddenlic daſhcd, and is 
turned inro ſorrow, <8 
The ſecondtorment which finne procureth, is Sin exc. #: 

ſhame and confulion, making vs toholde downe {<th and cf} |* f 
our eades like bulruſhes , toſeckfblitarie places —_ Fr | f 
' _ ©... nou 'tF. 
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"yl The firſt Booke of Ihe 
| wherein to hide our heades, our gonſcienc eS Pto. 
NOUNcInGg Ys oF oultie of fin asfolher © lawns we 
dare nobel boldthe fo coot man, As 2 womin that 
« invitude bath a blemith in hor tace, ſnhee 1salwaics ning it 
chat he might not ſceme deform d, when as hou 
thati; beamtiul vncourternh her Ele ,& is very glad 
= apr one beholdcth her: {q/eucry {inner dee 
formed with in. would fhrowd nts "Mie vnderthe 
cloake ofſhame, anc! exculc it $0 't as Mm1:1ch as 
hecan h at it might nor bee knozyne and eſpicd in 
bim:23 Adm did with God and Dazuid with N- 
tht onely the goulicand y "prigh winan holdech vp 
his hea2looketh vpto heat and1is not aſhamed, 
; Thedwrd cormctor of 2 at der the fear of 
 afinnet is 
' rormenred Judgement, which is alwaies before his cies, He c6 
- with 5 feare fidecch with himſelfe what he hath detcrued, and 
|. ofpuniln- hefeareth to be rprnſtenced after his deſeruines 
Wl Eh H:s minde runneta fi 11 vpon Godsiuſtice, and his 
br owne wickednes:and thus he is dead cuen whilcit 
.W he liveth, The fcar of death before'ts more torment 
q to him then manic ſeucrall deathes, 
F We may ily fay tat linne i$ he ſcrieant and 
a fii]iauce hangmat 1ofafnner,Aﬀloone as atheefe eſpierh the 
ſericant,or ſeerh his Tudge, he runneth aw ay albert 
none puricetit himefc knowet h that he is in daun- 
gcroithclawe,and dargth not aduentureto abide 
| triall-ſo afirnerflicth when no man purſuerh him, 
' [I faith the wifedore of Saloon, Heis afraid at tne 
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F cannot riſe ag2inc at the gh " "<a is Judge, 
who tsalywayes in 21; {ule Wee hauc iu ou 


"nk L falling of a leafe,eets calt dovwne with fcare, and 
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prooreſſe ofthe proligall ſonne, 111 
0: Þ therefore to be wearie in this way of wickednes,ſo 
ve Þ hurtful ynto vs asnorhing can be inore, /ta cup of a fimilitude 
At golde LE 21LUeN vI1tO vs.that is full of poiion,we can 
itÞ makevicand r:oftcot this gitt, by powring our 
2 Þ the poyſon , and referuing (till the cuppe when 
dÞÞ the puyion is out , Which is ncuer a whitte 
« | therworle bet. g waſhed cleane of vs: but finne is 
xe fuciia ſpread and pearcing poyion, asit poy'o. 
5 rotiche yeſleli.cucn the loule and the budie wher= 
nÞÞ inicis:.cpt,, andit cannot bee purged but by the 
| hand of God and by te water of ourRepentance, 
? The Viper and adder cannot bec killed with 
| & their ow1:c + Mapwors; a ſinner may be killed with 
f | his ewne poyſon,cuen the poyſon of his 1ane. Let 
> | vs then ſpeedily returne from finne,, ſo deadly ye= 
d # nemous and poyſlonable vnto vs, 
J We haue all departed with this prodigall ſonne 
«*# fromthe obedicinceof ourfather!: we hatietoo laſs 
i civiouſly,riotouſiic and wickedlie waſted vis pa- 
tÞ trimonie: wee haue giuen our ſclues wich him: as 
feruantsvnto finne , which Inth tyrannouſlie cor« 
1 mented vs as it did him, T hus haue weborne:the 
| image of the earthie, God graunt vs grace that we 
th may bearetheimage of the heauenl'©, asthisman 44 
- did, of which now immediately we are to entreat, t 


S— .— 


A ſimilicuds 133: 


: 
, 


The end of the firj? Booke of the progreſſe | | [ 
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VV hich intreateth of the 


\egreſle and happiereturne 
home of the prodigall ſopne. 


The tult Chapter. 


Of our neceſſariereturne from /inne,and conwer/on 
2mto God: typically ſh. :Anped, and ſet forth unts 


vs in the example of this mans returne. 


S there isnothing morc hurtfull, 
I j and dereſtablethen finne, which 
Ag 4 / callcth vsfrom God eſtraungeth 
RY vs tom tlie faith, maketh vs ali- 
So ants from the cqmmon wealth I | 

n of Iiracl,and laſt of all doth ſub- 
ic ys ynto etcrnall death ; ſo is|there nothing 
more holeſome and profitable then Repentance, t 
mhcreby lixcJott {hcepe wee returne apaine ynto 

the ſhe finger of our ſoules, weare Citiz.ens with | h 
hel EM} ed the houſholde of God , and are || b 
made partakers in his «ternall kingdome of etcr- I} * 
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reoreſſe of the prodjgals ſoune. 113 
thou putteſt ſpurres ypon thy feete, and thou hol- 
delt hard the bridlein thy hande, rocurbe and to 
kecpe him inifhe offcreth to caſtthee, orcorunne 
to falt with thee, and to ſpurre and pricke him for- 
ward ifhe be ſulleinlie duli , and will nor trauaile 
with thee,thou muſt cake this courſe with thy bo- 
die, which is thy beaſt, & withthine inordinat luſts 
and aff:tions,which are ſenſuall and beafUy, 1f ir 
would riotouſly ſurfeit with excefle,and there 1s no 
tay init,or othcrwite be to ſlack, or keep at a ſtay, 
and abide (till in finfulnefſe : wee muſt bridle him 
and quicken him,and put him from this courſe, and 
make him pliable and conformable to his dutie.Go 
 F not inamic wileafter thine owne luftes as Syraci- 
| des aduiſeth, but wiſh thou to bee ledde inco the PLD " 
pathes of righteouſneſle,as Daxid humbly praieth, bh / ths W's 
For fooliſh are wee and 1gnorant, andasabealt * 
| bctore thee, 
This .4ce/a/?s and prodigall perſon,chalketh 
| outthe way , and by a righe line leadeth vs allby 
the right path : wee haue beene wilde with him, 
lt vs be ramed with him : wee haue ftraied with 
him, letys goe home wich him : wee haue gone 
| fom God,and fro ourſelucs with him, letvsre- 
FF furmne to God, and to our ſ{elues with him, 
| He was before asa frantickefellow, altered in 
 Þ His wittes and out of himſelfe, and therefore in the Sin is m 
beginning of his conuerſion itis ſaid,that He came 2c 
to himſelfe , Which Paraphrafis and phraſe of 
ſpeech lively expreſleth che nature of ſin, which is 


madnes, and departure from our ſclues, and the 
I condition 
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Te jetond Booke of the 
ronditionof our tre Repentance , which is are« 
un turne and :o:mming to our ſelues, | 
| iFhe nawes | Benroper;names which are giuenynto Reven- 
['' 5frepen» tance, and which fignifie repentance are oiuen the 
{}/' tancCs in this ſenſe : The Hebrew word Schuba and Teſ- 
if chba,which arc vicd of the prophets ſeemeto be 
1 | Tropical, and borowed fpcechestake from trauel. 
| lers raat 1rcout of their way, after 15g wandring 
0 bcingrolde tacreof doe turne into the way But 
{14:1.4:4 the Crecice word ueroore commonlie vicd in the 
Hat newe Teitament nimpeth in fignification with this 
F rcarme here vſed in this preſent hyſtorie, which 
commeth ab xvoice, which is follie and madneſſe, 
F wvhcreby through: corruption ofrealon and iudee. 


| : 5 
ment,” kr,owv not what todo, butarelike madde 


mcn that are fromour ſelues, The correHion ofthis 
maneſle and reformation of this! fooliſhneſle is 
| cai!.d agrovorx, whereby vpon duc deliberation 
'* wich our ie:ues,and better aduiſe wee returne yato 
Wi! our ſclues, The Latin worde Poenrtentia derineds 
b Hom, agreeth [likewiſe wich our! purpoſe vetic 
W 7  much,forour {inbreeding ſhame which isqu#//an. 
j | ' | $7x14,a kind of puniſhment, in a tedious loathioms 
p nes avd weariſomnes of this puniſhment we pit: 
poſe a couerhon, This man through afliRion was 
io humbled and puniſhed,& fo aſhamed ofhimſelf 
as he was not himſelf and the due regard therofi: 
a ſorrowfulſubmifſion altered & chaged him, and 
Va brought him to himſelfe, This was moft neceſſaris 
Mt for him to doe, as without which there had beene 
| Noecouctic of hing , For nis contuuing to bin 
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r-creſſe of the prodigait ſoune, 11g © 
{elſ- wzs the knowwiedge of himſelfe , the cheetcit 
poynt of wiſedome , and the original of Repen- 
tance, the ordinane and eſpeciall mcane ot his 
faluation, For inthis comming vnto himſelfe, Il 
he bethought himlelfe from whence hee firit tell, iK 
into what hee tell; and in what caſe hee nowe $4 
Rood, T his touched him to the quick and pricked Q4lk 
him at the heart, and wronghthisconuertion. | i 
This his example muſt bee our direction, n1 714.4 1,tt 
| multbevntovsascheclowdiepiller, which went ledge ofjor | |" 
| bcforethe Ifraclicesto ſhewe them — and finnesthe 40 
| | likethe fire that gaue chetn light in thenighe ſee« deginning|ſj, ! 
\ | fon, We muſt commune with hut owe hearts, znd By — Fil 
| cnterinto ourſelues , and confider our conditte id: 
* | on; wee haue run a madding without ſenſe of ſin, With 
| | itbecommethvs therefore tobe ſober ynto ſaluati- [Ng 
| onby acknowledging. our fins, Without a duetull Ji} 
|| acknowledgement ot our fins,there is no remiliion 
; 
( 


i! 
i! 
x © 


and pardon forour ſins, Chriſt neuer cured any pec- 
ſon 1iſeaſed, who did nor firſt acknowledg himſcif 
to ve diſeaſed, Thebetter we know the nature of 
''y our maiadie , themore ardentlie weeaftec&t and Y | 
' | cle remedice, Therefore God, as Auguſtine laith, n 40 
'| themoretokindle and inflamethis defire of ©. 1r re- I 
"| coucrie, would haue ys firlt be touched with afcee 
l lng ofour infirmitie, The Lord therefore of ſuch 
' whome hecured firſt of all communed with them 
LY aboute their infirmityes , that they themſclucs | 
"| might acknowledge their miſeries: As with Agar 
EF whatit wastharſhze did? And withthe diſcaſed GCorefar;: { 
"| a2 wherterhee woulde bee made whole ; and joln,; * | 
ooh b& 0-06 
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The ſecona Bookeofthe 

with infinite others remembred in the ſcriptures, 
This ſecmerhto be y cauſe why chrilttid not cure 
any mad men that were gone #16 therpſelues , be. 
cauſe mad mencan not come ynto thcmſcluesby 
the knowledge ofthemſclues, bur when they are 
fooles, they thinke themſelues wile, they ſo tooth 
chemſclues in their fooliſhnes,& madnes,as there is 
no reforming them or reducing the t6 obedience, 


The firſt ſtepto health is the feeling of our ſicknes: 


for whar 1n2n wil come toa Phiſition to be healed, 


who cannot be perſwaded that he is diſeaſed? The 
more a mithinketh that he is1n health, the lc(le he 
chinketh y he hath need of help, He ig dangerouſly 
ficke who doth not know himlſelfto he ſick. For he 
is blinded with deceit , and periſheth for want of 
knowledge of himſelfe.So is it with the ſoule,if be« 
ing weak & brought verie low by reaſon ofour ſin, 
vze do not complaine & findequr ſelues grieued, 
how ſhould it be rcttored? how ſhould the woiids 
thereofthatftinke and are corrupt, bee mollified 
with oile, and bound vp with cloathes, when as wc 
hide our aftcCted parts,& will take no knowleddge 
of them ? There are too many who diſport them- 
ſelues with their wicked doings, & make nocons 
ſcience andaccount of fin, perſwadingthemſclues 
cha all is done well which they do, be they neuer 
{o:1.Theſe be thoſe, who do boaſt theſelues y they 
can do miſchief, & doſet forthwickednes as alaw. 
They reiowe as Salomon ſaith, when they hage done 


| 7 militude euill, Theſe men do behold their faces in avlaſſe 
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OBE 9 15-4 +880 | 23 teth 


'S. 


; F \T L 
Z _ & * * 
—— —— unto antrg: ——_ —— — — _— 


\ 
8 ” 
. 
, 


— — _ . 


reoreſſe of the provigall ſoune. 117 
tethvnto them a contrary image tothat which it is | 
indeed. They behold themſclues in the inſide ofa | - 1... 5 
bright filuer pane, which oviecterh toour view a Er 
perpoſterous & ouertwhart reſemblice of our face, 
with the beard & chin vpward, and the forehead 
downward. Such as are franticke,when they are in 
worlt caſe they think theſclues beſt, they laugh & 
aremerry,and make mowes C& {parenor, they wil- 
fully rc{ilt all means of their recoucry,they are vio - i 0 
lent & hurtfull to their Phifitions and friends, who 9 , 
do ſecke to do them good, The eſtate of ſuch as it is L118 
molt feartull : ſo itis rery muchto be lamented. | 
Chrilt could not refraime weeping,when he ſaw 7 uy 1s 
the people of Icraſalem fo affcRed,ſo diftratedin 
tieir (cnſes, & bereauedof theirwits, asthey hadno 
knowledge of their time of vilttatis, In thisreſpeR 
doth God becauſe it is ſo needtul, ſoperempto: ilie 
vroethe dutifull acknowlegdement;& cofcilon of 
ou: fins, When as Caiz would haue hidden his fin 
fro god, how did god labor with him to make him 
know it.by quickning him with queſtios, & laying 
before himthe things which he had done?here 7s 
thy brother Abel,faith god vnto him?Whe y wold 
not ſerue,but he did ſhifcit of with an other queſi1- 
0.2m 1 my brothers keeper? god left himnot fo,but 
ited him more narrowly,demaunding further of 
him what he had don? If he wold haue com to him 
ſelfe,& acknowiedged whathe had done, his ſinne 
tough red and bloody as theskarlet,ſhould haue 
deene waſhed and made as white as wooll, his dus 
uul confeſſion had Wn his ſaluation, 
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The ſecond Booke of the 


Peter finned hainouſly in denying his maſter.yet 
by caking notice of it in due time, and by comins . 
to him{.:lf he obtained pardon, and was reliored t9 
his office. Paul was a blaſphemer & a dlaody man, 
wh&@ he was a Saxl;for asthe other Suw/periccnted 
D axid,to this Saul periccuted the fon of Dayid, & 
the ſon of God, & made hauock of the church: bup 
being ftroken flatynto the ground by a light from 
heauen,cuen at noon day, wherby he was lightned 
witha knowledge of humnielf, he became a worthy 
profefior of Chnlt, & a myrror amog martyrs, who 
{uftred for his ſake.He was recciued vntomercy, as 
hc himſelf witneſſeth. Af.oy Magdalen from wi 
were caſt our ſcuen diuels, was a dtuehfh ſinner, fn. 
ning without bluſhing:yerhauing remorſe,8 com 
ming to her {clfe, going behind ourſauiour Chrif?, 
and behauing her far with allmodeſtic and teares, 
and falling downe at his feet with a| ſorrowfull rc- 
pentance ofhir former hnnes, ſhee was graciouſlie 
entertained, and made a veſſell of his mercie, ti 

It waslong before the thief did come to himlclf, 
he did put it off ſol6g asit could be, cue ro the [all 
houre and moment of time: yet toſhew that repen- 

tacecan not cometoo late, though it canot come JN ., / 
to ſon, he was alſnabiolued,& that day withchrilt &Þ * 
was his ſoule in Paradiſe jn his fathers kingdome, 
And this was the happines of this prodigall pet- þ 
ſon, hisreturne and conuerſion preuented his dam- 
nation,and wasthe means of his erenall ſa[11ation), 

Let every ſinner therfore conſider of this let him 
 e*nie all yarighteovſnes, and give himlelfe ynto 
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reereſſe of the prodigall ſount, 123 
hotie obedier;ce,and learne to know himielte, Ley 
tim remember whatthe Church writeth vnto the 
ingelof the church of Epheſus, Remember frons 
whence thou art fallen & repent,& do the firſt works Rene!.2 
7. eturne O ſmners vuto your hearts,as E ſay covnn- E£/zy,46 
ſellcth. Conſider whorthou art, whence y camelt, 
wherethou art,and whither tnou art going, Thou 
art5ecome a verie learned doQtor,it thou halt lears 
nedto know thy ſelfe & thy ſins. This learning and 
knowledge wil more auaile thee then all vaine phi- 
ofophy,then all thy Audy intheliberal arts, then al 
ty humane knowledge whatſocuer, The know- - 

tdge of thy ſelf will teach thee humilicie, humilitie 
willmake thee ftand in fearc ofthy God, the feare 
othy God isthe beginning ofthat wiſdom which 
paſſeth vnderſtanding, Many know many things, 
ſ know they notthemſelues:they knowe others, 
tthey know not themſelues: But another man is 
Your Chriſtall glaſſe, wherein we ſee ourlelues, J.-t 
"therefore laoke ypon an other,C: eſpecially vpor 
ths mans fin that we may know our ſinne:and this 
mans repentance that we may likewiſe repent with 


im, 
The ſecond Chapter. 
Of the prodig all ſonne his re ſolution of the amer ae 
ment of his life and of returning to his father :the 
fund:mentall point of our true rep-17.1ce, 
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— x The ſecond Booke of the 
he proceeded immediatly vnto a loathſomneſſe of 
himſelfe,and hatred of his finne, He purpoſeth ab. 
ſolutely torenounce hisformer coutſe, and nowe 
deliberateth , and meditateth with himſclfe ofa- 
niendment of his life. 

He doth notdeſperately fall into theſe or ſuch 
like conceites, or thus reaſon with himſelte in his 
troubled mind. Goto, for as much| as I do ſee my 
ſelfe deſtirure of friends, perſecuted bf my cnimies, 
viterlic forſaken and without hope of comtorte; 
what remedy? I will wallowe my ſelfe in this myre 
and dirte, and (til remaine a vagadohd and forlorn 
perſon, and dwell among {wine : or, otherwiſe the 
fooner to auoide this extremitic ] will tric ex- 
tremitics, I will hclpe my ſcite by robbenie and 
wrong : I will yſe ſome Nlefees,ChifiG,and ouiles to 
bring in a living : I will not feare to make an ende 
of my ſelfe, tobring this my mileric and({[auericto 
an ence, He hath noncoftheſe melancholic and 
mad muzes : neither is he enuious, either ofthe fc- 
icitie ofthis eldeſtbrother , or of the! proſperitie of 
his fathers ſeruants. But his reſolutjonisto vie all 
ſubmiſſion, to be ſorrowfull for his finnes, to de+ 
part from them,and to returne in obedience to his 
father , andtoaske forgiuenefle ofthem ; we mult 
conforme our fclues yntothis man if we will bee 
trulie repentant with this man, True repentance 
eſpecially confiſteth in the acknowledgement of 
our {innes,in a godly forrowe 2nd hatred of them, 
and in a purpoſed reſolution toforſake them. All 
which parts were compleatandperte&, in the ex- 
=... 


— — — _ 
——— _ —- LES —_— — i w 


regreje of the proatgait ſoune. 4121 
ample of this man, | 
hey vainly ſooth themſclues, who thinke they 
canrepent,and yet doe abide,and remainein their 
fnnes . And therefore they may with Eſa, hunte 
aftera bleſſing, and go without it. God regardeth 
not the flowers and faireſhewe ofrepentance,but 
hee would haue the fruites which true repentance 
bnngeth forth . Bring forth (faieth 1962 the Bap. 
itcothe Phariſfies and Sadduces, who like vnto 
thefig cree had nozhing bur faire lcaucs) the fruites 
worth'e ofamendment of life , It is not enough for 
y3toconteſle our ſelues ſinners, but with this cone 
felon wee mult leaue our finnesand returne ynro 
our father , If wee (Uill remaine vſurers, foraicators, 
drunkardes , and {uch like finncrs, there is no re- 
pentanceinys, and God refuſeth this repentance 
which we offer him, as the gold whichis rco light, 
and the graine which wanceth meaſure.Our onely 
Anchorhold,and refuge isthe Lord , wee mutt re- 
turnehome and reconcile our ſelues to him from 
whome wee haue departed by our ſinne and wic- 
kedneſſe, We muſt weep with Ezechias, and turne , /a033 
| DH ourfacesto the walle, wee muſt caft downe our © * 
| If luesar the feete of Chritt, with HMvry Magdalen Lak. 7 
| I ticfinner; we muſt lament our finnes bitterlie with | 
Peter; we mult crie vnto the Lord, with our voice Matr.26 
* DE viththe Niniuites ; we muſt bc conuerted, and a- lone.3 
{I nmend ourlives,with therepentant Tewes: wemuſt A#4+-» 
, Wbechanged by the renewing of our mind : and be- «ns 
| FE "gmade whole, we muſt finne 10 more , leaſta 19%"5 
v<ater plague do come yrto ys. 
The 
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128 The ſecond Booke ofthe 
F The ſubieR and grounde of an vnfained repenie 
| tance is ourexchange ofour formcr life , and an al, 
hs ceration ofthe whole man, The mind muſt De hums 
I bled with a godly forrowe for our former fines, 
$1.97 ! whichisthe forrowethe Apolile ſpeaketh of , that 
il makethro ſalvation, | 
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Wherefore 6 man conſider with thy ſelfe, what 
calamity, and deſtruQtion thy {inne doth lead thee 
ynto,and bewaile thy caſe in time, and return with 
oh - 9uEg fromthis danger,which otherwiſe muſt ene 
''£ ue vponthee, | 
[1 \Gm'lirude Itthouſhouldeſt ſee a moſt comely, and beau- 

| i rifull virgine,of great birth and wealth, and paſsing 

2 wiſdome , to bce married to a forded and ſtinking 

companion, werenot the ſight rufull > and woul- 

deft thou not lament hir vnhappy condition? thou 
couldeſt do no lefle, But this is thy caſe, and thou 
art the ſame, for thy ſoule as the kinges daughter is 
excceding glorious, fairer then the daughters of Si- 

o!1, andthe children ofmen, comly as the tentes of 

Kedar ,and as the curtains of S alomap. Wed it not 

therfoce vnto flauiſh finne, ler her nat be polluted, 

2k. and defiled with iniquity, 

MM Gmilirude The Bucke thatis hunted , _ with 
; hounds,mourneth and howleth:our finnes do hunt 
vs,and follow ys as houndes,lct vs therefore mourn 
and taſte of ſorrow for it. [ 

The daughter of /epthe went a part to the 
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A it mountaines , to bewaile hit Virginitic ewo mo- 
We 5” neths together with hex mayden companic bee 
\HR eauſcſhce was to dic ; ſo fithens wee muſt __ 
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regreſſe of the prodigall ſonne.” 727 
reaſon of our finnes , and wee knowe not howe 
ſone,oh let vs bee ſolitary , and bewaile our {innes 
with the laints that feare God, & repentour ſelues 
ofchem, '# | 

Godly men haue preatly mourned for other 1.S:1,1e | 
men, as Samrel for Saul, becauſe God had calt | 
him offand Daxid for Abſalon,who was ſlain for 
his wickednes:much more the ought we to mourn 2,5.09,'T it 
for our ſelues,and rend our hearts, and not our gar- | 
mentes, for our infinite eranſgreſ+ions, and co turne 
ynto the Lord. 

When as Michah haſtily purſued after thoſe, 
who had ſtolen away his gods,andthey demanded 
ofhim what he ailed:he dolefully anſwereth, Flawe 11g. 1 
jeſtolye avay my gods jromme, aud doe ye arkel mec 


what Tale, 


with theems, Contider of what e 
weitis, and howe auailcable ic will bee to the 
cn when as jt hath becne of that grace and 
ength, as to bring a bleſsing cucn vppon the 
wicked, | 
Eſau by his weeping extorted and wrong a 
blefsing from his father I/2ac , albcic his b!eſsing 
"14 ous before hee came, and beſtowed yppon 
09. 
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224 The ſecond Booke af the 
of the Egyptians periſhed in the waters of thered 
ſea.fo inthe brackiſh and ſale watets of repentance 
all our ſinnes the mol} capital and deadly enemies 
tovsthe Iſracl and people of God (hall beyretly 
ouerthrowye and calt as it were into the bottoms 
of the {ca, | 

Wherefore as Holofernes when he beſieged Be. 
thulra, that hee might eater yanquiſh it, [topped 
the fountaines and paſſages of the water , that 
ſhould run vnto it,to battle and to refreſh it ; ſoour 
aduerfaric the diuel , as another Holofernes, that 
he mightthe ſooner hauethe conquelt of vs whom 
hee daily doth befiege, hee woulde ſoppe the: 
ftreames, and conduct pipes of our teares, that 
they ſhoulde not guſh our of our 9's , to Wa 
ter, and refreſh ys in the middeft of our extre- 
mitie, ; 

Wherefore kil Herode that Chriſt may line:(lay 
thy ſinnes,that thy ſoule may live. If wee liue after 
the fleſh we ſhal die, but if we die to the fleſh wee 
{hal ue: and Herod being dead Chrilt wil returne 
avaincinto Egypt. | 

As Iacob was called Tacob , which fignifieti.a 
ſupplanter , before hee was called 7/7ae/, whichis 
ſeeing God: ſo wee mult firſt bee /acob and ſup- 
plant ourſinnes, and take them by Fhe hee: as /4- 
cob did Eſar , and giuethem afall before wee cal 


be Itraclites, and ſee God, andbepartakers of his 


kingdome, | 
As God gaue commandement to tone the 


beaſt, which would approchand touch the moun- 


taine! 
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reoreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. 125 
aine: ſo we drawing neere by heauenly medicati- 
onsto Gods moſt holy mountaine,it is enioined vs 
okill the beaſt , our ſenſuall pleaſures, and linfull 
ſts, which are nothing elle but bealtly, DON 

Wherefore poure out thy heart like water, as —— 
Hieremy exhorteth thee before the face of God: (cues otall| 
like waternot like honie,oyle,or wine, If any other our t:nnes, 
lquour beſide water bee poured out ofa veſſel], £4. 
ſnewhat ofthe liquour will hang ynto the (1des, 
orremainein the bottome eſpeciallic clarmy,and 
mie ſubſtance asoyle , and honey, or atthelealt 
the auour of that liquour is(till retained, and re- 
maineth in the cup : if both theſe faile yer will che 
olafſe,veſſell,or cup,draw vncoitthe outward co- 

Jour of that liquor, as it were wholie altered and 

changed intothat colour , Bur water doth none of 

theſe, for it runneth out clearely, it leaueth neither 

ſubſtance,colour or ſauour at all behind it, There- 

fore we muſt (as the Prophet warneth) poure forth 

our ſpirits like water,asto our power we may leaue 

noremainder,no dregs,noſubftance, no ſhewe of 

lnne behind vs,but poure it out al out of the veſlels | 

of ourhearts, Ky | 
Wherefore as God commanded Sax/todeſtroy r,Sam,rs 

Amalech, and to reſerue no creature aliue, neither lf 

ſheepe,or oxen,or any otherthing: ſo God com- Rem.s, MY 

mandeth ys vtterly that we doe aboliſh the whole og 

. ac ſinne, that no part of finnebeckepraliue 1 

W ins. 

+ BY, When as the Ifraclites were ynder Pharao his Excd,te | 
. [Pondage, and when as Iſracll wasto facrifice ynto 
; Ag. the 
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The ſerond Booke of the 
the Lorde, Phar.to ſpake this vnto Xoſesand tg 
FA zron.Go ſacrifice vnto the Lord only let your ſnecy 
Ad catiel rmaize, Hee would haue a pledoe and 
af:;rance of their returnegand ſo would the Divell 
haue of, his captiues , whome hee holdeth in there 


| frnae when they ſhould depart from their finne by 


true repentance, and returne yntoGOD, Hee 
would haueſome finne that wee ſhoulde not ce. 
pent ofthat we may leaus as a pawne in his hande 
of our commiag againe : But aunſwere. thouthe 
Diuell as «< I7ſes and eAaron did auniyere 
"Vharao, & 11! onr, Cattell ſhall goe with vs, theit 
{:31ll notremaine a hoote behinde vs, there ſhai no 


$nne rarrie behinde ys, all ſhall beſlaine and viter 


Ly defiroied, 

As the Angel! , when iiedcliuered Petey out 
of priſon , hee willed him to girde hunſelte , and 
20 binde on his ſandales , not to leaue them behind 
him, leaſt heeſhould bee mooued toretire againe 


forthem: ſo wee going out of the priſon ot tinne, 


let ysnot leaue anie finne behinde , which mai 
cauſe ys to returne and may drawe ys backeat- 
ter it. 

The Bullocke that was flaine by e-Laror the 
prieſt for a ſinne offering, was not onclie ſactifi- 
ced, butalſo allthe fatre that was ypponthe in- 
wardes, the kall of the liuer,and the rwo kidneyes, 
with theirfatte were burnt vppon the altar, yea 


the Hyde, thefleſh, the doung was burne with 


fire wichowtthe hoaſ?t, asthe Lord had counmaun- 
dei Moſes , So wee for our attoncment , mult 


of 


h | be made could notreviue him 1 but y Philoſopher 


reareſſe of the prodigall ſornt, 123 

offerthis ſinne offering, wee muſt burne with fire, 

and conſume all our finnes, the very doung and exs 

crements muſt be done away , there muſt bee nov 

thing left, 

We muſt ſerue fin as the altars of idolatry,whica Dew.y 

God commanded ſhould bethrowne downe, and 

crnſhed in peeces,Our finnes which we haue wor- 

ſhipped,mult be ſeruedas the Calfeſ, which the Iſs 

nc/ires adored : Moſes Rem itto powder , and 

rauc it to the people of Iirael to drinke , that ſo hee 

might be ſure "_— =_— remane of ir. , 4 

But this traRtate of crue repentaunce , Will (4.;.2:,a MW! 

ſkeme needlefle roſome, to _— ntance it CN 1] 

ſelfe ſeemeth needles, For there be thoſe whothink md | 

thatie needeth not,orbooteth not, to repent theme 1/8 

ſelues of that which cannot bee helped, tobee ſor. 1Y 
tt 


rowfull for that which cannot bee called backe 

finnesthat are donecannot bee vndone, and theres 

fore it isin vaine to bee ſorrowfull for them , This 

salewd and vngodly obieRion, andthe argument 

moſt weake. 14. 
Treweit is,thateuill deedes and ations come anfwers | | 

mitted cannot bee reverſed , yet are they notſo | 

palte as if nothing remained preſent, for themes 

moric, the remorſe, the guilt ofthem remaineth. 

lt was ſometime tolde a Philoſopher thathe ought 

not to mourne for his dead ſon becauſe there wag 

roremedie , all the ſorrowe and lamentation thar 


anſwered, thattherefore hee had iult cauſe of la« 
menting becauſe it, coulde not bee otherwiſe , ſo 
aought 


| | | | 
'f | Obicaion 
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ought the godly to grieue that they haue ſinned, 
and alfo becaulc it could not be otherwiſe, 
Orkerlome there be, who whenas they ſee, that 
ofthcic hnn2 there hath come good (as God out of 
eu] hinges can bring good thinges to palle)they 
thinke this kindof ſinne hathapriuiledge,and pro- 
tcQion , and thatitisnotto bce repented of, of ys, 
Sha!l we repent our ſelucs(tay they) of that which 
hath done vs ſo much good? nay, let vs rather bee 
oladoficandreivice, I here was a religious wo- 
man, by profcfsion, who haumg had two baſe chil. 
dren,bcing wi'led by hir confefſour intime to bee 
ſorrowfull, tor this looſe and lewde bchauiour : ſhe 
anſwered , that there was no reaſon of that, for as 
much as thoſe children proued ſo good men , the 
one becing the preat ſchooleman Grat/ar , and 
the other Peter Lombarde the maiſter of the Sen- 
rences: ſhe rather wiſhed that ſhe had more ſuch 
children, ſhee was ſo far from forrowing, for thole 
which ſhe already had . But this conccite is as idle 
as the former,and hath noreaſonin it. The Apo- 
file ſettethit down as a flat concluſon, and Canon 
in diuinitic that we muſt not {inne, that good may 
come of it. Shal/we ſinne then (faith he\that grace 
may abound? Nay, God forbid. How ſhall wee that 
are dead to ſinne line yet therein? | 
Wherefore let vs whoarc burdened with our 
finnes, comebefore God , ina godlic ſorrowetor 
them, that he might caſe vsof chem, Let the firaic 
ſheepe returne vntohis ſhepheard, the ficke pati- 
ent to his Phiſitian,the {inner to his Sauiour,thcloſ 
MD ONTEED pe hectare jos ſors 
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reereſſe of the proatgaltJomme. Tay — 
hnneto his merciful father, and che creatureto his 
Creator who is blefled for cuer. | 


The third Chapter, 


That wee muſt with the P rodigall ſonne, ioine faith 
to our repentance , the better to incite and 
pricke vs forwarde , to rtturne vnto our fie 

ther. 


5 Nleſſe a ſinner, wit! the knowledge 
WH, of his finne, and his godly forrowe 
Þ& Concciued for the ſame, doeth alſo 

Vhger ' Nrengthen himſclfe with faith , and 
0-0.7\05 hopeth of the pardon and forgiues 
reſſe ofit : it nothing at all auailerhhim , irracher 
| B feructh as aſivorde ro wounde him, then a medi« 

cine fortoheale him, It is ro no purpoſe fora man 
| F toknowe where hee may haue a ſworde, to take 
awiie his life : catherler vs ſceke where wee maie 
have a falue ro cure our deadlie woundes and to 
preſerve our life . Bur ouronly comfort and reme= 
dy 15 our faith which wichſtanderh all remprartions, 
overcommerh all aflaultes, and preuenteth deſpe« 
taton, _ 

Faithis vnto vs asthe fire and clowdy piller was p.,, ,, 4 
to the Iftaclites,ſeruino to condudtthem intheir 
Wayoutof Egypt, thorough the yaſte wildernefle: 
toviderh vsin the right way , whileſt wee trauaile 'F 
nthe ſolicarie deſarr of this world towards the hea« YM | 
uenly Canaan, | 
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| Gailituce The Rrength of an houſe is inthe foundati. 
on, and iſ that bee ſare the building will noe 
ſhake , for anic ſiorme and rempelt that doeth 
beare agoi1iltic. Faitnis thefoundarion and ſub. 
ſtanceofour building , Faith rs the ſubſtaunce of 
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thmgs 0De4 far,and He exidence of thinges that are 
rot ſeere, 

Whilcſt the ſterne and maine Maſt of a ſhip 
is founde , if ita mightie tempeſt | the marriners 
ſhall cate out their Anchor. into the ſea, and dil. 
burden the ſhippeot her heauie fraight , it is ro ve 
preſcrued and laued from ſhipwracke;burit theſe 
faile , and ſuffer wracke by the weather, it cannot 
bce that it ſhoulde eſcape deſtruction ; fo men 
thatarc emptied as it were of their vertues, and 
ſuffer their godlineſle dailie to diminiſh ; yet fo 
long as faith laſteth, and remaineth fteafaſt , they 
cannot quite periſh : but Jeethem lgole this, rhere 
isno hclpe forthem, they looſe altogether, This 
Gmilituce is Paxlcs , which hee vſerhto this ende 
writingthus to Timothie : This cammaurdement i 
Camait I vato thee, ſorne Timotheus,that thou | 
ſhoulic{tſipht 2 7052 fight hauing faith, anda goed 
co::fcience 8 which {ore bane pur AWAY, and ASCoM 'f | 
Corcing failn bane ade a ſhipwrach, 

As Merchauntes, albeit they haue ſuſteined 
oreat lolics, tor two yeares together , yet athirac 
luciy yeare maketh vp all againe 4 ſo though wee 
hae loltthe good gracegof God with this prodt- 
gall jonne , yetit atlength wee haue a good faith 
wiz him,we {hailwell enongh outcome, andre* 

| COLT 


A EEE ee Ent 
reorejje of 1He ProatgatJonune. 757 ro 
couer our former lofle,and be in1 good effate , and 
happinetJc againe, 
What faith this man hat, appeareth by his 
wordes : For afrer hee acxnowledged his fathers 
" | bountie cohis hized ſeruants, he hartencrh himſelfe 
* | with the hope of greater kindneſle, to bee exren- 
ded rowardes him vppon his returne , beeing a 
ſonne. And therefore premiling and meditating 
yppon this: ITove me hyred ſeruauntes in my 
Fathers horſe haue bread enough and 1 die for hun- 


__— —_ 


* f ger? Hee cheereth him{clfe with aconfidence of 
* Nf comfort, ſaying to himſcite,/ will ariſe andgo to my 
Ll Father, 
| Hee placed his wordes in verie good ranke 
ſpeaking ro great purpoſe, to mooue altechions, 
Of |: a Sore . They © Seruauntes , They : paue 
Y i erorch, 1: die for hunger , They manie: and 
© If yerare repleniſhcd, Ibur one , and loe I am fa- 
S EF miſhed , "ihcrefore it miſt necdes bee well with 
© megif Ireturnc home, as it is with them, who are 
7 now arhome. ] wil therefore hie me home,and ap- 
#1 peare before my father. 
1 Whcrfore vnto the true repentance of our ſinne, 
* & conſcquentlie ofneceſsirie , a true faith mult bee 
adioyned , which onciic diſccrnerhtructh from 
1H falchoode , frue repentance from hypocrifie, 
ic El which Fayeth it ſeife wholic vppon the worde of 
© COD the foundation thereof,this word being the 
- | 3gument, and ſubic& of our faith. If therefore 
nl wedo repent,and bewaile our ſinnes: ir is manifeſt 
< 


tat we are raoued, and touched with Gods word, 
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e ſecond Booke of the 
thatit hath pricked our hearts. And this o g00d tree 


cannot but brig forth good fruit, ic cannot be idle 


inthe harts of the fa! thtul. 
In this reſpcR,learned men do make Faith , and 


Conttition,the two eſſential parts and members of 
repentance, Conttition, whereby werepent that is 


pa':and faith wheroy we hope of exace to come, 
Wee £oenot fo fa re with them. as to make faith a 
partofrepentan ce >but wee hold itneedccull that 
it bee marched with repentance, that it ooe hande 
in hand with it.that it be not diuorced and diuided 
femit. Inman there are two partes whereuppon 
hee dothconfiſt , the minde and the bodie, yet 
we ſajenocthatthe minde isa parte of the bodic, 
or the bodic ofthe minde , T he like may be faid 
of faith and repentaunce , In the Sunne there is 
his orbicular and rounde proportion, and his light 
and brightncſe ; yer though they bee conioyned, 
neicfieris the forme of it a parte ofthis his bright- 
neſle , neither is his brighinefle, anie part ot his 


forme . $o faith- and repentaunce goe rogither 


in the faithfull , and are not ſepaxated ; yerone 
of them: is not a member of the other : faith is 
joyned to it as the originall of it , the only motiue 
of it, Ike vnto aCayraine that giucth 4 1c onlct, 
This holdethvp our llippetic feetfrom falling,and 
chislitreth vp thoſe that are downe:: thismaketh 
VS tO ooethorcugh fire and water, and ordereth 
ar oo) os: this 15 the vitorie that oucrcommeth 
the w ord 


Thismakethys tomarch out cougiouſlc with 
D FUR 4 


ting themſelues excecdinglic of their weakenefle, 
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reerefſe of the proatgall forme. 4 
Duid againti Golrah of Gath, that vacircumciſed 
Pailſtiae, ire2achethour handesro.war, and our 
fog.:15 tofight, and our armes to breake cuen 2 
bowe of ttcelc . ALircellings Buhop of Rome, 
hauing before ſacrificed vnto Idols, and by faun 
moued to repentance,boldly preached chatwhich 
he detued betore , becaine a marty: tor the trueth 
ake.and coafirined 1t with his dearns 

Cyprian in his ſermon and treatiie-ds /ap/is , mas _ 
kethmention of C:/tus & eAEmilines who violengs £474 & 
lie coated to an abiuration of rhe trueth, through Aemulizrg , 
exremity 'of rormentes , afcerwarde bceing re- 
claimed thorough remozſeof conſcience , repen= 


Marcellmus | 
B. of Rome, w 


oewe fo [trong 1 the taith , as they ouercame 
the fire, and brake the yce valiantlie , and cous 
ngiouſſie did: yadergocthe tyrannie of their tor« 
mentors, | 

But what need we heape vp farreine cxamples, 
ſeeing wee haue ſo many domeſticall, The late 
ime of Queene CA zry affordeth ys many. Matter 
Foxe in hisbooke off Monuments, doth largely in- 
treat ofthem among othersin London, there was. if 
Kcertaineprieſt , whothorough feare of the cruel- 
lie, and bitterneſſe of death which was before 
hiseies.,'abiured and renounced the true religion 
ndembraced Popery: Bur che Balaamite Biſhop, #9", 
be bloudie Bull ot Baſan ,- not contented with his 
imple abiuration, demaunded the ſignature of | 
tis hande, and ſeale vnto a preſcribed forme of re- 
auation, which hee gauc him z which this ſimple | 
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424 The ſecond Booke of the ** 
poore ſoulc accordinglie conſigning , and redelj. 
uering the ſchedule to the Biſhop departed from 
him , But retuming home hee congewed [ich ors 
rowe and repentance of his fnne!, as it working 
by azealous and inuiacidle taith , he reverſed his 
handwriting , reſigned his confienment ; 2nd wil. 
ledthe tyrant to doe with him what he lift, Letys 
; thereferebe armed with this armour. and we ſhall 
bee more then conquerors , in hin that loueth yg, 
' Bee wee forrowtull tor our {:nnes, 'and have wee 
faih ,and ſure hope ofthe forginents ofour fines; 
Faith , without repentaunce is metre difsimulati. 
on; and repentaunce without taithcauſerh deſpe. 
ration, | 
IneBaprift whopreachedto the Sadducesof 
mdocment, and ſhewed them the axe that was 
ur ro the Tree, to cute them gff by reaſon of 
their finnes, doth alſo comfort them witha ſong i C 
afmercie , pointing with his tinget-atthe Lambe 
of God , who ſhoulde take awaie the ſinnes of the 
world, wX n = LOR PIE 
Peter,after that he had pricked che hearts of the 
Iewes , by grating theireares, with/a rehearſallof 
the circumttances of their crucltiez - in"defifinga 
murderer to bee. given them , andin crucifieng 
the Lorde of life - hee healed immediggelie thele 
woundes againe, and gaue them a plaiftertolaic 
ypon their ſoares . willing them to repent and pet- 
twading them tothe faith of the forgiuenes of theit 
fanacs. AO ASSES + Jn 
Paite when hee was @ Saxle , Was m_ 
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froken downe , and felled ynro the grounde , by @ 

ſioht which appeared viito him at noone day:out 

hee was raiſed yp againe with a heauenly voices 

which comforted and' inſtructed him what hee 

ſhould doe. 

Let ys therefore walke in the kinges high waie 
berweene feare, and hope, Lerfeare: afright vs with 
the feelinss of our linnes?t and let vs bees com! torted 
withthe hope. we haucof the remiſsion of our ſins; 
The known ledge of owr i118: - ; top cther with Gods 
mercie which pardonech Our finnes, becing duel 
conlidered ; maketh vs deoenerate and PP chif 


"-, 
dren 'with the prodigal ſonne toreturne home ynto 


 ourFather, 


> _ 


' The fourth Chapeer. 
Of the _ of of liiont a efpeciallme an hi 


Goa wſeth toworke oner repentance nd to cauſe 
our returne to our fathers oaaſe » withthe pro- 
ar Tall / one 
777 he meanes - which this Touing' 
FEY ind mereifullfither vſeth to drawe 
Som his wandring, and Ge one ' 
AT ſonne, are meete to be confidered, 
SD) + whicly there aremanie, and hes 
uerall kindes; bur they may: 4] of 
them, ſummarilic bereduced ynta! Wm. | 
theſe two chiefe heades. The firlt is hisex: ene b 


and ourward calling: the ſecondis tusinterneand- 
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JP | Booke of the 
inwarde lightningvs, 

From che firlt roote, ſpringedt theſe branches, 
His calling vs by his worde whereby hee teacheth 
ys his willand our duetie, His prit uatcadinonitions 
which are cither giuen vs by our friendes for ow 
good , in Lindnelle towinncys: ; orelle; by our e. 
nemies, in theirbitter afteions , yerie forciblein 
regarde on the hurt they intende vs}, of themlclues 
to reclaime vs, Adde hereto bid puniſhments, 
his ſfignes of anger , his molt dreadtuil wudoments, 
which are infinite and val; peakeable ſhewed in 
the kcauen , the water, Sy the caith , all which 
arc {ounce alin —_ louce thubdcrpeales, to 
rote vs out of the decade ſlcepe and lccuitic, in 
which we liue, 

But thcſeneither ſeuerally nor Dindic take > 
fect, valciie our heartes bec inw ardly mollified,na- 
alk ebcurate, and of themſcives molt deafe 
ynio alloutwarde warninges. 1heremult bee a 
lightening aud ntinddon i inwarde, before wee 
will bee mooued with the calling | which i IS. OUt 
warde, Of the which purpoſing pechiliarli tO Ne 
ticate in his fit place, ia.the third Bopke, vpon the 
occairon offered. by his farhers| ſc cioghim.; farre 
off 1 leaucirat thistame;for our drift is now to ſhew 
the vertue force,and manitold vic , ofhisourwarde 
judocment SV hat dceepe impreſions] they makemn 
mensaffe A! ons, altering and reclaiping their de- 
geperate clip as tions, 

Thetu! nefl: of bread. and I 36H of pleas 


SLES, WEicl tis you, my had at will in his [hen 
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reereſſe of the Proargattjonme. 
houſe.puffed him vp with pride , made him wilde 
and wanton, and bred in hima loathlomnefle and 
con:empt of them. Hercupon he gaue himſclfe ro 
all riot and exceſlc,he became a trauailer, ſpending 
without ceaſing, wichout order and Quictction, vit- 
till all his portion and parrimonie was con{uined, 
Immediatelic he carnc to a lowe cbbe, he teil ſuds 
denly into all calamitie , and this aftliRtion gaue 
him ynder{tanding , and wrought his conucri:on. 
For being in the roppe and height of lis profpcri 
tie, God fiſt of all puniſhed him with want and 
ſcarcitie, rhereby hce thar borghtthe conſirained 
courteſics of manic mens knees, wich the cxpences 
ofſ»manie pounds, being our of tis money, he was 
out of requeſt ; they who before did reucrence fins 
8 2 God,did now rcicct him and deſpite him asa 
dogoe.Forthwith {laucrie ouertooke his beggerie, 
his bondage as motl noylome,lo was it moit grie- 
uouſſome, ſor it brought leannefie eucn vppon hig 
ſoule,one might tell all hisbones, and his ttrength 
failed him,beeing now forgotten as a ccade man, . 
and vtcerlie forlaken, Hee became.a worme and. 
noman,an abiect trom the companie and fellow- 
ſhipofmen, living among beal?cs, hunting ater 
busks, loning nowe aſtmuch the fragments and re- 
verſion ofhogpes, ashe loathed before in his fa- 
thers houſe the varictic of all delights of the ſonnes 
omen, . 
Theſe meanes God yſcd 2s motives to fiirre vp 
bis dull ſpirits,and to quicken him aircth,to pluck 
fuu by the cares, andto lift him yp from his bor- 
_— tible 
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rible dunchill of mire and clay , and fil:hie ſwine. 

2nd to ſet his feete inalarge roome.,& toplace him 

among princes,cuen the princesof! his people, 
ter ns This is the courſe which com: monlie God tas 
I3.co bing vs keth with his ynrulie' and rebellious children, to 
Ws }<mcts brinothemhome againe, Yolrzr peter flag vellare 
LEY loging:4 umut reciperet propingure . che: 
{| al ;33 Would ſcourge him a farce off, beca:ſc hee would 
wo greft, Bad receive himnecre at hand. Nays [bene mthieſſet 
ſme te nolten forſitan redire ad te, For if Imught 
doe well wichour thee, I would not Houbtleſle 1 IC 
turne vito thee, 

Wherefore, becauſe affliRtions hoc weane ys 
from our Gans, and dring vs vnto ( zod,itis moſt 
i needfull that God ſhould humble vs wich aftliti. 
 «fimilitude Ns. And hee doth thereby as the tender mother 
with her young child who rubberh the ends ofher 
breaſts with mnſtard,or ſome other thing to make 
theintant forſake hismilke, and to leaue the dug. 

Ifa mightic Prince ſhould promiſe ynto anie, 
all his wealth and treaſure which is ih his treaſure- 
houſe, who coulde vnlocke and open the doore of 
it,and ſhould therewithal! giue ys Wo keyes , the 
one of golde which could nor openir, and the 0. 
ther of iron which could open it:rhqugh the golde 
be ofa betrerſubſtance by nature then the iron, yet 
in reſpe&rthar it ſeructhnot to ſo gopd an ende,he 
15 but a foole who refuſcth the iro:!1 key , to make 
choyſe of the golden, God promiſeth ymovs the 
2695 Maes of his orace, itwe will ftrive roenter into 


this gate , wee ke manileſtlic that a golden " 
at 
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thatis riches and profperitic in this worlde, will 
not open it : but tac iron Key io'row and AGliCT® 
frie, will open that which is ſhucte, and bring ys 
to aboundaunce, Oh thercfore 3f we bee wile take 
weethis in our hande andlet ys goe to the lacke 
with if, . | | 
Bcforc the grape can yeeld his orient pleaſant \ gmitieuc, 
wine, the invce thereof mult frit beeprefſed our | 
by the force of the Wineprele , Wee multe 
firft bee prefled , and opprefied with affliftions, 
before our belt ivyce can bee wringed from vs, 
and wee can more cuidentlie ſhewe our faith an 
patience, : 
It God mightilie bleflerh our cftate; enricherh ys 
with wealth; backeth vs with friends; encreaſech vs +: 
with children, what maruell isirif we doe ferue jy 1 
God : Do we ferue God for nouht, as rhediuell 
faid of 7ob? Burthe cafe is now atrered,, it is rather 
to be maruelled , fin fuch an eſtate wee doe not 
forget God, and neglect toſeruchim. Profperitic 
leadethvs farre from God with the prodigall fon, 
and aduerſitie bringeth vs home againe with hima, 
and therefore God fendeth it, » © A 
When the young childe runneth from the 'mg- 
ther,and will not come vnto her';*the mother cau+ | 
ſeth oneto make it afrayde with avizard , or the 1 
like, and immediately the child runneth tothe mo- 
ther, We arc as yong children, who neuer runne to 
God but when aduerfitic and feare driueth vs, * i 
' Noſaner God proſpereth'vs;, but we looke * fimils i 
from him;our eyes are onely ypen him inour need. | 
When 
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We are like dogs, who lo long as they arc hungrie, 
. they hxe and aflen their cies vppon their mailter s 
" buthce ao boner catieth downe a Erultor a bone, 


morcthe Arkeof Noah was lifted vp 4. the more 
the waters of our trouble doe cncreale , the mote 
wedolitt yp ourhearts ynto God, 

The more God aftlicterh vs,the beter Wc learge 
bim. An Inkeeper will bettercake knowledge of 
that guelt that beftowerh ſome blowes oft him, 
then hee will of big who pendern much monty 
oi him. 

loſeph his brethren would not vouthlafe ro hand 
him inthe time ofcheir proſpexicy,bur fam:ſtunene 
made them to go into Egypt , and to finde him 
out When Goud (triketh alande with famine, wee 
howle and crie vnto him, then wee come with our 
tackes to Egypt, and then we bring our belt pre- 

fents tothe man, 

The moreghepeople of Iſrael were aperſccutcd, 
the more feruenthie cried they veto God : wee are 
theſe old /ſraclites,the more we are aftlited, the 
more we are obedient. 

The conueriion of Sax/ began at hb aff]iction 
which made him a Paul: hee was no fooner (iros 
ken with a lghming to the ground, \burtthe heart 
of him wasughtned, and he ſaide Vigo God: yr 

wht 


l 
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I8' bur they preſently looke downwardie , and they : 
[ runne after chat : but when thats caten , their cies ||| ( 

as before arclifted yp againe , and they beholde Wy 

tlicir mailter, n 

| FI Thc morethe waters of the floodencreafed,the iN j 
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-revreſſe of the prodigall ſonne, 14 xp 


what wilt thou hawe me do? 

Affliction is one of the ſtrings belonging to the 
Lords bowe, which he makethre adie agayalt the 
face of vs, when wedo withſtand him, wherebyhe 
ſlyech our finnes invs. What mooued Adamto 
abetrer remembraunce of himſelte, and che com - 
maundement of God , but th: knowledge of his y_Y 
nakednes, the voyce of God which called him in - 
the Garden, the hard raske he did puthim vntoto 
F digge the ground, and with his ſweateto get his 
lung all che dayes of his life, his catting out of Pa« 
radle, whereby he lined asa baniſhed man vpon 
the face of the earth? God followed him with his 
dgements,that he might make him partaker of 
his mercies,and draw him co himſclte, 

' Thelike courſe was taken with Daridin his 
fine, when he wilfullie had commited adultcrie 
and murther : God not onely fent him his Prea- 
cher Vathar,to rebuke him ofhis finne.but he ſent 
him aFlictions to drawe him from his fine, as the 
ncelt committed with his daughter Thamar by 
 Wher brother 42202 the {laughter of his fon Am 

mon,the {edition of his ſonne Abſalon, his ciuill in- 
EY fir.cRion, his molt fearcfull execution. All theſe as 
ſummonerscited his conſcience toappeare at gods 
Court & con{trayned him to come hometo God, 
nallobedience, from whom he had fo ſtarted by 
lis former diſobedience, 

The Scriptures do euerie where ſet downe vnto 
vsthisvſe.that we may make vngo our ſelues of af. 
ictions,thatthey ſeruc ysas wandes , todriue out 
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the duftcharts in ourclothing, and makeys].aue 
our i:19v's and feturne to God, | 
After ayehement c6mination of many grievous 
dg: ments ripped vp , and denounced by Moſes 
a 2ainlt the Ifraclits: ch ciaule as the 
ſeq cl of them, that chey ſhall tarne into their Y|* 


h:rt:,and by them learne toloke into ther innes, NE 
and returne ynto the Lord, Anſwerable wheruno [" 
Is tis ſay TRIS of 0 ſea, Come let ws retire vatothe NO 
Lore for bee hath ſpoxte 4 vs ,ard he wil! healews, 

Excchrel fmgeth the ſeife ſame ſong when as hee 4 
layth, Calaniitic ſhall come vpon &lamitic wil" 
doethen according to tacir wayes 4 The Prophe: f 
Teremze relleth the liiaclires, that howſocuer at that f 
tim they turned their backes, and not thcir faces, \ 


yer 'n thetime oftrouble they ſhould bee aleered, 
and ſhould ſay ynto God ariſe and help vs. To tis 
ende Daxid thus ph ewn CUT Nis Firir, and pray- 
eh ynto Ro Aa! the e their faces aſhamed O Lord, 
that they may k29” t/ by name. Malt en m que ns 
premunt ad de: 218 fre Comp: £9 2t, faith rhat learned 
Cregs ie : Aﬀli.: tions which GO preile vs CO Come 
pel!\ vs tO retin to God. The 1raclits being vexed 
with a moſt orieuous famine in the time of El, 
were rechimed from their wickednes , and called 
home to God, King 1{:afſ:h \fliRed with mite 
rie and Iron, d2vo.1tic and zexlouſhe ove him- 
{elfe ropraier, 194+ the B.prijf, by cijundering out 
} 


theindgemonts of Gcag agajnti $adquces anc { {101 
ners, vv roveht their conner! 700, Ifthe prodigat 


fonnc had no: becne atilited > but myght by 
fo, AS 


yeoreſſe of The PYOaJaAlt JOnme, ay nn 
ved at libertie & plealure abroad, we ſhould not 
hue heard of his comming home, But it wasaf- 
dition, that was l:is belt infiruction, and wrought 
biscomerſ10n, 

If we ſuruay the cauſes why God affiiReth vs, The cauſes 
weſhall leatne much patience ; troubiesſha!l not for Pome : 
come vnto vs as Iaylcrs ynto priſoners, but we ſhal odors 
? Findure them with a quiet minde : for there is a mas 
fold vie that commeth ofthem, 

Ficlt they ſeruenotablieto curble our proude 
mindes,and totamc ©” 2 wanton luſts of the fleſh, 
| {vbich in our prolpeiui.cis oucrmuch pregnant, ins 
uking and preuayling ouer the motions of the 
ſpicite. 

When as Peter was commended by his Maz:.15 
Mailter Chri!t, for his good confefſion, hee was 
ſo perte and proude of this prayſe , as hee pre- 
lumed afrerwarde moſt ma/apertlie to gainetay 
wn, 
x The ſpouſein the Canticles, being commended cane 
| © op herbridegravine for her ſuſpaſſing beaurie, in 
comelines reicmoling the tents of Kedar,and the 
Curtaincs of S.z/ozzz072, grew thereby ſo augacious, 
aSſhce talked and communed lo tamiharlie with 
him,as one fricad with another, putting forth que= v4 
, | fions,asking him where he ted, and where he did | 
lay at noone, 
Zebeders histwo ſonnes, becauſe they were ſo #4120 
| fappie , asby fleſhlie con!anguinitie to bce al. 
| I Jedro Chrift, they preſentlie were ſo bolde, as 
: | © clayme a prerogatiue and libertic by it , ro 
| chalcnge 
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chalenge the lefr hande, and right hynd] in his kings 
dome, 

WW; ine refore becauſe worldly Fuck and proſpe. 
ritic,co {opt fte vs vp with pride as wee foroctour 
{clucs : it is exceeding good that wefallinto tctpe 
tarions,v hich are nod ſchoolmaiſters totraing ys 

inthe knowledge of our fclues, | 
The maiſter thac bath a ſeruant | 10g ficke, if 
hee ſeerh that wine is hurtfuil tor him, ojucth come il | 
mandement to alay it with water , {hi ch may a. |! 
Þateriie hear, & operation of the wine: ſo God our 
004d mailter,feeing vs his ſcruants t9be very licke I * 
of finnv, and perceiving chatthe wine, of worldlie  ' 
i profperitic 1s poyſonable vntovs, hee (lacketh the If * 
"9 power and hurtull cfi-& of it by mixing the wa © 
4p ter of tribulation with it. | ; 
[| abmilitude ThatGentleman that hath \Hawlke of greatac. © 
l 
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count, willvouchſate the pai1es himſcife in atten- 
Ging and dieting him, hee will coy athd {troke him 
with his o:vne ond and ſmooth his feathers, and 
eikechgrear delight inthe otten looking on him: If © 
but a5 he doth thus, ſohelikewite hopdeth him, & 
f:\} tycth im by Wo tfecte ynto the Pearch. Ifthis ] 
feemerl1 franoe to him that hath no Sil! , & 15 not 
[ acouinted with the reaſon of it , but ſhall 6:8 Nl 
4l\ 1. deinv ind why he rendeth and renderech him fo I © 
much ? Arfiere will be made , becauſe hee fo lo: ll © 
ueth him ; It {urtberithe as ed ,uhythen he ho. i © 
& th, iyethand tettereth him?it will he anſwered, 
I&:it che Hawke which he fo loucth ſhould ſcape 
ang ilictrom him ;{o che Lorde deaketh with his 
| boloudd 
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rdlourdpcople hee feederh and cockereth vs, be- 
eauſe we are his datlinges, and hee greatly Ioueth 
1+ but hee hooderh vs, and bindeth vs therewiths 
all ynro aduerhtie, becauſe wee {hould not depart 
way from him, roawng and {couting after our 
qwne LLertic. 
Thus heedfallie did he tende and looke ynto 
7 Durid,as any [NA Can looke vnto his hawke,proe 
ecuting aud following him with fauour ypon fa- 
your, cailing him troma ſhepheard tothe goucrn= 
mentof a kingdome.purting anew heart intohim, 
od ndewing him wich che ſpirit of prophecie in 
yerie ample meaſure,jn giuing him a famous field - 
zzainſt Goliah,& forenownaing him by the laughs 
terof the Phililtins: as his name grewe moſt glori- 
ous, and hee became theltafic and ſ{ubic of the 
| Ef diic ofthe damſelsof /irael, who playing yppon 
their pipes and muficall inftruments ſung with one 
conſent,and with ſyvect concent, Saul hath ſlaine 
1 bi rhouſand, but Dad bis teune thouſand. Theſe 
things God did for him,becauſe hee ſo loued him, 
; © Butleaft hee ſhould boetooproude by them, the 
; © Lord hooded him, and ac dh tothe pearch, in 
: © firing vp $2 to be his pcriecutor, by whoſe per- 
| 
) 


ſecutions he was ſo inſnared and furelictied, as he 

could not flic away , for the veric ſnares of death 
\ | did overcome him, and the painesof hel ir ſelfe did 
ouertake him. 

loſeph was his fathers onelic birde,God mage 
tim not onlie gracious in the eyes of his father,but 
ao amiable anddelightfullto his miſtrefle : nowe 
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leaſtthis culling him ſhoulde bee a meane as |; 
were to kilt him , asby hurting hisſſoule , and al. 
luring him from God, hee was ſclde from his f1+ 
ther by his brethren into Egypt, and was quite caſt 
out of fauour by his miltreffe, and hy his mailter 

falt bound mthe priſon,as a hawk vntothe pearch, 
The Lord was cuer louing to El:as, and hee 
vicd familiarly totalke with him, as a father with 
his ſonne,or one friend withan othet : now leaſt he 
ſhould be ouermuch conceited with this abundant 
kindnes,and be too fond ypon this fauor, the Lord 
mixcd trouble with proſperitic,and ſent Iezabel to 

perſecute him, 

Ezechiel was mightily inſpired with the ſpirit, |þ , 
and had manic reuclations, bur that theſe ſhould Þ 
not make him dote ypon himſelfe, and to efteeme,, 
too highlic of himſclte , hee heardthis voyce al-, 
wayes ſounding in his care, Sorne of may, thatfor i 
all this fauour and lotie of God, heſhould knowe fc 
himſelfe,that hee is bue man, Parthad aliuelie 
feeling hereof, as hee himſelte acknowledgeth :fory, 
leaſt theabundance of Reuelations ſhoulde extol 
him, the Angell of Sathan was ſent ypto himto 
buffet and humble him, Aﬀiictionstherefore ſerue 
yeric well to tame and keepe ynder our finfull a 
feions, 

Secondlie , God ſendeth affli&ions to his. 
Saints,that notbeing burthened with earthlie pro 
ſperitie, wee might goe = lighter and ſpecs 
dyer vnto God, and tlic asit wete a birde mito 
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It ſo often happeneth ro wayfayring men,that _ ... [ 
eſpying intheir i. a delightful SS hill, * ——— 
they take occaſion toflackerhcir iourney, togoe 
eur ofthe way , to ſir do-vne andreft themſclues 
ywonthat hill, Whercfore to preuent and cut off 

{uchoccations of lirgring and loytring whileft we 
arcinthis life , which 15 as it were our way , hee 
taketh away from vs all vaine ſherves of plea- 
ſures, that not becing miſcarricd with thevanitie 
Þ of ſuch Alowers,which adorne this preene hill, we 
might ſtill goe forwarde, and make more haſte to 
Fl heauen. 
AsGod permitted Pharaohto afflitrhe I{raclits, Exod. 
thatthey might haue a longing of their departure 
from Egypt,and loue the land of Canaan : ſo God 
would haue vs his childrencobe afflited, that wee 
might deſire to depart fr6 the Egyptian bondage 
ofour ſinne,and couctour ſpiritual inheritance, and 
Canaan in the kingdome ofheauen. 
Ifamanthat trauelleth into a farre land, maie 
there obtaine his hearts defire,, and liue as him li- 
eth,he wilnot much defire ro returne to hisown 
Countrie,to liucin aduerſicie, For Lacob was wils 
lts inough to ſoiorne with Laba», ſolong as L.4- 
be: well entreated him:bur when he was vnciuilly 
emeaned, and his face was not towarde him as it 
"beforc, he forthwith reſolued vpon his depar- 
we,and acquainted Rachel! with it. 
Thirdly,Cod exerciſerh his ſeruants with affiQi- 
No terrifie them from ſinne, and cherby to giue 
minowledge ofhis hatred of finne, For albeit 
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the Palfie mans whoſe finnes hee forgaue him, 
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that God remitterth ſome mens {innes without 27, 
fiicti: 19 them for thcir finncs T thetheetesvpen 
thc Ciofe ,yhoſc finre and puniſhment hee remit; 
cd, ſaying : T his day ſrallthy ſonle bee with; mm 
Jo rate ſe: Asthe Publicans wlio vpon hs fubmifle 
ſt:tc for mercie for his ſince without) further iu« oe. 
ment went out of the e temple iuftificd avdreletied, 
aud abſolued of his hnne:and as Perers lewd abiu- 
ration of the faith,and denmiall of his maiſter without 
turther rroccſle of intice, accordigg tothe deſert 
of his enormous {:pne , vpon his tepcntance v ay þ 
diſcharged of 113 {mne, cetied iho orace, and 
xftered againe noel: of A} oltleſhip JA L 
Crimas Perrulego ſ<tisfattiones n&1 lego, fi ), 
Ambroſe 1 reace of Peters tearcs, bur. [ ade 
ofPeters fatisaRion forhis finnes} And finallie af * 


as ſoone as hee ſave him, without 1 inioyning 4+ 
nie other thing ynto bink ; yet commonhic it 
is Gods courſe with affliftions and rebukes to 
puniſh men for finne 3 and therefore for the moſt 
parte , luCgement Gorh begin at the Lords lioule, 
that he viide man and ſinner matic tremble be- 
forc him, 

- Fourthlie,God ſufftrerhvs to vi afflicted here 
tat we may behappy clſewhere tobce crucifiec 
with Chrilt inthis world, to bc olorified with bin 
the world to come.Sothat y y croubles of thisllf 
oround vs inthe hope of anorher life, ofthe genen 
reſureRion and iu{? retribution thatthcrein ſhalk 
gina accordingto our deedes,cither good or eu 
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Itagreeth with Gods wſticero puniſh ſinners, 
:ndio be mercifuil to his ſeruants; noe becaulc 
tis (cruants are hc cre puniſhed , and his cnennes 
| canforted.there mult be an jnuerſion & exchange 
of times,that they may be ſuccourcd, ana the othcr 
tormented , and thi>1is atthe ocnerallday of reck- 
© ning,and attcr our death vpon the departure of thc 
foule out ofthe bodic FWhich immediatly goerh 20) 
heauen.or to hell, at what time is ſulfiiled the fay= 
no of eAvrahamtotherich glutton . Sorne re 
member that thon in thy life time aiadeſt 1ntoy thy 
1 pe: ſere,and Lazarusparne : but now ts he comfor 
ted and thou art tormented, | 

Fifly, God affiitech vs romake vs conformable 
tothe unage of his ſonne, who ſuffred al afflictions. 
[f our good mailter hath ſuffred {uch fourrowes for 
7s euill ſeruants, why ſhould not wee reciprocallic 
endure ſorrowesfor ſo good a mailter? 


off 10g 11s captaine to bee wounded andſlaine in the 
off field before his face, will norſtandeo it & abide the 
ef "ail, andtake fuch partas the captaindothbetore 
+. "im. We haue Chritt his name, and are called Chris 
lians, becauſethat we ſhould line as Chriſt did, If 
ny bridegraame Iſaac commeth out a foote, thou 
mutt imitate Rebecca,& come down tro thy cam- 
mel,& vo a fant with him,Chriſt walked here in al 
auerlicie and contempr, and hatred ofthe world, 
| dwiltthou be mounted on thy ſtately Read,and 
Jl bor to afpirerothe top of al proſperitic,& yer be 
10 * Chriſtian? It cannot {4g be. come down & walke 
&'3 aZ 
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| Heis acowarcly and da{tardly loldior,who ces a fimilitude 
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as Chriſt hath appointed you to walke, and ſuffe 
afflictions as the deare ſons of G 24, as the ſonne of 
God did. 'Thushaue we a manifoldevſe of aftlic. 


tions:God giue vs grace tomakethis yſc ot them, 


Of theprodigall ſon his confeſſion of his ſins, mo 


necefſarie effect of our true repentance, 


| 

| 

] | 

The fifc Chapter, | | 
| | 

| 

| 


FRET He prodigall ſonne hath hitherto bm 
x Aoccupicd about zcalous meditations, 


Sezibut whileſt he muſed, the fire kindled, 
i= and now atthelaft hee ſpeaketh with 


| 

| 

' | 

his tongue, Bethinking himſclſc how he mightps- || | 
| 

[ 

y 


cific his father; hee thinketh it expedient, and not 
withour good iudgement to beginne his ſarisfac- 
tion, with a dutifuli confeſhon , | Gzze glorie to 
God my ſonne,fayth Ioſua vnto Achan,when ashe 
perſwaded him to confeſle his finne, infinuating 
rhercby, that God is greatlie glorified by the cons 
ſeſſ10n of our linnes, | 
Hee that will not confeſſe his finnes before God, 
arcueth preat pride and boldnefle of minde , and 
that he forrowerhor carerh little for them. Iris 3 
requiſite and molt needfull duric,and the ſaints of 
God commonlie dovieit, | 
It was D.zurds chiefe comfort when the hand of 
, God was verie heauic on him, and hee had afierce 
combate with many ſtrong temptations , Fot 
Wwhileſt he dolefully diſplaicth chem vnto vs, rips 
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reoreſſe of the proateall ſonne, 15YT mo 
ping them vp by their ſeuerall circumſtances afte* 
this maner : Ay bones conſumed away through my 
diyly complaining, for thy hand is heaze vpon mee 
day and night, and my moyſture ts like the drought 
in Summer, He rannevnto this as vnto his laſtre- 
fuge, ſayingin this wiſe : Iwl/;nowledge my fine 
unto thee,and mine vnri:hteouſnes haue I rot hid, 
I ſaiaI will confeſſe my ſinnes vuto the Lord,and [6 
tou forgaueſt the wickeanes of my ſenne. 

In many ofhis Odes and heauenly Hymnes,the 
kingly harper harpeth yppon this note: but molt 
wnable, andmelodiouſliein the fiftie cne Pſalme, 
hee trebbleth and quauereth and capereth vpon 
It, Ibnorledgemy finne, nd my ſinne is ener be- 
f ore mee, Agaynſt thee onelie haue | nned and done 
this exill m thy fig ht,that thou mighteſt be mſtified 
inthy ſaying,and cleere when thou art iudged. Be» 
bold, | was ſhapen in wickedneſſe, ard in ſrme hath 
my mother conceyued me, 

Daxeel did the like, and the briefe and forme P49 
of his confeſſion isthis, 7/e haue ſrned, wee haue 
One wickealie, Eſdras and Nehemas made luch ,, [S.9 
confeſſions openlic for the people , And wee are Nehem.1 
taught the like inthat copic of prayer which is ſet 
by Chriſt, whenas we acknowledge our ſfelues Maz:.6 
to dee debters, and doe pray vnto God that hee 
woulce pardon and forgiue ys our treſpaſles. Saint 
Iby commendeththis dutic vnto vs,in the firlt of 
his Canonicall, when as hee ſaycth : If wee confeſe 
tur fnnes he 15 faythfulland inſt te forgiue vs oxr 1,leh lt 


ſmnes. 
L 4 Confcllion 


—_ 


P/al 3 


P/al,51 


752 The ſecond Bookeof the 
V1 cea.16 Confeſsion of finnes was Gods pwn ordinance, 
|'F| inſtituted by him in the old church, and comman. 
K: ded tobe folemnlicobſerned & chebrared btfore 
thefaceofthe church,by the pric(t, ar the teaſt of 
Purification, the prictt laying his Landes vppona 
Goate,an 'publicy ely contcising the linnes ofthe 
people. | 
By this vice mult haue acceſſe Tao God, and 
this iz the doore by waich we muſtenter intotauor 
wittrhim, We muſt not dote vpon our own merits, 
and rightcouſnefie,which is nothine,ifwe will bce 
ſuters and ſpeeders in our {utes but we mult come 
25 poore men with prater,and ſubnybion, 
; imilitude He is a fond fellow, whoſitring o by the way {ide 
to beg the deuotion sofpeople nataing by, {hews 
eth them his golde, and boalteth himſelfe ofhis 
wealth and ſubſtaunce. This 1sn9 the meane ta 
 moue aftections,or totoile on a per to chargea- 
ble contributions, Beggars doe viually ſpeake of 
their wantes, acknowledge their neceſsitics, and 
preſene their woundes and ſwelling loares tothe 
view of paſſengers,to {tir vp compalsion. Itwe wal 
find faucur before the Lorde,and woulde haue his 
cyeiopitticvs, brag weenot of our. demerits , but 
Eno wee our wiſcrics , let vs not bcein the 
tl: fe, but ſh-we we him our nakednefle that hee 
mig! cloath vs ,our weakeneſſe, licknelle, and 
Poric ertie, tnat hee miohtficengtheh, heale, and 
make vs nich, 
har diſeaſe patient whoisinthat caſe, 3s 


wacnhe is ftzeken ina yaine by the Ct:irurgzan, he 
re taineth 


# - 
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reereſſe of the proatzall Jonne. i© 
6 retaineth ill the corrupt and groſic bloud , but 
1. | looſerh that whichis pure and cleane, cannoe but 
t | Gint,and fall vnder his hand, burhee char doth the 
of | contrary recouerech h:mic Ie. and o-taincth health 
2Þ thereby: ſoa finnerthar concealeth and keep th 
ie | inbis finnes,as jr were hisgroſſe blond, and publi- 
ſeth and proclaimerh his good wi ockeliand {utfc- 
rcth them as the purer bloudro ſpin and iſſue from 
him,his health is deſpcrate, and cannot be recouc= 
red:but ofthe orher {ide he that letrech our this in- 
feed ſubſtance,and purgeth himiſeiferhereot in al 
lowlinefle of mindz , by a godhe contectsion ot his 
mildeedes before God his h: auenly Chirurgian, 
and concealeth and keepeth cloſe his inwarde ver= 


tues and good races of God as molt holeſome 


bloud which God hath giuen vnto him, he ſhall do 
2 | very wel;& ſhal be pe cfeatly reſtored to his health, 
and (hall liue for cucr. 
Itisthenature of the wicked, to paint out their 

| | praiſes, andro ſpread abroad their good deedes a- 
* | mong men. So did the Sydonian king Balacke 
| very boldly, when he boalled vnto Balzam of his Num 23 
| zlars which hehad madegasifGod were putblind, 
KB andfaw not wel enough what a teate he had done, 
| Wien asnot only the nature of eucrie worke , har 
| alfoall circumftancesthereunto belonging.are weil 
knowne to him . For when Chriſt was attable at 
the Pharie his houſe he not only obſcrued CAL :rie 
Mardalens attion , but allo roundly rebuked $;- 

1101; by rehearling VP LE ſ>xcialtics of Bir zgalous 
ceuotion, 
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yn" "154 Fhe ſecond Booke of the 
il baulirude Hethat commethto a Phiſitian to be cured and 
| | 

i hiderhfrom him his diſeaſcd parts,& wiilnot make 
him acquainted with his griefes, how can hee haue 
remedy of che at his hands? if we will de eaſed we 
muſt complaine,itwe will haue a ſalue letys ſhewe 
our ſoare, let confeſsion goe before , that remilion 
may follow after. Vaineglorious andfooliſh men, 
who do fetagaddye vpona bad cloath, & make 
| agit were a flouriſh before the field ,dilating their 
jv} deedes,extending and firetching them, asit they 


1 { Goilizude Were parchment skins yponthetentets,they be like 


— -- _ 


1 vnto Hennes, who no ſooner laie an egge, but they 
| | cackle ſolowde as all the houſe may knowir. The 
i ! \ Fmilirude Pchen is a wiſerfoule in her kinde, for ſhee hideth 
1111.89 her egges , becauſe ſhe knoweth that the Pecocke 


ſeeketh them , who will ſucke them if hee findeth 
them. Let ys be ſo wiſe in our gencration, as to hide 
ſuch god things as God ſuffereth vsto bring torth, 
for there is a proude Pecocke, cucn our enemy the 
diuel that ſceketh to deftroythem, | 
Hee that trauaileth by the way, and cari:th 
much money with him , commonlie hath two 
urſes, hee hidethone of them inthe which hee 
| am, moſt, and that hee muſt drawe out yppon e- 
uerie occaſion, hath no more then is needcfull to 
defray expences, whereby he is ſure that if he ligh- 
teth vppon theeues by the way, hte looſeth but 
a little, This care ſhould we have if we would not 
be robbed of ſuch his gaad bleſsinges which out 
god God hath giuen vs, | 


God called Ezrchicl and ſaid ynto him, Sorne 
| F Ny | xl q & 
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reereſſe of the prodigallſonne, Yoy5 
of m.1ngdig now in the wall. And when 1 had digged 
mtbe wall , behalde there was 4 doore . And hee 
ſaide onto ms , goem, and beholde the wicked ab= 
hommations that th:y doe beere . So I wente ing 
and ſawe a-4 beholde there was everie /nilitude 
of creeping thiages , and abhominable beaſtes , and 
allthe [dolles of the houſe of Iſr-.1ell painted 2ppor 
the wallround about . $0,O thou finnetull foule, 
God ſpcaketh vnto thee,breakea doorethorovgh 
the ſtonic wall of thy conſcience , and enter into 
thy heart, ſee and confefſe what filchinefle is there 
hid, thou ſhalt findethere (militudes of creeping 
thinges, and abhominable beaſtes, euen beaſilic 
and vilde affetions, and all kindes 'of finnes de- 
painted in this wal ofthy ſouleand conſcience,coe 
uetonſneſle, pride ,vngodly luſts,8& when thou hat 
named all the {ins thou canſt, yer thou ſhalt cry our 
with the Prophet and ſay, andyet beholde more ab- 
homin.ations then theſe. 

Moſes his hand ſeemed to bee ſound, but when 
he didputit into his boſome,it was full of leproſic: 
ourdeedes which are the effets ofthe hand, ſeeme 
tovsſounde, bur pur wee our handesawhile into 
our boſome, lay we them vpon our harts and con- 
| || ſciences, outalas,how are they polluted witha ſpi= 
ituall leprofie, | | 

Sinners may very wel be ſaid,to bearethe image 
of creeping beaftes, which Ezechieldid ſee tho- 
rough the dore of the wall,according tothat which 
the Apoſtle ſaith in hisletter to the Romans, They 
turned the glory of the incorruptible G od ,to the ſt- Rems | 


militude 
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militude of the imaoe of a corruptible hnan , and of 
birdes wa of foure footed beaſtes , and of cre ping 
things . And this much was honified 11 the ole 
law,ywhercinit wascnacted, that no kind of beaſt 
ſhould bee offered vato God ,Which did not rumi- 

nate and chew the cud, ; 
Itmaybethou wilt ſay,that if thoucouldelt cal! 
thy ſinnes to thy remembrance , chou wouldeli 
willingly confelle them;bdut now beciuſethouhalt 
forgotten themlong (ince,thou thinkR thou canſi 
oe: 0 it, Say not lo, but nas a while anc go 
aparc, and ihut vp thy (cite in a private place, and 
by conteryplation,and ftudious meditation, they 

wil come tothy wibrance, 
Whenthou haſt beenelong abroadin the open 
ayrc,andcommelt intothy chamber, it ſcemcah 
at the fir{t, becauſe the glimmeriog lynne hath da- 
zeled thinecycs;to be very fs ,and darke vn- 
to thee;but afterthou haſt cancidued] a while ther- 
in.all thin £5 appearc cleerc and br; oht enough vn- 
rothee: {ſo when thou venGderelt with thy (elle 
of thy finnes, and conimelt home, hauing bcfore 
bin abroad wading ater thine owl wil,at he firſt 
hghtthou wilt not Laos thy iclfe he ſunne {hine 
of this yaine and tranſitory world, hath ſo dimmed 
and almoſt blinded the cies of thy minde, as thy 
ſins will ſeeme ſtrange and obſcure vhto thee ; but 
doubtles ater thou: haſt pauſcd a white, and miized 
thereupon,thouſhalt have enough come into thy 
memory thou ſhalthauc a ſufficient lubicCt ofcon- 

felsion giuen thee to woike yppon, 

W hereto 
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reorefſe of the prodigall ſonnet. © Ty7 —o—_ 
f | Wherefore putthouthis duty in practiſe, as it 
7 || beco:nmeth a good Chriſtian, forit will matte: exe 
c ff ceedingly tor thy 9 o00d. For thoſe euils which thou 
© batt dooneſhalſbee turned into thy goad,by thy 
* Þ Githfulnefle herein £ Even as 4 Bee from ſoure and al milicade? | 
bitter lowers, draweth and gathereth molt ſweet 
and pleaſant hony: .ſobyrhe rchearſall ofthy ſowre 
| ancsrhou ſhalt hnde Gods heaucnly comfort to 
lweetenthy {oule, 

* Thou taftnot gone further then the Prod oall 
ſonne,for hee went very far, he waſted all kee had 
long before hisreturne ,yet his confeſvion wanted 
not a bleſsing, for hee was receiued and renewed 
20272, and rettored by his father to his former 
kpactlc. Thou maieſt haue the like, if thou 
| wilt doethe like , Repentanceand agodiie con- 
" & {ion of our Godin commeth ncuer 00 late with 

God, 

| As hee that falleth by chance into ariuer vp to ai miliuclf I 
' | the middle, yea vpro the chin, mayfor al thar live? bf 
but if io be his mouth be {topped with water, and 
the water coucreth him ouer the eares and ouer= 
whelmeth him, hee preſentely periſheth and ſin- 
keth like a one : ſo though we be deeply plunged 
n {1nne, yetmay we get out and doe well enough, 

by holding vpour heads,andopening our mourhes 
confeſsing our nnes ? but if the {fkreames run ouer 
vs,and our mouthes be {hut vp, and we bce choa- =! | 
ked with the water, thenmuſt weneedes drowne, | 1 | 
we cannot eſcape deftru ion, Wherefore Dauid | 
faid, I opened my month and didadraw in my ſpirit. 
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$5 onen thouthy mouth wide 16a true acl uely 
f.;:11,and thou thalr be ſaved, thou can't nor puls;. 
blic periſh, for thy ſinnes which thou nowe leſt, 
when as thou confeficft them thoulthait never {6+ 
more, for God ſhall drown them 1nthe bottomof 
the ſea, cuen asthe Iſraelitcs weretolde by God, 
that the Egyptianenemies which hey did [ce now 
they ſhould ſee nomore , for God would drowne 
thei inthe water of thered ſea, 

The diucllcannor doe vs a greater miſchick 


then to (top our mourhes, and therfore he keepeth 


| * 10 open 
i |, Gantirage Y595 Puch as be can f10 opening our mouthesto 


confeſle our ſinnes, Wherein he imitateth the con» 
dicion of the Wolfe, who whenſocuct he fallethyps 
on aſheepe, he fuſt of a!l laicthſ{are hold vppon his 
throat , that ſothereby vnableto bleate , the ſhep. 
heard might notheare his noiſe, and come outzand 
reskew him, | 

Wherefore that thou maicſt eſcape the pawe of 


this Wolfe and the mouth of this bealt , call yppon 
 theheauenly ſhepheard of thy ſoule, that hee may 
reſerue thee, and confeſſe thy finnes ynto him that 
may forgiue them . Itis a common ſpeech,and 
ſaying among men:Confeſle,and be hangd,which 
Is true in our confeſsion of our capitall crimes be- 
fore ciuill magiſtrates, but ic is contrarie with God, 
for if we confcſſe our finnes vnto him Hes faithe 
full and iuſ? to forgiue vs 6:31 ſiunes , and the bloud 
of leſits Chriſt his (rune clenſeth vs from all ſounte 
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The fixt Chapter. 


' Y Thegrod gall ſonne his forme of us confeſſion of his 


ſunnes. 


SE} His prodi all fonne abſolutely reſol- Ofthebe- 


ISM ung with himſclfe to confeſic his ſing, 2<fic ofmes 
Worth. © ; dication, 
hee before prouideth and prepareth 


| I 
”f | 


| himſclte for it. He thinketh it not mect 
rrelumptuouſly to preaſe into his fathers preſence, 
and without mature and ripe deliberation, to ex- 


hibie vp ynto him his needefull ſupplication . Hee 


| _jim vs to knowethat hce intendeth it ſeriouſ- 
e, and therefore he addreſſeth himſclfe ynto it ads 
liſedlie, Therefore he ruminateth, and meditateth 
before of a ſet forme of ſpeech that hee will viter 
after, 
This his courſe is very comendable, and ought , c..:1:.,.4, 14 
diligently to be Dllowed, For what ſteward tha is TEES: \ 
wile will not before he gjue vp his accounts, firſt 
dethinke himſelfe ofthe particular ſummes which 
he hath laide out, and draw a formall bill, or atthe 
leaſt conceiue in his minde what aunſwere hee wil 
make when he commeth to his Lorde touching all 
bis demandes, before he bee cited and ſummoned 
tohis audir, and called ypon by his Lordto giue vp 
lireckoning, 
An aduocate, proQtor, or counſatlor atthe lawe a fimilitud} 
ſtudieth before hee commeth to the bar to pleade þ 
kisclicntes cauſe yppon ſuch caſes aud _ of [ 
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law,as may perfivade his purpoſe, and enivicehi; 
& UC 


{ 117pole there appertaine as maty bookes, and 
2S ure it udy,and asmuch conlcience to bee vet, 
ot! vs in {pirituall exerciſes, that we Ye NOT YNPTOuis of | 

ied before the h-gh God "when we appeare at hz, 
tri>unall, butthar wee before like to good ſtew. | 
ards make our bils perfect, and like good wile 
lawyers con{derot luch matters Whereupon wee 
zr.toſpoa%e.that weemoy ſay with holie Dayid 
Ady heart ts prepared, y heart Ls prepored, [{ will 
fr 7 an4grnepreiſe. 

'Whatloeuer thing is done 27's Ppremeditas 
tion is pre; ,ollerous andablurde Bee nottoo raſh 
in 2ny ti:ing thoudoctt , but aduiſe thee well be- 
fore, and ponder what thou doclt, Theblefled 
virgine when thee was greeted by | he Angell,be- 
forc ſhe anſwered ere ze conlicercd vypponit 2 'the 
text {- KN th at he p09 dered with he rſelfe nhat ind 
ef (rluration it ſhoule [be.This her ation antwereth 
very well cs Canon of the A Apoſtle . Beleens nt V 
enerie ſp; rrit,but triethe ſp:ritshether they bee o 
God or 5:9, When the Sctibes & Phaniies brought y 
to Chriſt the woman that was taken in adulceris ſd 
ang asked his opinion and iudgement of the caſe, 
hee demurcdyppon the matcer, and ſuſpended hs 6 
ſentence. ſtoop; no downe and witll his finger wi h 
ting yppon the erounde : ; teaching | vs thereby ts] |, 
wildome. to {ct a watch before our ations, and iſ c 
fit of all to write them with the finger of diſcreti 0 


en ,betore we doatt{irptthem, Mary Magdalen 
yg 
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repre of the prodteall jonme, — —  — 


who would raſhlic haue couched Chriſt yppon his 
efurreftion was rebuked by him : as wee (hall 
firelie bee who ſhall raſhlie and yopreparedly at- 
tempt he aucnlie matters, Wherefore take we heed 
how wie walke circumſpectlie, not as vnwile, but 
25 wiſe, redeeming the time becaule rhe dang are 
euill, 

As meate of it ſelfe, though it beeneuerſo god, afi miliude| 
requireth his ordinary and tir ſeaſoning , that it 
my bemore holzlome and pleaturab: C tothe (tos 
macke : ſomult cucrie good ation bee ſexſoned 
with his ſalt, ſpr.nkled and powdered with reaſon 
and it do-ment, thatitmay be acceptable and de- 
bohrful 1 vatO God, & See before thou ſpeakelt 
mo God k determine before with the Prodigall 
fonne what thou wilt ſaie vnto him, Bur let v0 EX» 
amine his formal confeſsion,v kich isſhort,but ſubs 
ſtantiall,tul of ſpirit and life, and matters of much 
moment, 

Firlt he only mentioneth his fathers to whom he Ou: fins ar JM 
nill flee ynto, and ynfolde his finnes. Hee will (24 Ciel MR 
ccquainte no friende or neighbour of his father, gnly, 
with his defeCtes 2nd wants: buthce will go tothe 
fountaine at the firſt, to God his onely comforte, 
and helpe of his complaint, And herein hee is the avainſt rh Þ 
wiſer, Forasheis ynwiſe who ſceketh health, and avricular ff 
helpe at his handes, who neitheris endewed with — 
amingtocounſaile him, or furniſhed with megz- \ fog 
cines and meanes to recoucr him! fo are they not 
onely f:xliſh,but of all moſt miſerable, whoin the 
nol digerous ciſcaſes of thcir ſoules, repaire vnto 
M luch 
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—_— = Theſecond Bookeofthe 
| | ſuch dogleeches & paultrie peſants, who haue nei. 
18 ther wit to.counlaile, or grace to comfort the, To 
whatende thercfore is that beggatlie rudimentof 

auricular confelsion ? Our running vnto monkes 

& (acrificing ({hauelings, whiſ; pering in their cares 

and confeſsing our ſinnes tothem ? an idle cere- 

monie , aninuention of mans braine , founded as 


WF} £45.6.c2416- jt is ſuppoſed by Pope Iyrocert the thirde,or as Sy 
[t zomen imagineth,ordained by Biſhops, cſpecialhe 
by y biſhops ot the weſt parts. There isno precept 
1%) and warrant for itin the holy ſcriptures, albeit to 
þ f make them ſcructheir lewde fancies, they diucliſh- 

| lie depraue manie -places of the ſcriptures , But 
wy theſe Balaamites wounde themſclues with their 
Nis. owne Launcers , and wee will cut off the heade 


I of Goliah of Gath as Danid did with his owne 
j | {worde, ; 

[ . A chiefereaſon which they alledge to maketheir 
lh = Ee Mater good, isan ancient lawe prouided by God 
IF): papiſts for for leprous perſons, who are willed dy God tore 
{| auricular ſortynto y prielt, appointed by God to be a judge 
|| confellion gf theirdiſeaſe, They diſpute in this wiſe, Leproſyi 

ih cos z tobeeſhewedyntothe prieſt, andleapersby the 
{4 | ix Argument law wcre to govntothe pricli,8& ſoChriſt COmaNe 
bH Maths dcdthe Leper inthe goſpel - but finne isleaproli, 
{8 and cucrie 1;nner is a ſpirituall Leper : Wherefore 
\\ euericlinne is tobe ſhewed vnto the prieſt , ande- 
uerie inner muſt confeſſe vnto the prieſt, This ate 
giment hangstogether like a ficke mans dreame, 
and concludethnothing , I meruaileby this argis 
juent, why the popilh pricſtes doc not drawe to 
thenaſelue 
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reoreſje of the proatgai forme. Thy om 
hemſelues all contagious and leprous perſons, 
| Þ foce this ourward leprofte muſt bee judgedofby 
Ef theprieft? Ifthey ſtand ſomuchypon it, I could 
; | wiſh, thatall noifome and plaguy perſons mighe 
« || croud yntothem as beggarstoa dole, to ſhew their 
. Þ botches, carbuncles, and biles, thatthey mighe 
s © iudge of them , Bur this leprofie they will ſaie is 
4 © mecrelic allegoricall, it fignifierh the {piriwuall le- 
e © profic of finne : Then we an{were,that the reaſon 
tf sconſtrained, there is no certaine ſenſe and mea= 
0 ning in an allegory, for allegorics may be wreſted, 
- © 2nd wroung toandfro, and be diucrſhe ynder- 
1  Roode . We aunſwere more fullie , that the olde 
ic © Leuiticall pricfthoode is altered, itis wholie trans 
ef ſlated ro Chriſtourhigh prieſt , to whome nowe 
+ Þ aioiie wee muſt contefle our fines. Thatlawe 
was ciuill, and ſcrued for thoſe times,, it is nowe 
ir repealed , and is no more in force, Chriſt willed 
d || the leper to goe vnto the prieſt, according tothe 
| awe , becauſe as yet Moſes his lavwe was in 
force , and cur Sauicur Chriſt came tobee obedis 
entyntoit , ashee himſclte witneſleth, and not to 
dreakeir. 

Another reaſon which caricth ſome countenance ** 
and credit with it , in outwarde appearance, is ay ,,yp, 
formedinthis wiſe, They cameto /ohn the Bap. ' 
ett, and confeſſed their ſinnes , wherefore in the 
x-W ike fort we muſt come yntothe prieſt,and confeſle 
16, Our linnes, 
wh Here we defire more wit ofthem, for their lo- 
pcke failerh them, We yeeld,that the confelsion of 
'* 7. EN M 2 ſinnes 
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fianes isneceſlarie, and itisno maruaile that the 
people did contelic them whe they came to John: 

for 1999 then baprized , and they came vnto his 
bapiilnie, Now baptiſmeisthe Ggnezand token of 
repentance, and conteſsion of fines is a branch 
of this Tree, and a member of 1 repentaunce, 

Burt all this while this 'their repentaunce and 
contclsion of their ſinnes, fatourech not as I can 
ſce their auricular = For they confeſſed 
eheir finnes publikelie, they came not creeping 
vnto Ioh:3 the Baptilt , and tolde him priuatclic 
4 of them in his care , This all the dunſicall Sor- 
| bouiſtes cannot proue , without which we plaine. 
lie ſce,thatthey delude and mock y 5,and do proue 
# nothin o F 
| An other place of Scripture which i is taken YÞ 
from the ninctcene Chapter of the AQtes, and 
the cighteeneverſe, of the Epheſians, who con! 
felled and ſhewed their works hath the lelfe ſame 
2unſwere with the former, and onethorne (top- 
peth well theſe two gappes , their confeſsion 
there , was publique, it was not p OR in the 
prielts earc. 

Andtruly the ſaying of the Apolile Lames ,ac- 
kyowleage your faults one to another , doth them as 
little pleaſure as the former 499086 wap * forthe A- 
poſile ſpeaketh of mutuall offences , berwecne 
neighbourand neighbour, and of mutuall rccon- 
cilemerttobe mad ilebeweene them by their mil- 
tuail acknowledgement of them. The priel! [tans 


deth bound by thetcnour ofthele worces,to ” 
tell 
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eſe his own fins,in the peoples cares, alwell asthe 
people are in the prieſts cares, - 


They dote very much vppon this aphoriſme of 


Salomon & are much cocened init, He that hideth $e ATP. 
his ſins ſhall not proſper : but he that confeſſeth the, 70,206.05 


ord for ſaketh them ſhall hane mer cie, Burthis argu- 
ment isinoft weake, it hath no 1ointes or {1newes 
nit, It wholic reſpeReth the contelsion of our fins 
before almighrie God , and not the contcſsion of 
themtothe word, and lealt ofall the auricular pa- 
pilticall contet>ion, : 

I might heape vp infinite beggerlie and do!tiſh 
reaſons , but the more weltir adunghill, the more 
cftinketh, & therfore I willnot infeR your godlic 
ſences with them , God faith by the mouth of his 
Prophet Eſay. [ am he , and beſides me there 15 none 
that putteth away thine imiquities and thy ſinnes, 
Therefore to whome ſhoulde wee confefle our 
lanes, but onelie to him who can forgiue vs our 
lnnes? 

The prodigall ſon in this his forme of confeſsi- 
on, Hath a verie good Mcthode, and his wordes 


e yerie ſutable, and fall out firlic into his[purs 
poſe, 


Heratherchooſethto call him father , then his why the 


Lord or maiſter,albeithe is both,and all in all ynto prodigal fo 
calleth kia 
father ra- 
ther then 
Lord and 
father,then a ſeruant of his maiſter , The name of a maiſter, 

I 


im, For hereby he hath boldnefie, and accefle ya- 
his preſence, 
A ſonne without offence may aske more of his 


her is aninticing name, irſerterh wide open the 
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eucrlaſting gatesof mercie , for cuery prodigallre. 

pcntant ſonne, at alltimestoenter ih, Wherefore 
Chrilt in his formall praicr,preſcribed vnto vs, ma. 
keth anentrancethereunto withthis title,and pre. 
fixeth inthe forefront, to giue grace to ſuch peciti 
ons preferred atterwardes , the ſweete name of 
Father. { 

Thelewes vauntedand boaſted exceedinglic 
that tney had Abrahamto their father, how ought 
we much more to reioice and be glad, having God 
ro ve our father ? For if weare ſotines, wee are ally 
heires, for thatis Pax/s conclution, Wee can want 
nothing , For our heaztenly father knoweth wheref 
we ſtand in need: and our heauenly father louethys 
as Chriſt himſelfe ſaith. | 

Therefore becauſe this ticle was ſo cncou- 
raging , and fo full life, it was with good rea» 
ſon that this comfortleſſe and almoſt dead pet- 
fon, did take holde of this as the Citic of refuge, 
andhornesof thealtar , by which he might be [4 
co eſcape further yengeance,and the handes of the 
deſiroier, | 

Secondly, this title graced him yerie much and 
did ſetforth his dignitie;He deſcended of greatp» 
xentage,howſocucr now he was abiect & forelomn, 
and being well brought vp, he could nor ſo put oi 
_ allbehaujour, asvtterly to forget whattearmest0 
vic,& of what parents he did come, In the like ms 
ner.it maketh much to our honor and renown, ti: 


we haue God to be our father , for this is y coueni 
and prerogatiue royal of the newe Teſtament - 


reereſſe of the prodjeall ſoune. 1075 
hewil be our father,and we ſhal be his children;we 
cannot haue a greaterbleſsing and happines, then 
zohaue ſuch afather, | 
Thirdly,ic could not be,but that the memory of 3 
hisfacher did pur him in mind ofthe duty of a fon, 
forit ſerueth effeQually tothat end, Ir isa foule dils — 
ace to them ofnoble parentage,to conſort them 4 aulitude 
© clues baſely withnaſty and yild companions. Is it 
| rot intolerable that a kinges ſonne ſhould diſport 
| fimlclte openly in the (treetes , and highwaies 
, 
( 


with cucry ſorded beggar,filthilie,and ſhamefullie 
tonuſſe among ſwine, and to grouel and wallowe 
inthe dirte,and in the myre ? I his was the cons 
dition of this young mans life, of this peereleſſe 
ince of the nighelt deſcent, hauing God, the 
lin of all kingesto be his farher . Andthisis the 
courſe and order of our life , whoare his brethren, 
and haue all of vs one Father, and are made his 
children by adoption and grace thorough faith in 
*'B Chriſt Iefy 4 
e . lf! 
.N Whereforeletthebleſſed memorial of our newe 1,54m16 
bitth,be moſt deer vnto vs, and let the name of our 
1] father bealwaies in our mindes,toteach vs ourdu- 
yl ©cs, that we may walke as deere children, beſee-= 
ming ſuch a father, 

When as God changed the eſtate of Sax!s life, 
hee changed his heart likewiſe, hee was no ſooner 
king but a kingly heart was giucn him.God requi- 
reth newe hearrs ofhisnewe borne children $ fince 
thatnowe we hauc ſucha gracious father, we mul} 


Rot as befoxe continue graceleſle children; Wee 
M 4+ reade 
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read of Aulss Fuluins who cſpying his ſonneinhig 
encmiescampe, woulde hanc{laine him with the 
(wv orc fayingy vn:o hun,thathee had! hor begotten 
him tor Catzlize, bir '£ Country : So God hath 
not b-gotren vs that weſhoule ſeruchhis cnemies, 
Ol: bees 1th and ſwinith tinnes burrhar we ſhould 
be holic euch ashe is hole , and remember our Pa 
renrage 
Dons in tim2s paſt, ſceins Phi ;lip the king 
plea aptly difpo!c:) Jlaiciuiou! ly and | "\ antonly dil 
porcing himſelte vv ich his priloners and Captiues, 
takeninthe warres, vpbraiding them with their 


ſeruike and ſlauith condition, thus efauely and le. 


uerche cenfured his follie . Sichens (laicth hee) 
fortune and oood lucke hath laide vppon thee the 
perſon of Avamennos , that is ofa tiiumphant 
and victorious king , maieſt | thou not bee aſhamed 
ro plaie the T herſfi es, that is the haſcivious and 
wanton companion ? ſo inalmuch , asnor fortune 
and good lucke, but Gods gnod grace toward vs, 
hath £ giuvenvs the dionitie to be the ſonnes of God, 
why live wee in wantonneſle and finnefilll plea- 
ſurc? why do we followe vanity , ahd ſeeke after 
Icaling ? ' God hath choſen to hiniſelte the man 
thatiss oodiic : if fo bee, we beehis lonnes, ſee that 
wee "Uke worthy of ſo great a calling \ and let 
vs alwaies yic withreucrencethe name of our Fae 
ther, 
Inthe procefic of his ſpeech;he commeth to his 
{fnnes, which becauſe hee cannot account in patti- 


culars: heethinkethit beſt, ro reduce them to 4 
grolk 
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| groſſe , andtoagenerali ſumine,ſaying : Thaxe 
(6:24. If he could haue recited them, jt would haue 
 magerolong a diſcourſeto haue made telation of 
| cucriefiatullact.on , committed by himin euerie 
town and place,ivhere ſocuer he be came hince his 
FI firlt departure, but ic had beene impoſſible for him 
, | tohaus remembred chem. For who doth krow (faith P/al,13 
Dazad how often he offendcth 2 He ther: ore laieth 
| them downe tn a lump,by this one word Peccars, 
Ihaue ſinned, comprehending whatlocuer fin hee 
had committed, He makethnoexculſc,vr apologic 
 K for himſelfc,hee exculeth not himſelte, or acculcth 
others ;not his merits but Gods mercie isthe thin 
| heftandeth vpon : for fumply and abſolutely hee 
| faych,thatheisa finner, He accuſcth not Sathan, 
| who tempted himyhisfriends who forfaoke him, or 
| che Planers who brought this euill lucke vatohim, 
| butcondemneth himlclfe: he imicateth N:ſeeslay- 
© ing che whole burthen of che ſ1yne vpon himſelte,” 
| toexculenis Exryalus , whom oil brmperh in 
peaking inthis maner, 
Me me alſum qui feci zn me connertite ferrum 
O Rutul:.mea frans ommis,nihi iſtenec auſits, 
{Vec potuuit, ; 
_ ttis Land nonebut 7, that hauc ſinned. I crie _ 
with Daxid Be mercifull unto mee after thy oreat * 
Nl goonnes. For Thniwledge my wichednes,and my ſrune 
5 alwayes before thee, And1 lay with the poore 
© Publican : Lord be mercifill vnto me a ſinner, So Inka 
© {tvs ſay,and nor ſhift and pur off our tinnes with | 
exculing them, or extenuating them , Or wu Gene i 
cm 


lj a 
I Mac 


_ 


Z 
f 
. 


_ —i70 . The ſetonad Booke of the 
them toothers,as Adam did to Henab, & He) 
to the ſerpent, but take them ypon our iclues, 

He dothnot onclie fimplic confefſe himſclfe 
a ſinner , bur hee aggrauateth and enlargeththe 
orieuoutnes of his finnes, ſaying : Ihawe ſinned a, 
gainſt heazen,and before thee, It was not naure 
but eſpeciall grace which ſuggeſted this vnto him, 
Fleſh and bleod reuealed not this vnco him, but 
his heauenliefather,For ifhe would haue ſpoken as 
a naturall man, hee would hauec ſpoken thus, Fa- 
cher Ihauc finned, bur 1 wiſt not what Idid,I had 
nocuill intentand meaning when] (tinned, where- 
forcit is mecte thou ſhouldzſt forgiue my linne, 
and let mee haue againe the libertie of a ſonne, 
Thus would a carnallmanhaue pleaded for him- 
ſelfe, whereby hee ſhould haue further damnihied 
himſeife, Heetaketh therefore a farre wiſer courle, 
and by zcalous pietic entreatcth tender pittie, 
Let vs doethelike, and acknowledge our ſciues 
no meane and ordinarie offcndors, but deſperate 


delinquentsinthehigheſt degree, ſinners againk 
heauen, 


Firſt, becauſe our fines howſoeuer they ſeeme 
to ys to bee injurious but to men, are deſigned a+ 
gayn{t God, who hath flatlie forbidden them, 
and therefore direQhe are committed agaynli 
heaucn, 

Becauſe our finnes do call to heauen for venge- 
ance,as the blood of Abe/,che {ins ot 'Sodome, the 
wickednesof Niniuch the great citic, & the wrath 
of Godis reuealed from heauen againſt all vnrigh- 


6c oulnes, 


. 


. 
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4 } tcouſnes, Therfore we cannot whenſocuer we fin, 
but {inne againſt heauen. 

c Againe , inaſmuch as ſinneis againſt natures 

© F courſe whichallcreatures yeeld vnto, and which 


keepe their proper motions , and haue thcir na- 
curallinfluences: manſinncth agaynſt them, and 
t JF dooth them much wrong , who vſing their ſer- 
5 F ucebythe prouidence of God,healone beyonde 
* & alisdiſobedient vnto God.Cod made the heaucns 
dF toſeruefor mansbodie, mans bodiefor his foule, 


his ſoule for God, Ifrhe heauens'doe ſerue thee, | 


3 & tothe ende that thou ſhouldef} ſerue the God of 
'* Þ heaven,infinning againſt God thoufſinneſt againſt 


- & heauen.To what ende ſerueththe whole (iruQure a fimilirud 


ofa clocke, ifthe Bell doath not ſound at his due 
howers2 The whole frame of heauen, and worke- 
manſhip ofthe world,are the wheeles of the clock, 
the voice & obedience of man is the Bell that ſouns« 
deth Gods praiſe, who diſordereth & maketh void 
the whole frame ofthis clock, & do it great wrong 
and finne againſt it, when as our Bell (triketh nor, 
and our obedience is wanting, 

Moreouer,by our finne we abuſe his heauenlie 
, pifes,waſt them, and conſume them with this yon. 
ger brother: and therefore it may be fitlic ſaid that 
we linne againſt heauen, 

Adde hereunto moreouer, that we finne againſt 
heauen, becauſe ſinne is done inthe Gght of God 
Kho Awelleth in heauen. 

Laſt ofall , by cſtgcmung more of earthlye 
"Yr pleaſures 
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the heauenseſpeciallie,and elements do obey, who 
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The fecond Booke of the 
pleaſures then of heauenlie delights, by ſetting our 
loue more yponthe world then ypon heauen, wee 
ſinne agaynſt heauen, As he ſinnerh againlt thee 
who vildiie and baſely accounteih of thee, or pre; 
terreth thy fonne or ſeruant before the&;lo hee that 
preterrech childiſh ſeruile royes before heauenlic 
true happineſle and inaketh more reckoning of the 
worlde then of heauen , as the Gergelſies did of 
their [wine before Chriſt,fneth againſt heauen, 
But he ttayeth not here, bur yet proceedeth fur. 
ther co athird degree, the more toenlarge and ex: 
tend his mildeeds,by inferring this clauſe vpon the 
necke of the former , I hawe /ianed before thee.Co- 
ram tem ipſ9 penetrali interiore con ſcien tie,as Ay 
guſtine ſayerth, betore thee the ſtraite Cloſet of 


nw 


my inward conſcience, Ihane done that euill be- } 


fore thee, which /dutrlt not haue done before men, 
Oh father ,] caredbut alitle for thee, /{hould haue 
regarded and reuerenced thy preſence, and that 
ſhouldihaue kept me in awe and obedience, but 
thy Maieſtie had no authoritie and power with 


m-ce. 1liued looſclie, and lewdlic , thou O, father. 


ſeeing it, 

Here isa great exchange inthis man, Whileſthe 
was in his {1nne,he flattered himſclf with this vaine 
concecite,that Goddid not ſec him, that hee ſinned 
not before him: but turning from his finne,he ſeeth 
and perceiueth that his finne was in his fight, A {in- 
ner foliuethasif God hadno eyesto ſee him , or 
eyeliddes to conſider him, but when heſhall return 


£0 a better mind he (hall put offthis fooliſhnes,and 


acknowledge 
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reoreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. 178 
icknowledge with himſelfe chat the Lord doth bes 
. Told him,and char there is no finne that can behid 
From tim . Andit with this man we come tothis 
good thought that Godfeeth our hanes , it will 
reach VS muce Conſcience, and refiraine ys from 
ch deſpcrate and preſumptuous finnes, which ſo 
felie we commir,and mak ys walke more warily, 
Many a ma would not fin as he doth, ifhe thoughe 
that man &1d ſee him, Doe not theeues and forai- 
J catours watch their private places to commit 
| F ther villanies, where they thinke none doe fee 
them 2 Doubtleſle then we would refraine finne, 
ifſo bee this thought were rolling in our mindes, 

that che Lord doth ſce vs. We lay with the carnall p,, ,; 
2nd lecherous Prieſts who aflaulted chaſt Syſan- 

1a. The Orcharde gate isſhut, and noman can 7/al,64 
epic vs, Dazids Nabal! ſaith, The Lord dothnot 
ſee it, & the God of Iacob doth not regard it. But y 
ſpe anſwwereth him,and calleth him a foole, and 
<foundzth his fooliſhnes, O tho# foole,ſhal he that 
made the eye, not ſee ? he that inade the eare ſhall he 
mt heare? hee that created the heart ſhall not hee 
underſtand ? The Lord knoweth the hearts of men 
tobe but vaine . Foras the ſame Prophet ſpea= 
keth in another place, The vngodlie man careth 
ho: for God, ncither is God in all his choughes: he 
ftereth hiumſelfe in his wickedneſle, vntill his ab= 
hominable 1yayes bee found out. God open our 
eyes that wee may ſec our ſelues , and ourhearts, 
at wemay knowe that wee ſtande before God, 
hat wee finne in his fight, who one day will call 
Ys 


77 4 rhe ſecond Booke of the 
vs to account for the ſame, and lay before vs the 
things that we haue done, 


The ſeuerth Chapter, | 


Of theprodigall ſsnne his extreame bunolitie Con/> Wi 
dered in x 4 remainder of his formal co o feſſton and Be 
ofthe commendation andwvertue o fhumulutie 


I He reverence and dui which he re 
FM Colunely determineth t0 render ynto Y: 
- A bus farher when hee commethin his Y; 

BA. Ze. preſence is entire and a dmirable : for } 

be huablech and abaſcth himſelfto the vttermoſ, fl; 
Who is truly penitent and humble j in ſoule if this Y, 
man benot ? He learneth vs our leſſon, anc preſcri' | 
beth to vs all a pattern of a penitent and broken | 
heart, which is acceptable vnto G&d, Iamnot Ft 
(ſaith he)worthy to be called thy lonne, make mceY] 
one ofthy hired ſeruants. On extreame hurmilite, 
c 

t 

l 

( 

] 

| 


yet preat'ic necel. arte, becauſe that ood IS gracious 
vntoſuch,but as for he proud he beholder thema 
farre off. And this the virgine 1fariedoth approue 
by experience finding it, and thercfore ſhe ſaith} 
God reſiteth the proude , and ginerh grace to the 
bumble. Incluatur humilitas hexcutatur (miſcrie 
3 mo Bay- Cordia. Humilitieſtoupeth, and mercic doth ariſe! 
fore, cap'7 Dicit /e fuleres magnum , vt ille eun tudicet dx 
2u1:,the {onne conteſſerh himſelfe vaworthy, that 
his father may account him worthy.) 


ls He approcheth as Daxid hroughthe m—_ 
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Gods mercies towards his holie temple. | 
? - acconneeth himſelfe ynworthie 8, calleda 1,Crirf 
nne, as Pax! did account himfſelfe ynworthie to 
tecalled an Apolile. 

He ſpeaketh asthe Centurion did ſpeake vnto 14,..8 
Chit, Lord 1 am not worthie that thou ſhouldeft 
ater vnder the roofe of my houſe, And as Abra- gg 
km did ctoGod, ſaying Wh.1t is duſt and aſhes that 
1hould ſpeake vntothe Lord? As the mother ofthe 
Batiſt corhe mother of Chriſt ; hence commeth yt, v 
this tome, that the mother of my Lord ſhould come 
mom? ? As Peter did to Chrilt, Depart from me, Luk&S 
for 1.212 4 [inful man, Andias AbigaclvntoDanid, | Honas 
when as D.aid would marric her. Pehold thy ſers © 
uort ſoall. be as a handmaide towaſh the feete of the 
ſrurts of my Lord, Asit hee {ſhould haue ſayd, 
[dare not, and [doc not make ſute vntothee to 
bee as | was before, and tobee taken forthy ſonne, 
Iamvnworthie of ſuch fauour , Ihaue fo diſgra- 
cd my ſelfe, I haue beene ſo diſlike thee that I 
cannot bee thy ſonne , vouchſafe meethat mer- 
ce, that I maie belong vnto thee, that I maie 
haue a roome and {eruice in thy houſe, among 
thecompanie of thy hyred ſeruants . I will not 
dee thy ſonne , but Lorde make mee thy ſet- 
aunt, Forbetter itis for meeto be adoore kee> pgs 
per in thy houſe, then to keepe ſwine abroade. 
One thing therefore doe I defire of thee,cuenthat 
Imaydwel inthy bouſe for cucr.For there the ſwals 
low hath found her aneſtgand the ſparrow a place 


viterein to hide her ſelfe, euenthy alcars © Lord, 
my 
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my king and my God, 

Otthis cxampleletys make a oodlie 1(e, andlet 
vs learne humllitie, it will auaile v$:inuch: as it did 
this man, Enter(lanh Chrilt) intorhe [traite oate! 
which muſt bee by humilitte, For Wecannot paſſe 
through a narrow gate, dut by ow ſpiug Fj M v vito 
it, And better it is to tau to. MUN, TIC!) 211 wich 
to00 little, otherwiſe he may recciu2a Ol 'Cice, and 
be repelled backe. | 

Ou Saujour Chriſt preached ofÞn of humilitie, 
becauſe ic might be better learned of vs Ot w home | 
did he make choiec to be his followers, but humble; 
and baſefiſhermen 2 Whom hee fo peremptoril 
charged with this dutic,as he told them flitlie.that 
vnlefſe they were lowlie and humblc like children,  { 
they ſhoul4 not be ſaued, 

Chriſt by humilitic was exalted to all dignitie; MN t 
When he was borne ina (table, and laide among I 1 
beaſts,he was applauded,and glorified by Angels, x 
When as hee was circumciſed the ejht cay,: AS 2 
finner,he was then named lefts, which fienifictha I v 
Saviour, When he was numbred ainong. the wice MC 
ked, and betiweene two theeuegcrucified, the W 
whole heauen was then obſcured, | and the Guaas t; 
and Moone eclipſed, and hce was by his fatherby 
f ignes and woonders glorified, and by the Cen- 
eurion ſtanding by and ſeeing tnerm 4 publiqueie 
magnhied, 

A lowlie man without pride, is ike an-innocent 
| fimititude Doue without oall, | 
| finulicude A tree thati is plantedin the Iawer round, 1s 
7 . | latgy 


ſhall be greater:the greater becauſe he is like vnto 


revreſſe of the prottgdlcjomme, 
Cer then that which [tandeth higher vpon a loftie 
mountaine : for the windes and tempeltes hane 
more power ouerit He that is the leſſer is the grea- L#6,14 
er(faich Chritt:) The greaterbecaule his rewarde 


Chriſt who is greatelt of all, As aſhes do keep and a imilitude 

releruc fire loour humilitie where>y wee conſt- 141 
der our felues to be bur alnes, keeperh and cheeri- 
ſheth the fire of the ſpirit, 

The deepcr and lower thatthepitis, the hole= 
omer and ſweeter the water of it is : fo the lowlier 
and bumbler thou art , the more delightfull and 
gracious art thou vnto God, 

Thou canfi never looſe by thy godly humilitie, 
brit will extoll chee,and bring thee vnto dignirie. | [i 

Pal who in humilitie confeſſed himſelte robe 7915 jj | 

l 


Wt 
& imilgude j 


he lealt of the Apoſtles, in labours through God | 
who wrought mightilie with him , hee excceded 
ad ſurpaſled all the reſt ofthe Apoſtles. 

The Baptiſt who thought ſo meanlie of himlelf, Mazr.3 
5 hee thought his hande not woorth'e to yntie 
Chriſtes ſhooe , Chriſt vſed that hand to a higher 
oftice, and did put itto his heade, and was bap- 
ted of it, - | 

The Centurion who adiudged himſelfe ynwor- ,,,, g 
hie to receiue Chriſt into his houſe , Chriſt did 
commend him, and did preferre him aboue alltche 
feople of Iſraell , Burt Capernaum that looked z,,,, ix 
proudly,and ſtared vp to heauen the Lord depreſ- 
*d.and thre wit downe to hell. 

Wnen Chriſt was to manifeſt his tranfiguration Marrs 
EE 0 ©  —___ 
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& igulirude 


On Seo #3 - re. ACS. ANN: 
_— "{CCORA BOOKe © t 8 
which mace to his glorie., hee ſhewet it but to 
three : but when he was crucifted whichmade to 
his comempt,hc was feene of ail he would be lifted 
vppe and hanged inthe ayre, thatallthe worlde 
t:ilitiec lim, It 15 not amifle to conceale luch 
things which maic tende vnto our praiſc , and to 
make them knownero fewe ; but itis to good pur. 
poſe to publith our detedtes, and manifelt them 
yo ail, | 
Thou haitnoiuft cauſe and argument of thy 
rride , but thou hatt matter inough to proucke 
thceto be humble Vziae wnae venetis & ernbeſce, 
bi es &f mMeemi!ſce, uo vaars &F contremiſce, 
Looke trom whence thou art and/bec aſhamed, 
where thou art and be grieucd , and whither thou 
(halc and be tcrrified, We ſee ſometimes a man in 
reſp. Ctof his wit. little witer then an Aﬀe, and yet 
be 1crterh and rufleth in his ſilkes, andis adorne! 
with his rings and coftlic iewels, hisoutward bur- 
thenis better then himſelfe;and chisman isproude 
becauſe of his riches, which an Aﬀe might becas 
wellthartis his fumpter Jade, and carrieth vpon his 
backe morcriches then his maiſter. | The proudelt 
vponearth, when hee isburiedinthe carth, is 25 
meane as the vi!deſt here on earth, In Cheſle play 


there are diuers degrees of perſons,!--There is the 
King, the Biſhop ,the knight,& the rooke,and there 
i5 the abieC and paultrie pawne , theſe haue their 
differences and roomes by thermſelues accor- 
ding totheir degrees while : gzme laſterh , but 
Lacy are all one whenthey are putintothe A 

|; cat, 


reareſſe ofthe prodioall ſonne, 

Neath maketh the begger & the _ » alike,all arc 
onewith him when he hath vs in his bagoe, There 
zre cares of corne in the time of ha eſt robe eene aſfimilitude | | | 
mche fielde, that arc higaer then others, but when fl 
me Reapers Cutte thi he downe, they are bounde 
yppe togither, and thea this difference appeareth 
no more betweene them , for they are threſhed 
and beaten out topirher, 4A vSthercfore laying A« 
kde all price, bee humble and meeke as it be« 
commeth Chriftians,and as Chrilt himielfe by his 
owne example macho VS. 


The ci-ht Chapter, 


How God ont of exill things bringeth /orth good, as 
B m1hing the /frme: of the prod:gall je ue the atcas 
Y forot hes hiemble and dertifull confeſſion, 


AF the prodical ſonnc had not beene fo 
A nful, he had not returned to his father 
35R(to forowfull From the cxcclle ct his ins 
< iquitie, did fpring this his dutifull and 
contormable humilicie, This commendcth boththe 
© goodnes and wiſdom of God toys, who can make 
'T our linnes redound to his praiſe, and from a matrer 
ſovilde can extort , and wring out fucha yertue 
from vs. Ts not hee a wiſe workeman, who cannot 
Hl oncly Skiltully graue in golde 2nd fuer , and im- 

© froone the purer ſubſtance, but allo can make vie 
Fl #4 benefite of the drofſe , andcanapplic ic to 
'F goodicruice ? Tris ſo with God , who is this 


N 2 2 cunning 
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cunning crafeseman , who not onelic engraueth 
in ihe hearts ot his Gaines, hisrchned mevall, the 
matkes of his 200d grace : brit alto in prod:gall 
anc pernitious pcrlons » Ich a one as this was, 
for a time the veric excrementes and {cumme of 
all people, can wootke his owne will polli- 
ſhing and bitinzing them to fy excellent an 
eude, 

This tcliowe was fo devoted ahd ſolde vnto 
ſinne,as hee ſeemed whole to be turned into finne, 
andco bee nothing but linne, His filuer became 


To-=-! droſle ( as the Pro het Eſay ſayc th) and yet this 
goldimith made a coltlic veileliot u to ſeruc 1n his 
tabernacle. 

| Put God would not (as faint Anguſth ſaith) ſuffer 
by cugs hs : #7 ſinneto bee,butihat he knowerta how to moke a 
Wt yertue of it, & ro turne it v: to ood: according vnto 


that which the Apollile faith;where ſin doth abcid 
there grace doth juperabound, He can oet himſelf 
honour of Pharao, and all his enemies, and make 

their {innes declare abroad his richrequſnes. 
Letno man therefore def; pa ireof grace, inre- 
ſpe&t ofthe greatnes and continuance of fin, God 
{uffreth ſome to go vericfarre to make them know 
themſclucs, torcote them in vertue, and to ground 
themin repentance,and the betterto reduce them 

ro humtlicie of minde. 

& Gmilitude As hethat pu'leth downe an ads | PTE houſe 
in miſerable 1wne, and buildeth vp a newe jn the 
{ame room, bellies much time about the foun- 
dation,chat that being [tedfalt, the Rructure and 
! hbuildwg 
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reereſſe of the prodigall ſonne 19T 
building that is coupledvnto it may remaine firme 
aid lure ſo God tora timeletrerh alone a inner, & 
ſuftreth him to lic as a coreen wa! vpon the ground: 
ke is long in laying his foundation, that that being 
grounded vpon godly bumilite , he might builde 
theretipon his whole worke of pierie. 

After Da#i4had coucrcd himſelfe with finne,as 2:547-12 
| | -65j Sin caulerh 
twere with a garinent, and had d-xelled init,ad- pe 
ding (inane vnto (inne acer adulceric bringing torth 
murchcr: when he was taxed atthe lengthtor them 
&proceeded ayainlt by Vathanhe was preſentlie 
much humbled, & for euerafrerward more proui= 
dent and aduiſed, Yea he himſelte had a feeling in 
tumlelfe, whata cure and good his fin had wrought 
woa him. For this much hee doubred nortto con» 
feſſe, ſaying: It zs good for mee that thou haſt hum: T/al.119 
bled »e, that ] might learne thy law, 

Perer by his threefold {inne and dcfeRion, was 
ever after berter taught ro curble his preſumption, 
and to weigh his owne ſtrength, and nor fo to 
flouriſh before the ftelde, and triumph before the 
victorie, Wherefore when Chrift asked him af- 
terthe reſurreQion, whether that hee loved him, he 
appealed ro Chriſtes mdgement , replying confi- 
dently, Thou knoweſt that [ lore thee, Hee was bes hnr 


fore fo well warned, as hee was now well armes, To | 
His former wound ſtirred Vp his {pirits,kindied his q | 
zeale,and made him more couragious, e I 


Paul wasa choſen veſlell of Gods grace, and a 1.7m. 
deareſ1int of God , but hee was firſt a perſecutor, 
betorehee was a preacher, a Sax/ chat per{ecured 


3 the 


152 ' The Recond Baoke of The 


and worſ}ipper oithe ono! 'Dazid.Butihe com- 


iz him all humblencs, he had ncuer without doubr 
bcene 10 Cxcectin 
beene {o CxcE ceding {1:4tull, Tei is nat tobe ſpoken 
howe kis furmer finnes did rame him: as betore 
his t1:2nc was asa {worde to woutide hin, ſo it 
{erucd nowe as a medicine forto heale him. As 
1 caueth often inquitic doth briogforthbumſliie: ſoit doth 
 VgHa30T, afterwarde (Hire vs ynto vigilance, | ; Thefiſhwill 
afterwardebec watie of that place}, where {hee 
hath before beene pricked with the hooke , and 
the birds which hauc beene fertcred and entangled 
with the ſnare, and hauc hurt a w ing pr | joynt, wl 
$tetwardes be circuimſpect, and will flic the, 
{o finne,albeit for a time it is hurtfullJyetin tic = 
it is yeric much proficable,as giuing ys warning by 
former miſhaps, here afiermoce cirdumſpeQlic t0 
lookc vnto our [icps. | 
So long as the thorne doth orow within the 
vines, they do choake them and hinder them that 
th y cannot flouriſh,butifyou roote them vp,and 
{ctthcm abourthe vines s,chey {erue a$ aheage, and 
adetencctor the vincs; {o finne ſo long as it "remas 
neri in the minde, and groweth within the ſoule,it 
pricket! h and woundeth the ſou! exceed ingly. but 
beeing digged vp,und ierin the vaildy of our f1 foht 
and remembrance, it ferveth as a wall to gard and 
preſerue ys,that neither the wilde Baa re tharcom- 
meth out of teforreſt , nor the Beage that iſſueri 


the tru? Darid, before hee was a Paul a prof flour 
monreme: 7 OAT of his wonted wick: dnes,bred 


& dutifull , had hee not before. 


cY mn T- os __ © 


' tone coldein rchgion, 


Ay 


regreſſe of theprodigall ſonne, | 
tom the wood ſhall r-teir vp. 

We haue laft of allchis benefice by our former g; 1. 
Fanes,that they make vs afterwarde more zealous ygajrerward 
in Gods ſ:ruice, ard ro ranne with Daxrathe way marercligts 
of his commandements. i berc are none {o hot pro- 965+ 
tellors ot religion, then thoſe who betore have bin 

As a wayfating man thatisIeft behind will © Gulicuge 

make the more halte,and mend his pace when he 

ſecth that Is companie iz tarre aforc him,that heg 

mightnot either wander he knoweth not whither, 

ortrauell ſolitarilic; ſo he that is put backward and 

behind by fin, when ashe tecth jr, he firiueth more 

feruently ro ouerger his telowes,and maketh more 

hate in his tourney towards heauen, 


Thus God (as a ciinning and expert phyſition, 4 limilit ude { 


lectuaries) of 1:1 which is a ranke & moſt deadly 
poiſon, mareth approucd medicins, Man by his fn 
purpofeth only euill but God directeth & rurneth 
ynto gaod. In a milchicuous mind, the confederat Gene/'3 7, 


{edit as Joſeph acknowledged, & the cnd-manife« ; 
ted,thathe was ſent thither for their preſeruation, 

Saul plotted che murther & defiruction of Daxd $5973 . || 
celting of him a hundred foreskins of y Philifins, 
(ior he ſaid my band ſhall not bee vpon him, bur 
lhe hands of the Philiſtins)but though his cies were 
euil,yct was god 992d, & from this platforme of his 
tuine and confulion, he take occaſion to work his 
tewowne,& to make his name famous by his noble 
Victories « | N 4 Iudas 


brethren ſold /oſeph into Egypr, but Got lo diſpos G#350 bt 


ofpoylon:ble conteftions maketh comfortable e- [4 
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1:41; betraicd his Lorde aid mailter, and comp 
mitted a vilde finne with as finful an ihtention : but 
God thereupon brought his good worke to palle, 
and wrought our ſaluation, 


| 
. 


The ninth Chapeer. 


of ihe rod) gall ſonne,h1s execution p l- hrs purpoſe, 
wherein 1s conſtdered the preſent neceſſi 1 of 
r ſpeedre repentance, without our further de- 


ln ajmns it, | 
ZZ-=7] He Prodigall ſonne beeing full ofthe 
Af ſpirit, and wholy conſecrated vnto 
\heaue nly thoughts, hee lingerethnot 
'rharthe ſpirit might cools within inn, 
—_ whileſt it is hot, and the firs breaketh out hee 
followeth the effects and motions of the ſpirit: forit 
isreported in thehiſtory of him the hee aroſe and 
went 211t6 his father, a 
In rag that he aroſe,he "TIT h that he did Þ lif 
liedown before. In thathenowe a vnto himit © 0 
15to be concluded that before hee did ftand (till.or II vr 
eurne his back,and went ; away trom him. Tharitis MY tir 
added ro hes ; farber .itis conſ2q =quent that betore hce Þ th 
y | went vntoa eyrant, 
jemuſt re Trismoſtbehooucfull for vs to do he like.to bee 
|: (ent obegient to the heautly calling, to accept of grace 
in the time of or2ce , to open the Uoorcs of our 
jloules when Chrilt knocketh, that he might e enter 


in,and come and ſvp with ys; we intend a conuer- 
ion 


/ 


regreſſe of the proatgall ſous. © 
fon,and returne yntoGod, bur wee can findeno 
time for it, All our time is too little tor our {elues to 
walt and conſume ypon our pleaſures and our (ins: 
wee dally c:v much with God in delaying our du- 
ties,and poſting off his ſeruice from time to time, 
tillthere be no ume for it: wee mult therefore per- 
forme our vowes which wee promiſe vnto God, a 
timely ſacrifices molt acceptable vnto him, 

It was too late for the fue t.: 111}; Virginesto 
knocke , when as the gate was faſt ſhut againit 
them. And for the rich glutron,to howle and cric 
to Abraham, when hee was in hell in tormentes. 


att 29 
Lozens 


Chritt willeth vs while wee hauc light to walke in 105.12 
the light : for the night will come whercin noman 13 


can worke. Whilelt wee haue time (iaith the hole 


Apoſtle) let vs do good vato all, And it we will en- ,_, - 
quice,and ſeeke after God, Eſay willeth ys to ſeeie Eſcy.54 


him whileſt he may be found, 
The hope ot long life which flatterethman y, 


and ſtajerh their repentance, is erroneous and diue- 
liſh: for itis preſumption and intolcrable yſurpati= 
on, toarrogate to our feluesthat which is proper 
mtoGod;,, which isto diſpoſe and ſet downe the 
times,hauing had our anfwere in this caſe before in 
the perſon of the di{ciples,vnto whome it was ſaid, 
tis not for y-u.to know the ttmes and the ſeaſcns, 
which the father hath kept in his own Power. 

If fo bethou haddelt a charter of thy lite,and that 
thou wert certified how long thon had(tto live:yer 
ſhouldeft thou not pur off thy conuerfion to the 


aft , as if God Wcre not worthie to be ſerued with 
| tne 


Adttes 4 


The ſecond Booke ofthe 
fiitt, Looke howethou ſerueſt him|thou ſhalthe 
ſcrucd of him, 1tchou giueſt him the lees,and bor. 
tome of thy veilell, touſhale drinke of the dregs 
and butcrneſle of his cup , For there to a rp in the 
Lords h«ad,the wine thereof is red 778 Full mixt,as 
for the areg s t1ereof the ungodly ſuckthem wp,laih 
the Prophet Dan, | 

When as /acobs ſannes ſhould the! ſecond time 
bee ſent downcinto Egypt, /acoh whilled themto 
catry withthem the befl PT2:CLItS tOLtNE man:iet ys 
before we delcendintothe grauc, aſtrive vnto the 
Lord whois worthy of all homage,the beſt ſernice 
that we caii,the flower of ourlitc, andthe vigor of 
ourmind, | 

God willedin the law, that the beſt tythes, the 
fatreſt ſacrifices, & the chicelt oblations ſhould be 
giuenvnto him, to hgnifie y the bettofthe man is 
his portion : he wilnotbe dodged with, & fatsfied 
with the work}, with our craked old age, wnenout 
ſences are decaied,and we are fit for nothing, Crr- 
ſed 5 he (faith God by his Prophet Adalachy) who 
offercth unto God the lame and the bliza, 

He is the fondelt fellow that cuer was heard of, 
EY 5aitimude Po failing into a deepe river, and hauing pre- 
13 ſenthelpe oftered him whilelt hee yer ſwimmeth 
yponthe {wordeofthe water, makerh refulall of it, 
and aunſ{wereth that he will not bec helped before 
the next ycare, when as hee isin danger to linke 
preſentlie : ſo what ſhall wee ſaie of them , wio 
plunging themſelues into the deepe pit of imue, 
and by the hande of repentaunce | whilelt they 
arc 


AS | 


' reaveſ/e of the predtgall jomme. T5; 
are recoucrable may bee dragged out, docgiue 
ouer this hokde, and beciag mn peril of pretent 
damnation , doc {1.cke che opportunitic of pre» 
ſent remedie , and ro a ycere, uay I-nowe not 
to howe mane yeeres,thcy doc put ctt this offer, 
and ſlacke this repentance. Arile thou thercfore, 
fit no longer til! : goc thoutorwardout ofhand 
with the Prodig1!l fonac, repayre ynto thy fa« 
ther, and off:r him thy ſervice . Iris notenough 
to purpoſe ic with num , but toperfourme 1 10 
deede with him, Kebeccalad not onely careriags 
of oolde, bur bracelers thereof likewiſe ; our armes 
muſt bee adorned as well as our earcs, forit is 
not {ufhcient to haue earcs to heare, and mouthes 
toſpeake, bur wee mult alſo haue-handes and 
armes to worke wirhall, There bee many wha 
haue Jacobs ſmooth voice , butthey haye Ears 
rough handes , Their mouthesare tar greacer then 
their handes , which is mon(irous in nature , for 
they worde 1t much, but they worke it little, The 
hoge Tree had fairer leaucs but no figges , wee 
aredeceitctull Gibconites,and painted rombes like 


Phariftes, 


If thou conceiueſt in thy minde a repentance, 


and doelt not ariſe and practiſe thisrepentance, 
dut from daic to daic ddaicft it, bce thou ſure 
tiatthou ſhaltnot hauc it when thou wilt, it will 
dee farre from thee , Conſuctudo oft altera natet- 
774; Cuſtomec is a kinde of nature, ( habitres 
avratizs, an obdujate habite , which cannot be 
otlaken, 
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The ſecond Booke of the 
It we accultomeour ſelues til ro fin, and do not 
turne from it when God ſheweth vs|mercie, and 
toucheth our aff:tions with the finger of his 
grace, it will bee verie d.fficulc hexeatter to tfor- 
f fakeit, | 
Ms.Som.17 Dauidcould not endure to haue vpon him Sal: 
f armour , though it wereof proofe,and excceding 
F. i coltly,a ad why?bur only for want of yie, he was 0: 
| ; l __ therwileaccultomed, | 
k cmilizude A broome oncly {weepeth away the duſt, it ta- 
keth not awaie the dric,and hardcned dirt, an iron 
(houell muſt (crape off that $ for time and CON: i- 
nuance hath ſo fa'!enca it to the erdunde, asitis 
barde to get it oft, We cannor preuaile apainf Out 
cult-me ofa , vnlefle God worketh more ef: 
fe ctuallie with his power , and draweth Vs more 
forcivly. 

When as firſt a man cometh to dwell; ina poore 
village, and firſt drinkech of their troubled and 
muddy: water which that file yeeldeth , it ficketh 
at his {tomacke, it much diitempereth him, it diſa- 
orceth meotuilie with his nature, and he wondereth 
how the people of that place can liue with it ; but 
ifthis man abideth and dwelleth ſtillamong them, 
his ffomackeb: 1 'o vied and accuſtomed t co that 
drinke, it will at latt g0e well downe with him ,it 
will Gents {auorieand holeſome enough ynto him. 
Inthe like ſort ſince finne is as noiſome as pudcle 
water, the ftomackeof the ſoulc at the beginning 
cannot away with it, burit muchdiſquicteth it, 


:nfonuch asa lnner is yery hcauy ir it ; but akcer 
M 


þfmiticude 


) 


EE 
regreſſe of the prodigall ſonne. T3839 
I hath beenenufled and traded vpin finne, and hee 
hach drunke iniquirie ;as lob ſaich) as an Aﬀe drin- 
keth watcr, andſ1nne is become as another natnre 
,nco him, he isthen alteredhe is chen pleaſed, and 
delighted with it, 
It thou blowelt well the candle afſoone as it go- a imilituds 
eh out,thou malt lightit againe thereby ; butif 
thou pauſclt,and (taie(t a while cillthe firechatis in 
I the ſnalt goeth out, it cannot bee recouered : ſo if 
all one as the good motions of the ſpirit which doe 
ſhine inthy hart like a bright burning candle ſeem 
to waxe dimme, and to bee extinguiſhed , whileſt 
there is yeta lirtle fire, and ſome ſparkes remaining 14 
thou docſt labour to reduce it and bring itto his | 
light, it my bee well cftcRed : but ler thouit a- 
lone till all the fire bee out, and wllit bee yrtetlic 
deade in thee,and it will beea thing impolsible to 
revue it, 
Thefirſt,and ſecond Rroke which the butcher a fimili 
giveth the oxe , maketh him ro fling,and take on 
exceeding]y : but afrer a while when hee is loaden 
wth blowes , hee is ſo amazed, and ouercome of 
them, as he remaineth ſencelesand palt allfeeling, 
he will not ſir,(trike him never ſo much. The fii(t 
and ſecond blowe which finne giveth vs, toucheth 
our hearts,and affeteth vs grieuouſly , but when 
| I feapes of finnes do ouertake ys, and (mite vs withs 

eurend, onr conſciences then are (eared,as it were 
; & with hoc Irons,our ſoules are benummed,and wee 
I fine withour all ſence, 

Repent wetheretore and returne we, when wee 

may 
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M e ſecond Booke of the 

may vmo our heaucalie Father: put we it not of I: 
from dais to da; e, lcaſt luddainly tne daic ofthe 
Lorde commetn, rw 0 :n our fcc urige wce be de. 
| Anz]? N12, ſtroied, Penitestia GAL ab 177 i 7720 fit, FI eo 1:0 
rpſaingro: fit. Ps aitentia que 4 merionte fit tis Yi 
pneone pſa ws zo7 7zatizr, Ourrepcntange which com. i 

meth +om vs wiiie wee arc veake is yreatlic 
to bee feared will "Hi allo weake , || Re pertaunce | 
Which is deferredil we be about to dic ,tsin great Y! 
daunger IK 2Wiſc to dic , Itis therelore very tearz« I ( 
fullto  onrrſhip the ſcalo''s, and! letgoe opportu« II 
nic oft. red vs ct repentance, Iris hot onely | hard Yr 
tO repent 11 the cnde, inreipecte of want oi vie, Yc 
for commuoniie as a wi 2 liucth ſo hee dicth , but | 
4614 allo it will bce as difticu't vnro him in rc ſpe&t of Bl 
| l fi Gods orace (1 Q D.t Or at tine hou IC of death thy bod; TY ad ( 
4s wekelſt at qindeis weakelt, and the divell is (tro. oclt, God Ft 


| 
4 {.rh- houre 
My ; then doth more forſakethee, and the Diuclis more q 
] vt death, 
| 


: % 
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xcacie totake thee ; for God "_ thus vntovs, [ I © 
M1 Proz.z Called 479 y014'0; 1d z10t come , Twill therefore re« Y " 
101C2 177 your aeſtruitiog : calamity hal C0320 Uppont 
yo, your ſhall call an mee, and Iſhallrefuſe tocome, 
'To the like purpote the {pric 1peaketh cuidentlic 
by bis Prophet Flieremy, Ve hane ered Babilon, 
and yet ſhee is not heal: d, beholde wee will forſake 
hir . God hach good relfon veterlie to forlake vs, 
when as hiscalling can take no plate in vs. God p 
hath no realon to {tay our leifurcg, butitis uſt, Þ *+ 
that as wee rcetulc him whey hee | oftereth him- cl 
{clte tovs.thathee ſhonld doc thelike when wee , 


mult haue necde of him, W cal faicth ſaint Au 
£7 iti £ 


= 


i , 
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reaveſſe of the prodzgalt jonnes”” a gu” 
(whine , Tac animaduerſiove percutitur pec- Ag ſer! 
(tor , Ut 1720710N's obliniſcatur [42 , quit Viuens 0b: Innecenuns, 
ls eff Der . A tinner is worthilie puniſhed 
nh this wdgement at his death to bee torgettull 
ohimiclic,who all his lite was ſo yamindtull of his 
. Cod, 
 F Asatthchoureof death, Gods grace moſt doth x4. 1;yetie | 
TE file vs, ſoar thatexigent the Diue]l moſt preuai- frongeſt ar 
- Y i vich whom he could do nothing in the health the houre 
\ Bf iheirlife , with them hee is mott buſie in the 9f deat 
- Yextremicic of their death . And where hee then 
| Y recviailerh fee gerterh a greatconguelt which he 

cimnot toofe againe , It whilelt thou haſt thy 

heal, thy (trengeh, andthy beſt minde, thouare 


J 
\ lowecake asthou canttnot ouzrcome the ſmalleſt 
| 
| 


temptations ; howe {haltthouthinkeft thou when 

tz0!! arr weake and crooked , and thy fences faile 
: £ 650.004: come firong iilutions? It to be whenthe 
{ E encmie 1s at the weakctl hou catt not fubduc 
«  fim;chere is but ſinai hope that when thou art wea 
4 (kit, 8 he arthetirongeti,y ſhale do oughtagainlt 
© im. Ifinthy vigor and prince age when thou art 
» @ luſtie as an Eagle, thou bceſt but 3 coward: when 
ou laieſt yedred , inuironed, andbefer with ſick- 
; I nefſes & difcaſes, thou wilt not be able tolook him 
onche face. There is 1omau(lajeth the Plalmiſt) Pſa. 
{ 50 in de.nth remensbreih thee, who foal gize thee q 
- tnanks in th: pir? Whertore thou dolt wel, ifas Ec, £6c4.ls || h 
«BY <:f:/tes countelleth thee thou remembreſt th 
+ | Creator inthe daies of thy youth. If whe thou beeſt 
. | #vleto finno more,rhou lurcealeltto tinne;itmay 


be 
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be tr: uly {aide , that{1n doth leauc checyhou leaueſt 

not finne, 

VE Thou doctt like the Mevchaundwho | in a orie. 

4 & limilitude vous Rorme whe there 1>n» otherremedie throws 
eth lis wares and aduontures into the {ea,bur if the 

tompelt ceatcth hee thrower no More in, but la. 

boreth to rccouer as much as hce ca of his tormer 


loſle againe, 


Come home theref::re vnto the Jay thy God, 
and what good motions God purterh i in thy m: nd, 
thoſe with tile Procvigall and lolt 1. znne putt thouin 

raiſe, Iris to too dau gerous 20d thou makeft 
the hard: & aduenture that can bee, in enfling the I 
time, and putting oftthy converljon and r- tine 
oo ynto future and 1. tertirhes, which per. | 
haps thou ſhalcnot ſee, I rcade bur! for oe that was 
ſaued at the laſt yppon hisrepentance, which was * 
one of the theenes crucihed with Chriſt Vnus vt 
nemo deſperet ynusvt nemo preſs mat. There was 7 
p 

þ 

, 
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BI0ke of the 


one thatnoman miohe difpaire : rNere was Bit one 
k amilitude taeno man might preſume. Wheh as a man hath 
2 orcat taske en ined him, and buta little rimeto 
doei it, he is very foreſeeing that thistime bee well 
ipent,a 2nd that nothing oftb "C loft: for otherwiſe 
this worke cannot be done and he gannor haue his 
wages; ourtaseiso!r conuerſion)and returneto : 
God:;our time is this he, which is (hore and yncer. 
taine;our wages isthe ſaluation ol gur ſoules, the 
inheritance and poſſeſzion of the kingd ome of hca- 
nen , God almightie ove vs grace tobe careful of 


our time that Wee maz y ende our g9od worke and 


| "gh 
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reere, 7e 0 F17e DY 00 4 "Jon? 
hoht 2 ood h ohr,and haue our ha ppy wages in the 
gorld without ende, 


A; abtraFt of the prod 'gall ſonne hzs formallcon- 
f: [9% , or a ſraner h:s meditation and humble 


”"z 
#* 


ſute to God for the forgiuenes 0 f his ſrimss, 


A Prayer, 

d, ll - | 
d, (3 My gracious God and moſt mercifull fa- 

ther : 1 thy humble ſervant , viterly unwore 
F7 thy tobe calledthy ſonne,doe bere ſubmit my 
ve Mele i: 2) obedrence wnto thre : ana confeſſe before 
io Ml thee 12 12fonrte and grieuons miſiteeds commutted, 
re tb againſt heanen which 7s thy ſeate,, and earth 
is £y#ic ts thy foorſfoole, O Lord I dre not looke wp 
s into hexuen, [{ have ſo funed ann1nft beauen , by 
't Boring againſt thee that dwelleſt in heaven, and 
I 104%1a7 mare account of this worlde then of hea- 
wr. I dare not lift up micecies wato thee {! kane ſo 
kuned againſt thee ſo as the ſrobt of the: feareth 
me, ad thy feare moſt mightic God ts on euerie 
fide, I ave ackyowleare 2) wichednefſe and my 
june 15 ener before ther, Aoninſ} thee onely hane 
ſnned , and doore this exiilthat thou maicſt bes 
Wrijted in thy ſayings, and cleere when thou art 
« Yitarcd, 1 am hee whome then didde(? vorchſ.ife 
»  f <doption aud. grace to make thi: avne ſoxne, 
 M 9tr b4/t romrifeed and brounht mee uppe , but 1 
FW tare rebelled arainſs thee. The Oxe did knowe 
| 
| 


bis owuer , ad the e Ale his maiſters crib, butl. 
nach 0 thy 
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——_—_ P44 Fryer of the 
thy ſorne aid notknowethee , 1 thy ſeede avd hy. 
ſen did not obeie thee . Wherefore thou "aneſt 
mee ower vato my owne heartes {tes , md d;d. 
deſt {et mee followe mite owne mar matinn t: & 
4 I committed all kiude of filthineſſe , andreceined 
ſuch recompence of my wickedrc/ſe as was note; 
ſo asnow I am a ſtranger ard forremer unto thee, l 
amnot therefore worthie of the ::y:e of a ſenne , () 
let me be numbredamong thy hired” ſernantes . 0 
father kehalde me in the face of thre annointed fir 
one day in thy conrts ts better then a thoyſandwith 
the vnoodlie : [had rather hauc the place of mca- 
zeſt ſernice, aad tobee a doore keeper 177 thine houſe 
then to awell inthe tentes of the varodlie, ard ſit n 
the ſeate of ſmners. Iam he for wheſe ſibe thy on- 
lie begotten ſonne became man , bawed the heanens, 
aud came downe , made himfelfe of no rep:tation, 
but humbled hin:ſelfe enen vato| the death, the 
death of the croſſe . Thox haſt given this ſount 
for mee a moſt vilde ſernaunt, that of a ſeruant 
1 might be made a ſonne,by beeing conformable 
to the image of thy ſonne : but 1 alas bane lined m 
the fleſh hae quenched the ſpirit ,and haue walked 
like an infidel, I hane forgetten God that made met, 
#4 the ſtrong God of my ſalnation; 1 haue beene te 
probate and abhommable,and vntg euery good work 
vnprofitable: whither therefore ſpall 1 fiee for ſuc- 
cour? if 1 looke 2p to heauer, Famwdiſmaied, fot 
Thane ſinned againſt heanen:if | repaire vato thee, 
[ am yet in miſcrie , for [ haue ſmedagainſt thet. 
| dambhee wheme thou didſtprevent with thy liberak 


bleſſmg! 


— 


— 7 CS” 


OY ” - — = 
- = = : ___ 
—— —_ Moro— 4 


| 


: 
: 
——____o_rI__ 


5 *\ - 


—— 


, 


reereſje of the PYoalg au jor:Me. To "— 
bleſnges , xpon whome thou didaeſt veſtowe 4 greas 
portron of thy grace , whome thy tender mercie em- 
braced on encrie fide . Brit 1 hate wantonlic and 
nickedlie waſted them . by lining in my luſtes and 
1 wt 2 thy laves, ty fulfilling the luſtes of the fleſh, 
fl «:d of the minde, by workzag all wickedneſſe and 
7 tha with ogreediveſſe. Thou mnducaſt mee with wiſe 
\ doe aboxe others , i tha greaterknoviedge of thy 
Jl yord then others: 1 was plantedis the houſe of the 
£17, that I 22175: flouriſh m the courtes of my God 
ol b being ingrafted ito tne bodie of the Charch and 
commas of thy ſaintes,andmade partaker of th 'y 
bolie ſacraments. T hou haſt aot done ſo toother na= 
tous neither haue other people had ſuch knowledge 
of thy {:2wes. But oe is me, Thane deſpiſpatheſe thy 
mercies broker thy conoants,diſhallowed thy moſt 
bolie 2:a rewercr:d name. 1 hae ſmned O father not 
meanlie 4s other men, but mightitie aboxe other;ſor 
lhaze ſouned 2 g2nft heazen thy bole place before 
thee the holteſt , and m earth , the place there thy 
neme 15 Called pour] amnot therefore worthie nets 
ther do 1 de (re robe called thy ſon but letme be thy 
ſernant and 0 1.ord [aueth 'y ſernant who putteth his 
Iruſt is thee.O remember not my olds (Fanes which 1 
baue comittea ſince I went from thee but of thy good 
terpreſernesbou han that is appointed to die .. Thy 
great bountie ſhewe4 to hiredſeruaunts remaining 
mthy houſe , purteth mee in hope of the [ihe tobee 
WY ored. onto mee thy Sorne returning tothy houſe, 
Iby ſeruauts bage enough , and I thy {unne O fa 
ther like vnt0 4runnerate centines # ſcarcity: they 
EE. -- ___ * * card 
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eate of the plenteouſneſſe that commeth from thy 
T able, but 1 amconſtrained to beg my bread mn de. 
ſolate places, e And this miſery O father 1 muſt 
needes confeſſe is of my ſelfe , for 1 woulde needs 
depart from thee , the health of my li fe, the lioht 
Of my countenance and my mercifall G od, Where- 


forenow fi Himg by the waters of Babylon \ I can- 


ot but weepe when [remember thee O Sion , But 
turne thou my captinitie as the riders of the ſouth, 
and let mee heare of toie and o/adneſſe, that the 
bones which thous haſt broken may teioice, Though 
I bane finned againſt thee,yet 1 Comes wnto thee, 
and though thy inſtice muſt ſhewe wengeaunce vy- 
01 firme , yet I appeale vntothy metcic in thy acere 
ſane Chriſt for the pardonms of my ſine, I haue 
franed and doone wichealie , yet 1 knowe thy mercie 
zs aboue my ſinmes, One dept!) ſwalloweth vp as 
other, let the depth therefore of thy mercie denoure 
ard ſwallowe vp the deptb of my ſipnes, Thy han: 
z5 not ſo ſhort but thou canſt ſane, nor thy eare 1 
thiche but then canſt heare. Heare mee therefurt 
O King of Heanen nowe I calluppon thee , and bet 
- merctfullunto my fmnes , for they are great, Shew 
ſore roken of kindneſſewhich thoudoeft wſe to ſhen 
ro thoſe who put their truſt in thee'before the ſont! 
of men : Thou diddeſt not repell the Publican,diſ- 
dame the Phariſie, refuſe the Harlot , or excluat 
the thiefe . Peter who denied thee, and Paule wi 
perſecutedthee , vppon their returne were receined 
into grace . Father Ireturne,conſiter my Complaint 
for 1 amerong ht very lowe © deliuer my ſonle out ji 
| from 
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atzall ſonne. 
roubl, o and my li fe from the bloudthirſtie - and 


TD I. tn, a 


T97 


though ] be not worthy tobe thy ſonne, yet make mee 
thy ſernant , ſo 1 thy ſeruznt ſhall retoicein thee , 1 


ball v2e ener g ng of 4 hankes for the operation of 


|| thy hands. Grant this grate oh deere father fax 
= Teſs Chriſt bis ſake thy moſt deere ſon 


and my only bleſſed Saui- 
our, Amen. 


The ende ofthe ſecond Booke ofthe reoreſſe 


of the prodigall Sonne. 


D:ſcouering of he « fork 


welcome home of the Þ rodigal,. Son, 


| 

| 

q 
the honorable entertainment vy hich 
his Father gaue him, 

p 


The firſt Chapeer: - 


KR 


That the meere mercie of God 1; Ihe maine motin® 
of our comming home to God, and the ſole effici ke 
ent cauſe of our whols faluatio plainly i ir: /inuat 
by this circumſtance of this hifforie of the faths 
his ſecins the prodigall foes ; when hee wasyt 

a farre of. 


(ie 
(re 


hee 
kin 


| ome FE — FED - everend andholle Biſhop, 
—_ TT 4} as Saint Anguſtines mother waging” 
| 2 A "I I} exceeding heauineſle for hir ſonne 


bet 
ind 
UP 


perucrſenefic before hee was cor 
ucrted, ſceinghetlirange paſsion 


2 07 A 
and hir 2boundaunt reares which ſhee powr 
out for him, oraucly aunſwered thus : Wis i ” 


| FUIE bl: for thy ſonne Fo periſh 5 for whome ſi 
geaers are ſhed, It cannot bee preſſed howe 


ſorrow 
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welcome home ef the prodigall joun 0 

brrowfull foule in all humilitie throwing downe 

tſelte before his mercie ſeare,, is acceptable vnto 

God , and gracious in his eyes, Ic is not poſsible 

thathec ſhoulde bee ſhut outthat knockerh at his 

doore, or not finde comforte thatis ſorrowtull for 

tis finnes, or that his teares ſhoulde not bee put 

nto the botte}], and G OD ſhouldenot wipe a= 

waie all rearesfrom his eics , Hee that nowe goeth P[al,12.6 

his wate weeping , ad beareth forth good ſeed, 

boubtleſſe ſhall come aramewith ioie , and bring h1s 

brayerwith him, This much holie Scripture a- 

joundantlie doch approoue, but principallie the 

reſident ofthis prodigall perſon , For hee no {c0- 

wer crieth but the Lorde hceareth him, no ſooner 

rturneth but the Lorde meetcth him , naie to 

Mnanifelt his longing after him, he afar off cſpicth 

Flim,and athandembraccth him, 

MM Godthe father thercforc his aboundant mer- 

Mie towardes ys his wicked and rebellious chil. 

Men in chis example is ſer before oureyes. Ir is 

Micre ewofold wiſe propoiided, vnder which rwo 

indes whatſocucr more particularlie may be fur- 

Jctilluſtcared properlie is cotained, The firſt is his 

Mercy towards ys a far off:the fecond is his mercie A; 

Mowardes vs being nighand in preſence with him. Wis 

hthe deſcription of the firft theſe notes as cuidenc 

FY<nonltrations thereofare premiſed and prefixed, 

fs ſeeing him a far off is falling on his necke his 
Uſbrg him, We wil firkt intreat and diſcourſe of the 


With, Hs ſcoing hima far of. 
ne O 4: He 


ſr, 
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meV 200 The third Bookeof the ioifull 
The _ _ Hebrginneth with this firft, becauſe thisis tha 
caule of our Which chietly workethin vs, for his grace andlo 
converſion, Uing countenance mult go beforeyelle how ſhoult 
alimilitude our reyertanceand conuerhion followe after | 
ſinner is hke the Eccho which cahnot {peake fir} 
but muſt anſwwere avoice;God mult cal! bcfore we 
can come; hee mult lpeake fir{t,and then we aun 
ſwere,and ſay with holy Sazzuecl ,Speake Lord 
th y ſernant heareth, We haue nothing of our feluey 
- without y grace of God: For of hs fulnes hanemeal 
a fimilitude.recerned grace for orace , When wee beholdeour 
faceand image in a glafle , the ſhadowe of it mc 
eth as the man mooneth whole image tne ſameig 
thecountenaunce thereof cannot) looke vpwarde 
vnleſſe the man himſe'fe che ſubſtance of that ſha- 
dow looketh vpwardefirſt, Wee are Gods image, 
a5 he mouzth vs,ſo weare mouedzive cannot looke 
vpto heauen of our ſelues,God firlt mult lift ypour 
cies tereunto, | 
Ir is eatie for any man to kil himſelfe,but impoſ 
ſible againeto giue life vnto himlelle : it is caſie for 
a man co kill himſclfe with finne, but it is not in his 
power to quicken himſelfe by repentance of his 
{nne. Hence is it that Chriſt ſaith, No man cometh 
to the father ,unleſſe the father who ſent me draw« 
eth him. And that the church prajeththus, Drawe 
me afi or thee.and we wil run untothe ſauor of thy 
ſreet oritmerts, 

When as Gol commmanded the Prophet Eze- 
cel coraife yp him!21te,androftand vpon hisfeet, 
anmediatly t;ic ſpirit of God did:come vpon _ 

| | ſo 
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lmilitude 


BS Snow 


owelcome home of the proateal ſonne, . 201 
and ſet him vpon his feet; he had never beeneable 
to haue riſen of himielic, it the ipirit had not hel> 

ped him, 

There be certaine birdes of veric ſwift flight, but a limilitud 
therewirhall ſo long winged,asitby chaunce they IÞ 
fall ynco the ground thei: traine {otraileth yppon ? 
the ground,asthey cannot mount vp againe anie 
more and recouer their flight, Itis ſo with vs, who 
ſometimesof aſudden would ſoare verie high,and 
as a birde would flic {wittly vp to heauen ; but our 
wings and feathers ſoſpread the groiid,as whenlo- 
euer we tall downe to it againe, as comimontlic we 
doc bcing earthly minded, weriſe no more vp,yit- 
leſſerhat God hunſeltc ercCeth vs by his ſpirit, 

As Rach:lscattell could not drinke ofthe wa- 
ter ofthe brooke before [acob had rolled away the 
ſtone that couered it; ſo there is a ſtone which lai- 
eth oucr our hearts, which vnlefle God firſt remo- 
ueth,we can not drink of the waters of repentance, 
Forit is God only that mollifieth my heart, and ta- 
keth away this ſtone,as the iult man 7ob ſaith, The 145.23 | 
Prophet admiring the power of god, who wich wa= *h 
ter forced out of a (tonic rocke fatisfie:i his people, al. 
exclaimeth in this wiſe, Which turned y hard rock | 
into a (tanding water, and the flint ftone into a wif 
ſpringing well; may not wee likewiſe admire the [| 
Lords power, and celebrate his praiſe, who of his Y, | 
poodnes {tnketh the ftomie hearts of ſinners , and ; l | 
forceth out of them the water of repttance? There 9/41 1144 
ate ſundrie locks which are ſo made, asthey calily x Gmilird/y! 
may-be locked without keyes; butthey cannot a- - 
gaine 
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eainc be open without keyes, We may locke and 
ſizuc out our ſeluesfrom the kingdome of heauen, 
but Without himthatharhthe keyes'of Daxid, to 
open when no man can ſhutte, and ſhut when ng 
m2ncan op2n,wee cannot openthe doorc of thig 
kingdome , Turne mcO Lord(laith the Propher 
eremic)and 1 ſhall be turned, We of our ſelues doe 
turne from God,and do not turne vnto hitn, vnlcſſe 
God himſclfe doth turne vs. Wee are without God 
as Samſon without eyes,and remaine in the blind. 
neſle and ignorance of our finne, It is God who 0- 
pcneth our eyes and our hearts, delivereth vsfrom 


our {innes our ſpirituall enemies, 


God ſaw theprodigallſonne afarre off, andthis 
immcdiatelic brought him nigh vnto him : as hee 
ſeeth vs ſinners when wee are yet farre from hun, 
and thinke ofany thing rather thenof him, And 
this i5 that which mouechour affeRions, & recon. 
cileth ys again ynto hum, The Sunneis of that for- 
cible nature and power, that it pearceth the veric 
heartof the earch, itenger:dreth gold and diuers. os 
ther mertals in the bowels thereot': ſo the reflexion 
ofthe Sun bearnes of Gods grace ſo radiantlie and 
forciblic workethin mens harts,as ir bringeth forth 
the goldeof fanth out of them, and diuerſc other 
good eficts and motions of the ſpirit. ' Daxidex- 
colling the power of God, who rebuking the red 
ſea,madethe waters efitftand ypon an heape,and 
made y waters of /ordan ſtart afide forthe gow o 
to go through, thus wondrerh at it , ſaying: //94t 
fileth thee O thiu ſea that they fleaſt, & ther - 
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dan that thou wert driven backs ? But I cealing not 
?, F towonder arthis mans turning backe,. Iexpoſtus 
0 F latethe caſerhus: What ayleththee , O thou fin- 
9 F nerthatthou fleeft, and thou runnagate prodigall 
Ss F fonnethatthouturnelt backe ? Wee cannot ſujli. 
| cientlie wonder at Gods grace, who made this 
yncleane wretch the doung of theearth, and the 
Clay ofthe fireeres , purer and brighter then the 
ſtarres and Sunne beforc him, Ohthe deepcneſle 
of che riches, both ofthe wiſedome and knows- 
ledge of God. What is man thathe is ſo mindfull 
of him?or the ſonne of man whom ke ſhould viſit, 
and ſee afarre off ? Forounr conditionis the ſelte 
ſame which this prodigal mans was, For when we 
were all afarreottfrom him, ſtraungers from his __ , 
coucnauntofpromiſe, aliants from the common *"%* 
wealth of Iſrael, when wee were deade in Bok 
fnne ; God whois rich in merciehath quickened ** bo 
vs,by graciouſlic bcholdingys. Hehath choſen 
ys from all cccrnitie to bec his people , and the 
ſheepe of hispalture, but not by our merics, bur 
by his mercies 2 notthar wee choſe him, bu that 
hee choſe vs, and ſaw ysa farre off, when wee did 
not ſre him. 
 Didnotthe Lord fee Abrah wn a faroff, when 

a$he lived among the idolatrous Chaldeans, and 

called him from thence , and made a couenant of 

faluation with him, that he would be his God, and 

the god ofhis ſeed?was not Adam before him ſeen 

afarreoff, whenas heeturning his eyes from him, 

and fleeing from his preſence , God called him 

yato 


Rom1T, 
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"204 Thethird Booke of the toyfull 
vm him, and lifted himyp (being deſperately de. | 
ieted wich the ſhame of fiane which hee newlie 
had commirced) with the promiſe ofhhisgrace by 
the ſeede of the woman , by which this bis ſinne 
ſhould againe be remitred z | 

Was not Dax:d muchexorbitant, and excee- 
ding fartrom God, when as the Prophet Nathas 
was ſent yrto him tocall him home againe , and 
bring lum vnto God? | | 

Did not God behold the Ifraclites afarre off, 
from the habitation of his dwellng, when hee did 
ſce the miſerie of themin captiuitic, ad deliuered 
them out of the hands of their enemies, & brought 
their feete intoa large raame, by planting them in 
the pleaſant promited lande of Canaan 2 What 
ſhould I rippe vp ſuch yarietie of examples,as may 
ſeruechis purpoſe > Thus he beheld 2fathewthe 
cultomer, Zachexs the yſurer, Payltheperſecu- 
ecr,and ys the Gentils when we werezasthe Apo- 
tle ſairh, a far off, being without hope & without 
god iny world,calling vs his people who were not 
his people;and his beloued, who werehot his belo- 
ued. The grace of God therefore ſeeing ys a faroff, 
being in our f12s, draweth vs fro ng callenk vs 
ro aconfeſſion,and repentance ofourfinnes, and 
pardoneth all our ſinnes. Without this there is nos 
thing that we can doe of our ſelues, being notable 
tothinke a good thought, God muſt looſe the 
bondes of thy necke O captiue daughter of Syon. 
Peter denied his maiſter,and weptnor, for God 
did not looke vpon him: he denied him the ſecond 
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ime, and yet C® not weepe; for why;as yet the 
Lord did not looke ypon him; hee denied him the 
thicde time , and hee wept bitterly, but the texr 


welcome home of the prodigall ſonne 205 He 


faich that the Lord did look ypon him,O Lord our Luke ,zz 


God then looke ypon vs, and then wee ſhall with 
ferer weepe bitcerly for our finnes. 


The ſecond Chapter, 


0frhe mercie and compaſſion by this father ſhewed 
vita the prodigall ſormne. | 


2Z& He circumſtance of the father his ſee- 
7 [EZ ing hisſonne whileſt he was afarre off, 
| vogk beeing firſt of allremembred in good 
2-2: ordcr, this inference of his compatiton 
ſhowed him as an expolition of che ſame is imme- 
Gatclie adioyned, For God his [ceing vs is no {u+ 
perficia!l and dare ſight of vs,it confiſteth not in an 
de ſpeculation, out hee ſeeth vsro ſhewe mercic, 
and compaſſion of vs', and to vorke our ſaluation, 
God ſeeth not his leruants as nee doth the wicked 
aitites, A::2295,Caiphas,Pil;zte, and ſuch hike, who 
til remaine obdurate and hardened 1n their ſinnes- 
duthe ſecth them by beltowing his graces vppon 


- 
them,as Peter and Andrew : lames andiobn:Na- 


thanael and CM1tthery , who forthwith left their 7 144.5 


nettes,the ſcare of cuſtoime, and vngodlic trade of 
hnne,making them Apoliles, veſſels and miniſters 
of his great mercie. 


"lt 
There is ycrie great oddes betweene God his Grear diffyy 
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| 2. betweeng 1EciNg v5,and man his ſeeing vs. * Ofrentimes one 
god his ice. Courtieris heard to fay ynto anothgr, Did the | 
17g vs, and Princeto day ſce chee?and eftfooneshe anſwereth : 

aan iis TJ, But what of that? for hee often is never a whit 
ſeeing vs, the betecs for it, for infinite people d d ; 
ne Deen 8 PeOoÞp C 'oc CTOWCeto ' 
leethe Prince,and the Prince cieth many ofthem, Y; 
and yerthereby beneficerhnot any ofthem, But Y; 
it God fceth vs, itis well withvs, itcannotbeein I; 
yain<,but efteCtuall vnto'vs.For the eyes of chelord 
arc the portali doores of pitcie , the windowes atd 
calementsthathanea proſpeR to ſaluation, He 
alwaics bcholdeth vs with the eyes of kindnefſe,as 
eAbraham in Chalaea, Loth in Sodpme , Zachet 
Wl parka, VPontne fegetrec, Petey inthe high/Prieſts haizrhe 
Full Ader.g theefeyponthecrofie,and Pair! when he was Saul 
\| in his :ourney to Damaſcus, | 
Howe happie was this for the prodigall ſonne 
for his tather to ſee him, for immcgiarchiche had 


. 
: 
: 


F ) compaſſion of him : ſoisit withvs, hee hatamer- 
q (Gene/226, cie onvys as ſoone as hee ſeethys. [Thatwe maie 
| | fy with eAgar, T hox Lord loogedſt on me. The 
| iGue whereof was, ithatthe Lorde did heare her 

tribulation, | 


DiaCod atany time looke vpon anie , and 

bed; did not ſhewe him mercie?He looked vpon the I{> 
Ef raclites, and preſentlic hee delivered them from 
2" the Egyptians. He benelde Terey, and the yle 
” which before coucred his tieart when he abiured 
his Maifter , melced at the heate/and fir: of his 

ſpirit, and madea great thawe, ſoas ſtreamesof 
watcr,ans brigih teares ifliued fromubence, Hee 
OG GO 
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ww Mathev as he went by the way gathering yp Marry 
ofmony,and forthwith he beftowed a better office 
ofhizn, and charged him to gather vp {oules vnrg 
lim,He ſawe certaine hſhennen ,and he ordained 14aee 
hem fiſhers of men, Hee ſaw him that was blind tobng 
fom his birth, and his f1ghe wasreftored him, He 
awe mulcitudesfollowing him , 2nd liee opened Marth 
ismouth and raughtthem. H-<e lifred yppe his 
eres and ſawe another multicude following him, 
1nd hee communed with Philp about bread 2nd 
noutfion of victualsfor them, -Hee did look on , : 
he low eſtate of his handmaid , and hereuponhe LG 
nrgin peremptorilie concluderii, that A/l gener» 
tions ſhall call her bleſſed. 
Godseyes are compared to the Dours eyes cant,s 
mon the riuersof water, becauſe they are moſt 
pure, cleane and ſunple, farre from all euil!, and 
ulotall goodnefle. In reſpeR whereof the hov 2tavrz ww 
le Gholt when he deſcended, affumed vnto him- F' 
{lie the forme of a Doue . Dazxrd vniteth and op 
knitteth togicher Gods fight, and Gods mercic, i 
decauſe rowardes his Saints they cannot bee ſuns 
ed, Oh Lordelooke vpon mee, and beemerci- , (ala 4 
ullynto me,for Iam poore andin miſerie . Elſe * 
where hee fingeth in effec the fame dittie , ma« 1 
ling Godsmercic che effect of his ſeeing vs. The Pll,zy I! 
tyes ofche Lord are yponthe iuſt : and whatthcn ? 
lis earesare open yntotheir prayers, Come vnto P/al.33 |} 
me(ſaith the ſame Prophetin gods perſon )and ye l 
(hall be lighted. 0 
It cannotbe but where there is molt light, the a fmilirud!]; 
place | 


Ioha.s 
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place mult hee warmer; .and thetefore in the fi! 
Moone the nights are warmer, becgule the hin ig 
ſtronger: ſolet God behold vs withthe brightnes 
of his countenaunce, andlet the light of his lous M ; 
ſhine in our hearts, and they ſhall bee warmed II 
wich the zeale of the {pirit,and che fice of his mer- iſ 
cie will be kindled within vs, 

Thepreſence of Godsface is admirable,and 
vnſpeakeable,forit rauiſhethour hearts, and ſud- 
devlie changeth them,and draweththem to obe. 
FH Gience, If the Sunne (Foode (till in Gibeon, and the 

| 7-/44.19  Mooneinthe valley of Aialon., and the mightie 
walles of Hicricho came topling to the ground a 
the voyceof God,by his ſeruant Joſzr.z, no maruell 
it 15tnough our finnes come tumbling downe,and 
wereturneto God with the procigali ſonne, when 
God himſcife beholdcth vs afarre oft co this pur II ti 
poſc,and hath compafiion of vs. Forthe yalt canh I fa 
tienblech athi>look,ifhe bur toutherh themoun«W F; 
taines,they do ſmoke, l 
Finallie, as all mercie is preſcht towardes vs, w 
when Gods eyes doe behold ys: ſoall miſeri: and ey 
calamitie doothbefall vs, when his face is turned di 
from vs. | | 

Hcreupon ſaith Dauid, when thou turneſ 
away thy face they are troubled, if thou takeſ} 234 
their breath they die,cy return vntotheir duſt Da 
2:4 once perſwaded himſelſe that his eſtare wasl0 
ſure asit could not bee altered, when hee ſpake 
this wiſe, I ſayd in my proſperitie,] ſhall nener be Mt 
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weltome home of the prodigall onne 209 "F 
ſo/trong : But the euent did pur an other ſong in- ! 
tw his mou. h,and made him torecant,and reucrle 
this proude boaſting ſaying . 791 didſt twrne thy 
face from mee, and I was troubled.\Wheretore praie 
wee the Lorde to beholde vs,that hee woulde by 
no meanes turne awe his face from vs, lealt as 
David fayth, if hee maketh himſelte as though 
hee ſeeth vs nOt, wee bee as they that goe downe 
ato the pitte 2 Lealt all our prayers bee made in 
yaine, and our ſiitesdoe take repulic, hee ſaying 
mtovs as ynto the olde Ifrachtes : When yee 
frall frretch out your handes , 1 will hide mine ©/! 
es from you, and thor1gh yee make 1412 pray- 
| KY wy not heare yorsfor your hundes are full | 
of blood. F 
f Bur the prodigall ſonne his former diſpoſi- Mercy is r | 
© tion conſidered, the preſent compaſſion of the > thewed \þ 
© father had of him is woorthie to bee obſerued, ? *kedPÞ 
© For hee was a man whohe {wallowed vppe ot | 
inne , wiltullie walking after his owne wicked 
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4 
© wayes, there was no feare of Gad before his 8 
1 cycs: Yet the fatherrebukethhim nor in his in- 'F/ 
1} denation, ncicher dooth hee chaſtice himin his Ji 
heauie diſpleaſure : bur hee rather chooſerh to jf 
proſecute him with fauour which hee didnot de- i} | 


JM (erue, then perſecute him with judgement which 
*© was moſt due ynto him, Teaching vs the like mer- 
0 ciethat we would ſhew to ſuch who beſcech our | 

mercie, howeſocuer in 1egarde of their vilde ins | 
-K clinations they bee vnwoorthie of it'. T here is 


2Þ none can beelewder and more infamous then this 
; 3 | P fellow 
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| | h | | ell 
| Marth fonatly ve reſpected. Itisthe exprelle commaun. 


7 


heavenly father is mercitull, Now how he is chari- 


q >.5  pood,and endeth raineon the iuſtand vniuſt, 


| «milieu thereat,whcther good or bad as it ſuccoureth in- 
F nocents, {o it often doth protect robbers . Godis 


drive,they ſhall reſt in ſaferic, Itthou dolt help and 
relicue ynworthic,vith them doubtlefie will reſort 
ynto thee, lome who arc worthic, Abraham confur 
ſedly withoutany Ciftcrence hatboting all (tri vers, 
1 amog them vnawares recciued likewiſe Angels, /t 
WR r.:s is Salomonsaduice, and Paulratificth it, 7H4t if 
WY Kewi2 our enemicaoth hunger, we do feede him, Let vs 
meaſure others by our {elues, andſerys doetoo- 
thers in their wants,which wee would wiſh'might 
be done to vs inthe like neceſhities.,If God ſhoulde 
ſhew his mercic onelieto the good, where ſhould 
the wicked and! finner appeare ? What ſhould be- 
come of ys who are borne in wickednes , and doe 
nothing cl{e but bring foorth vngodlineſſe ? Wee 
will not exhibiie anie kindnes to our neighbor i 
his extremitie, becauſe his life offendeth vs: anc 
yet wee craucdaylic for helpe at Gods handes 
though howrly,diuciſly andgrieuouſly we offende 


— 


fellow vpon whom. ſuch abundant fauour was ex. | 
tended ; to fienifie that howſo cuer the perſons | 
are qualified, yer theirnuſerie by vs muſt compaſ. | 
dement of Chrit that we ſhould be merciful,as our | 


| 

| 

| 

tably diſpoled to the wicked, herein it is cuident,jn | 
wl | that he maketh the ſun to ariſe on theeuil andthe | 


The hauen isarefuge and rclicfe to all thatariue | 


the haucn , to whom wholocuer at any time doe 
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him, With what face canſt chou ſooften beoge; © 
God,and art ſo cruell to a begger at the gate, tha® | 
comes bur ſeldome to thee ? Among the fiue thou- j 
| F ſand who were fed by Chrift with fiue loaues and tract 
» F two fiſhes , there were without doubt ſome euill - iy 
. Y diſpoſed people ; yer Chriſt dooth not ſunder and 14 
1 F diuide them fromthe reſt, bur equalite without qi 
« I ſpe of perfons, relieued them togicher Iris a | 
J pithic ſaying of $. Ambroſe : Miſcricordianon ine Anwreſe, 
e Þ dicat de meritrs, ſedmiſerys, Mercie doth not con- | 
« © f:dcr of mens merits, but of their miſcries, It is the 41 
is & faſhion ofthe worlde, before they beſtowe ypon 
e Þ nic cheiralmes,ro make aſcrutinie,andinquiric of 
4& theirliues, There mult come queſtion ypon que= 
rt} ftion,before a poore begger can haue the ſmalleſt 
1Þ devotion ; This we may well call Scratinium dias 
bolieym:a diucliſh ſcrutinic,For ſoit is in deed whe 
as a needy perſon dothimploreour charity,and we 
weary him with words, but do very flendetly help 
him wich our works. This trick we firſt of al lerned j 
o- © oithe dive], who tepting our ſauiour in his extream 
hc Y pouertie, queſtioned with him as we doe with the 
por, whether he were god:for to the like effect he 
expoltulateth thus, If :hoz: (ſaith he)be the ſorne of Marg 
you caſt thy ſelf aown: making a greatdoubt whe 
:rhe were ſuchamanas were worthie tobe re 
leuedinrhis his extremicy.butofthis matter I ſpare 
further tointreate, becauſe I have particularly dif+ 
courſed at large of it in my booke of almes. | 
This I haue thought good to admoniſh thee 
4 *bythe way, vader the example of the fathers 
15 MS 00 
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clarity ynto his wicked ſonne,that thou maililike. 


to wicked people: That lothou mighteſt imitate 
thy heauenlie tather, and bee peric&tas Chriſt wil. 
leththee,asthy father 1s pertect, | 


Thethird Chapter, 


i he reaaimeſſe of God in forgining fare, and hi; 
ftoxneſje tn puniſhing tt « ſignified by the father 
his TKHHINg oat tomeete his predigall ſome, 


zz: He tath cr c{p-ying his ſonne a farre off, 
L— ri a 
JOTR -\*4contenteth nor himſcltewich the fight 


ah. 
© 


> EX oFhim, or with barelic puttying him,ot 
kirezal weeping for him, and l0 leauing him! 
bur he turther maketh haſte,and runneth out to 
meete him , thatneyther anic other in the way 
mizht hinder him, orotherwiſe the conceit of his 
| farhers ſeucritie vohappilie terrifie hum, _ 
\ fimicade By this and other circumltaunces going be- 
fore , the order that God vſcth in! reccyuing a 
{inner is notablic ſette downe, Hee is like vnto 
a Nurle , who fecing her tender childe vyentu- 
ring to come vnto her, that it ſhoulde not take 
a talli, maketh ſpeede and runneth toit 3 Or 
tnimde like voto a Vulture, or greedie fowle , who firſt 
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ſecing hispray a farre oft, flycth ſwiftly vnto it 
'f (cazcth ypporrit , and afterwardes deuoureth it! 
if lo Go: fult ſecing'a ſinner a farre off, in the vi- 

it! termolt coalt and region of finne y taketh to him 
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he winges of mercie, and flycth ipecdilie like a 
{vittarcowto him : hee Iightcth ypon himculling 
himand kifting him, and attcrward incorporateth 
him,andmaketh him his owne, 

The father woulde not (tay ntl his ſonne 
houlde come vnto him, and with all ſubmillion 
ypont his knees craue remiſſion, yntill hee had vr- 
ved him by many arguments , and pearced his 
eares and heart with his complainres ; it was e- 
novgh with him to mooue him to helpe himto 
know his miſeries,alvcic he came not into his pre- 
ſence to vtter them, 

Asit is ſufficient to mooue a tender Father 
toknowe his ſonnes aduerſitie , that hee is fallen « fimilit ude 
nto a River, where without ſpecdic helpe he mult | 
needes bee drowned , albeit hee grateth not his 
fathers eares with lowde crying vnto him : fo is 
tenough with God that hee knoweth our daun- 
pers,that wee ſiicke faſt in the deepe myre where 
no water 1s , or that the flreames runne ouer our 
ſoules,albeit wee crie not yntill wee waxe hoarſe 4 
'mnto him, and treble and beate often yppon the : 
name of Our Father . TheLorde ſeeth well the 
anguiſh of our mindesy and our groaninges can- | 
not bee hid from him. And therefor hee ſayeth i41 
hus by the Prophet Eſay, Before that they crie, I 
the heare them, 

This father inrunning out to meete his ſonne, = 
teſtifiech his loue which hee bearech to his ſonne, G26 _ ! 
owe readie he was freely to remit whatſocuer fin EE =_ 
is fonne did commit. /t is Gods nature foto doe : 
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 Ithath alwaies becne his cuſtometo bce veric for..! 


| 
ward to ſhewe {auour toa ſinncr, and robce yu 
willing and flow to puniſh him. . | '| 

When as Adam hadbroken the conenant, and I * 
was in the tranſoreſſ1on, it isſaidethat God wal? 
kedin the Garden inthe cole of the day. When 
ashee cameto take vengeance yppon linne , hee 
came not downe riding vponthe heauens, as ypon| 
an horſe , neither did hee come flying vppon the; 
wings of the windes, nay hee came nofaft pace, I 
but walking and creeping as it were a Snayle, 
Tf hee had delited in our confuſion, and didnat Y | 
rather expe our conuerſion , woulde hee not I \ 
ehinke you mende his pace,and make more haſte 
to puniſh ys? | 

Whenas God was purpoſed todeſtroy the firlt 
world, and waſh away the horrible filchineſle of 
ſinne,which polluted the carch, with the waters of 
his rage,before this his iudgement was according- 
tie executed, it wasa hundred yeates before to hig 
preacher Noah publiſhed, T his his exceeding pa 
nes in puniſhing vs: For elſe be needed not to hau? 
warned them art all, or reſpitedthe {olong , but 
might hauc ſoonc ouerwhelmed them, 

When his dome definitiue was denounced a« Þ ** 
—_ Sodom,& herfiſter Gomorrah,& her neigh} ? 

or townes about, he came familiarly to Abraham 
before, 8 offer purpoſe broke the matter ynto him, 
that he might ſtay him by intreating for them, Fot 
zo ſienific ſo mich he ſuffreth duſt and athesto dil 
Pi-te 
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pute with him , and ſo farretocommuneandpre- | 
vaile with him, as ifthere had Deene but ten honeſt 
J perfonsin the place, therelthad beene pre jerued 
1 { 20d faucd forthcir ſakes. What proote more preg- 
7 nantcan we hauethenthis, ofthe teder mercy and 
louing kindnes of che Lord? 
Pharaoh was the rankett rebe!l that I reade of, 
for he ſpared not to fay, 1/ho 25 the Lorde that I py. 
feuld let Tſracl go ? 1 knowe u2t the Lorde , ney= 
Tl ther will I er Iſrael go » Wouldeluch a feliowe 
thinke you haue beene ſpared ? Yertthe Lorde did 
ſpare him,and warned him ſeucntimes before hee 
would deſtroy him. Ohthe exceeding bountie of it 
. & our God towardsyvs. | 
S TheNiniuits were apeſtilent and peruerſe peo- 
1& plc, outofmeaſure fintull, for the autcricoftheir | 
(MI fine had ſent an Eccho vppe to heauen, andthe fl 
{}} Lord had preſentlie decreed their deſtruction; bur 
though the {worde was nowe drawne out of the 
ſheath, tro wound their hairie ſcalpe, yet ſo good a ft 
God was he,ſoſlow to vengeance, and full of mers if 
© cie, astheir repentance mitigated his moode, and [ 
ſhut yp the ſworde of his ancer and ſiudgement a« | 


| 

| 

| 

eaine into the ſcabberd, 0 
| 
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By the Arke of the Teſtimonie wherein the lt 

| law was kept, was the Mercie ſeate placed, to fig- 

| Þ nifie that as ſoone as wee hauc offended the lawe, 

&f there is mercieto bee had : 71th the Lorae there Pſd.tzo | 
5 mercie ({ayth the Prophet Dauid)and with hinz 

| *plenteous redemption. 

| Nowashe is thus ro to anger: ſo The Lord 
4 5 | 
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is hee asforward and pronetomercie, As hee but 
walketh when he puniſhetha finneryfo he runneth | 
when he would ſaue a finner,as he did here to laue | 
a nt0ious and miſerable fhnner, 

Ciiilt meaningto divert into Zacgexs his houſe, 
or rather into his foule; and to make him of an Viu- 
rer and lim ol the divell aſonne of Abraham , and | 
achild of God ,he looketh vp tothe hg tree wher. | 
on Zachee llood,and faith, Zachee, Come downe at 
once.and come quicklie unto me, | 

To lydss Y{cxrioi tie thieke and che traitor, when | 
hee was plott:ng and compalsng his treaſon , the | 
Lord likewiſe laid, Iudus that which thou dreſt ave 
qzu1ic>lie. I::45 istreaſon was the worlds redemps 
cr1on,and therefore he was fo ready, £4 oreedie it 
ſhould be finiſhed, 

Elf* where he likewiſe ſpeakethto > the ſame ef- 
fe laying, I m1ſt bee baptized with a baptiſm, 
2rd howe ar | orterced wntil it be ended ? This 
hee ipake of is palsion the cuppe of our blel- 
[ing . the carnclt and price of our Ecernall {alua- 
tiO1, 

When the holic Ghoſt in the dhe of Penticoſt 
came vppon the Apotltles,it came luddainly in 4 
fourde from heauen, as ofa ruſhing and mighric 

vince: It was inmercizro illuminate and ſandi- 
ficther1, and that was the cauſe it came lpeediiic 
on thei, 

1heProphet Eſaie declaring the ice of Chrilt 
mrccaching the Golpell, [heweth that the ſubic&t 
oft, iis preaching'is,to publiſh C ods readineſle to 
| pardon 
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pardon ſinners and his ynwillingnes to ta ke iudge= 
ment ofchem . And to make proote thereof hee 
compareth them together, and maketh his clemen- 
cic to be far greater, .nd ot longer continance ro= 
wardes vs then his iuſtice . For hee rcltraincth his 
yengeance,and limirerh it to A ds, but hee exten-« 
deth his mercie infinitelic beyonge . giting 2 
continuance of time voeo it, tae ſpace ofa yeeare, 


For thus the ſpirit ſpeaketh ,7 » preach the accepta-  ... 
| a Tas, 
ble yeere of the Lord, and the due of vengeance of 


our God. 

The ſame Prophetin an other place confirmeth 
the ſame doAtrin molt comfortablic vnto vs, when 
nthe pe:ſon of God himlelfe hee faith . A little 
while haue I forſaken thee, bur with great compal- 
fon will I gather thee, fora moment m mine anger 
Ihid my face from thee for alittle ſeaſon;but with 
eucriaſting mercy haueI had compatlsion oa thee, 
laith the Lord thy redeemer, 

The due regard hercof breedeth no admiration, 
butit tendeth exceedinglie to our conſolation: for 
this 1s natural and proper ynto God, to be gracious 
andmercifull: itis a ſtrange worke ro him , as the 


(criptures lay of him to puniſh and ſhewe venge- 


iniſhed apiture, ifſo be he be conſtrained in re- 
pard of ſome faultes w hichhe findethinit , veterlie 
to blot out and deface all his worke, hee is much 
prieucd forit - ſo when God ſceth manie detaulrs, 
and blemiſhes in vs, who are his workmanſhip & 
engraucn image, ypon whome he hath bcflowed 


uch 


l) 
. q ' p [0 
ance. Fuen asa Painter when he hath elaboratelie , Gmilioal | 


: 
| 
$ | 


& ficmilitude 


a 

ſuch excceding coft,as varnithing vs,and adoring | 
vs with liuely colours, which mult bexctormed, for | 
which cauſe he muft marce thatke hat made,ang | 


The third Booke of the ioiful 


begin his worke anew , it cannot butbce grievous 
and troubleſome ynto him, 
| If chou wouldeſt place a ftone of great waight 


ypponthe roofe of thine houſe, thou halt neede of | 


pullics & cablesfor toreare it : but if thou wouldit 
throw it cothe ground, thou needelt doe nothing 
butler it fall from thee, for ir will fallof his accord 
ynto the grounde: for naturallic heauje things doe 


tend downeward ,as thoſethat are light do alcend * 


ypwarde, It is as naturall with God to ſhewe 
mercie toa ſinner, asitisforaſtonethatis heauie 


to fall downewarde , for the Sunneto ſhine , tor | 


the firero burne, or anic other thing to performe 
hisnature. 

Whercfore thou readeſt euerie where in the hi- 
toric of Chriſt of innumerable mcrcies which hee 
ſhewed vnto many, butthou readeſtnot of his pu- 


niſhments inflicted ypon any but only at one time, 


when hee made him a whip, and chaſed out of the 
temple ſuchimpure copeſmates, as had tao abho- 
minably prophaned the tetnple,, Wag there cuer a+ 
ny that intteated his mercy and did not obraine it? 
He healed graciouſly ſalchs his care , his pro- 
feſſed and ſworn enemic,then one ofthe furious & 
bloud chirſty ſouldiours who combined together, 

jncending his deſtruction, 
The murmuring Ifraclites exaſperated the Lord 
excccdingly againſtthem, when as the ſpies reture 
ning 
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ning from Chanaan their tidings diipleaſed them: 
for they ſo mutinouſly muttered again{t God , as 
they were threatned of him , thatthey ſhould nor 
poſſeſſe the inheritance promiſed them, or enter 
into the lande : Yerafter that , when the peo» 
ple were in armes, and prepared ynto battell, in 
the middelt of iudgementthe Lordc could not vr- 
rerlic forget mercie : hee is ſo naturallie diſpoſed 
to bee mercifull ; and therefore both in anger and 
loue hee ſaicth vnto them, Doenot aſcerade vp, for 
I am not with you , leaſt yee fall before your enemies. 
If he had noc been with them, he would nor lo gra» 
ciouſlie and louinglic haue warnedthem, that they 
ſhould not go wi would haue ſuffered them ro 
fall ypon the ſword,and bee a pray vnto their enc= 
mies. Againe,ifſobe he had beene with them, and 
had not been angry with them, he would not haue 

laid ſodireRtly vntothem, I ar #ot with yoru, 

He was with them, and was not with them, He 
was not with them that they ſhould haue the con- 
queſt,8& he was with them that they ſhould notbe 
conquered, Ifthe Lord bethus mercifull when men 
are ſo ſinful, jt isthereby marutett that hee is ſoone 
ſatiſfied, 

The foure beaſts which Ezechicl did ſee in a vis. 
fron had the faces ofa Lion, & alſoof a man inthe 
richt fide 2 to ſignifie ynto vs, y as he looketh like 

 alionypon afinner that cannotrepent, vttcrlie to 
deftroy him, whileſt there isnone to helpe him; ſo 
when a ſinner returneth from his ſinnes , and tur- 


neth ynco him , hehaththe louing and kinde face 
of 
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4 of a man, and intreateth him familiarhe and kudlie Y c« 
25 a man, 

This father could notbe more forks ardein favor Ye: 
towardes this his loft ſonne,then to l6oke out after Yx 
him,and tocalt his eyes about to cf me whorc hee Ys 
might ec him,ana when ne had h1. uppily leenchin Nis 
afar off.tohic out vnto himyto embrace him tofall Yir: 
on hisn<ck,and kiſlc him. Althcle atc good notes Yh 
of 00d nature and aftections : but when they do Yo! 
paiiey,and talke rogether, the zcald is admirable Ycc 
which he expreſiethtowards him, Eor he is fo ſoon Yi 

leaſed, as no ſooner the ſonne beginnerh toilpeak Yb 

butthe bowels of the father are fo preſentlic moo- Jv! 

ucd, as hce {utfereth him nor to vitet all he medi. Y v 

rated, for before he could come tothisclauſe of his Þ of 

jet ſpeech, Aake me one of thy hired ſernanntes, " 
thefatherinterrupteth him , and breaketh off his Ji 

ſpeech, preventing him graciouſlic with his bleſ- Yo 

'h nosof'g 200dnes,and granting infinkly morethcn | al 

he defired. b 

thy God Thefather in great wiſedome vid this great I} 
'- as lo rea- ſpeede , becauſe his ſonneseliate and ncedeſo re- Þf ff 
'© to ſhew quired 1 it. For when asa finner through anouiſh of Yb 


( 
vis finger Ml 
| il m8 {1nne.is in extremity as thus ſinner was , hee hath Þ h 
6 
neede ofpreſent comfortto preuent deſpaire, and I ti 
y 


T 
q 


ready encouragement to allaie therage , andfuric 
of his paſsions, which otherwiſe woulde bee veric It 
mh. dangerous vnto him , For this cauſe Godyvſethno | r 
q delay with ſuch,but imimediatly vpon che forgiue- |} \ 
Io nes of 11nnes, hee giuerh therewithall the riches of Þ| f 
his grace;there 15 no time bctyixt them, but they | t 
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Theremiſ. |;j 
come both togerner, | fion of lin, -» 
Before we can recouer our bodily health aftera and che 
reat ſickneſlc it is a long time : by little and little, gittes of 
and by degrees we leiſercly atcaine it : for the body Sfac5 come 
;not of that moment asrhe ſoule , theretore there together. 
gno tuch vrgent neceſs1nic of the preſent health of 
t:for by lingering and time itmay do wel enough, 
is otherwite with the ſoule which woulde lan- 
puiſh with griete , and conſume away through 
continuance of torrowe , and therefore ir is necel- 
aricir ſhould haue ſpeedicremedie, and therefore 
God giueth it. Our courſcis qui:c contrary,tor we 
I vicallſpced to hauc health of bodie, but we trifle 
waie the time, and put off opportunitie, which is 
ofzred ynto vs for the health of our ſoule, O leſu! 
what poſting is there vnt >the Phiſicion ypon eue- 
tie co:nplaint and grieuance of the bodic? any ſmal 
occaſion driveth vs to him, Ifwe bee but alittle 
abated of our {[cepe , or the edge of our ſtomackes 
dut a linle blunied, wee muſt haue his aduife, and 
we mult :ecciue fome Apothecarie druggesto re= 
ſore the ſame avgaine: Bur who doth complaine of 
lis diſeaſed ſoule,and repaireth to a Preacher and 
heaucnlic Phiſition to remoue his maladie? weare 
therein wholie diſtempercd,and ont of frame , and 
yet we feele not that, Aboundance of euil humors, 
ready to choake and quench the good fpirit re- 
maine within vs, and wee {ceke notto purge them, 
We ſhould bee moued to care more for our ſoules, 
lecing God focareth for them, and not tothink the 
time too ſoone for them, lince that God himlſelte 
in 
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| info greathaite helpeth them, 
1} We mo rg Furthermore this readines of this father to doeys 
Nl chuc ay Pg g2-d,ſhould bea ſpur topricke vs forward, and to 
38 cuill,as in3ke vs as ready to gavd. Put we oppolitly arc as 
f Godis rea- benttocuill, as the Lordis eraciouſly inclined ynto 
| | dytodovs guy 200d, It we imagine any wickcanes,& would 
| $900. {ct forth yngodlineſſe,neither oares, failes,or winds 
h canſeruevs , wee are ſo hot and haſty toeffcRit, 
A.zron had not finiſhed and ended his ſpeech, be. 
fore the liraclites had caſt him their iewels, theis 
bracclets and carerings , and coſtly ornamentesto 
make a golden Calfe. They would not ſo readily 
like calfesas they were, haue beſtoweda peece of Ft 
©ci,as an almestoa poore man the liuing image || p 
ot the euerluing God: butthey efteemed not what h 
they gaue vito a blockith Idoll, toa dead image, I x 
the woike of mans hands which had noneed 0 it, 2 
I would hat this werenort our fine, and the | 4 
names being changed we werenor this people; we þ| 
can beitow waltfully our gold vpon idle and laſci. F |; 
vious pictures, and anticke workes; we can [tatelie I o 
ſet them out vppon tombes, ypon the oates of our || in 
bouſcs,m our gardens , and in eucry corner of out | d 
Qwellin BSz0 tacy want nocolt onthem:but decre | (i 
Cimiſtians their ſellow ſeruants ,the image of God Þ 1, 
for whom Chiilt Icſus died,runne vp and downe, | » 
and doelic at our doores pale and wan thorough || 
hbunger,naked,haborles, and in all extremity,and || 7 
CUT CICs behold them not,much lefic do our hearts 
pitty them, How many be there who ſpare not for 
colt to ſpence among whores, in the damnable 
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leaſures of their ſinnes , which turne to their de- Wi þ 
I fruction: but will bcRtowe nothing to godly ves, 
'n zealous afteions, which may make totheir ſal- 
uation? The Prophet taxing our readinefle to come 
mit finne,faith, We imagine miſchiefe in our beds, 
To which purpole {aith Sa/omer. The feete of the Prout 
mcked run vnto miſchiefe, And Hieremie com- 
plaineth inthe like ſort, Exeric one turned to therr Hierem $.9 || 
race as the horſeruſheth into the battel.Now cons | 
trariwiſe howe [lacke and flowe wee are to ſerue 
God,I neede not to ſhewe , our actions and whole 
courſe of life ſhewethit, As we haueneede ofa bit 
todraw vs backe from finne , ſo wee haue as much 
| F neede of a ſpurto pricke ys to God : for wee are as 
| & heauic and as dull in his ſeruice, as wee arenimble | 
 {zndpliabletothe world. Thisdid not Dawid,when py, 
« I ashe faith thus, [bare ran the way of thy comman- 
* E dmentes +: And Paxle prefcribeth vs an other x.Co.s 
> F courſe, in exhorting vs ſotorun,as we may obtain, 
- Ina worldly race cach onelaboureth to outrun an 
e Fothergtogaine a worldlie _ : letys doe thelike 
t Fin regard ofthe rewarde that isſer before vs,if wee 
t I doe thereafter, that wee may ſay with the Apo- 


c File, [hae fought a good fight, l haue run my race 
df Ibaue kept the faith:from þ 


2 4,713.4 by 
enceforth is laide vp for _—_ i | 


's ſte a crowne of righteouſneſſe, which the 4 $99 | 
h 8 Lord bal nine unto mec,andnot tomeonly,but to al 
d Þ thoſe who lowe his glorious comming, 
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The fourth Chapter, 


Of the other CIV C1003, Faces of the Futhzr his lone, 
hewed to his ſonae by his falling ot his necke, and 
biſſiag him. 


thers kindnes thewed to his lone, 


—d->xHAiclt wee doe confider the Fa- | 
' , A v1 


= 1 _ 
\ Ld 


{NE (1 ANY 'h God is go d to [p-aell and to thoſe 
V \v/f W/E fl; A beof a true hart : yea to thole 
> N. that arc _ b1d hattto,asthis pers 
"Yi was, For albcitrwe haue had gepd proofe of his 
good will by former arguments ; yet there followe 
greater, who do mote euidently declarcandreach 
the ſame, | 

Among others, by theſe circundft ancesand tor 
kens of grace, His fall ing on his necke hickiſſing 
Lins : the heate and fire of his affe&tions brea. eth 
out , and the light thercofſhinerh cleerely as the 
"i e,aiil as the noone Uay vnts ys. And this wil 
m vlainer appeare vnto vs, if wee turne onr eycs 

1 the hab:cc ofthis ſonne;and viewe his preſent 
nerable infelicity, bein? ſich, asif naturall louein 
the father had fot overcome i It, it had breddc in 
him a loathſome deſpite 2nd hatref of him For he 
came nootherwiſe then as a common Rogue vineo 
him.alltome and beogarlie, in filehic and flint: ng 
maner, as he was in vw chen hee was cnkenneled | n 
the ſlies , and couched among { inc Certaine:y 
111 
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and poiſonable as any vnclean carrion:he wasno 
waic fit for humane {ocietie , yet his{ weete Fa- 
ther embraceth him in his armes, culleth and ki{- 
ſerh this vgly monſter with the ſweete kiſſes of his 
mouth, 
Thisis our condition,and the loue of GOD 
I our Father is the ſame towardes vs . For howe 
J vide doe wee appeare inthe fight of God, as wee 
arc of our {clues naked, miſcrable , and to euerie 
IF good worke adhominable ? we hauelyenamong 
F thepots, yea among the ſwine into wich the diue!s 
| F entred, which violently werethrown from afteepe 
ff downplace,and cariedinto the fea: ourgarments 
| F are as menſtruous & polluted clouts, patched and 
| I pieced, which(as Adams apro which he made him 
offig leaucs)cannot hide our nakednes,much leſle 
beaurifie and adorne our bodies : yet our deere fa- 
therſhutteth not his cies at ſich a noiſom and hor- 
ble fight, or oppeth his noſtrils againſt ſuch a 
ranke and outragious ſent: but he claipethvs in his 
armes,arid hiderh vs in his boſome as an arrowe in 
the quiuer,and ſent down his own and only ſonne 
among vs,to walh ysand makevs clean,to take a- 
way ourfilchines,that we might be preſented pure 
and holy vnto him. Uk - 
In kiſsing him he declareth his entire loue vnto 


Gaye our ſpitits , and thereby doe ynfolderhe ſc- 
of 7 ER. crets 


his breath and whatſocuer was of hini wa$ranke 


him,for a kiſſe among men hath alwaies gonecur- ken of lou 
, {| rantfora pledge and pawneof kindnefle, whichis among me 
profefied by it. For becauſc by our mouthes we do | 
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crets of our hearts, and dovtter our thoughts : by Y t 
rhe outward joining together of our mourhes, wee I] « 
doe promiſe an agreement , and coniundhon of 
hearts. | 

| Henceit is that 7o{cph when he opened, and re. | 
ucaled himſelte vnto A brethren, and would poure 
out his louein the greatclt meaſure ypon them ; a- 
mong othernotes and tokens thereof, hee affeQio. 
natly felypon their necks and kifled them. 

Mary Magdalen the finner,w herl ſhee was con- 
verted, to teltific her loue which ſhee did beare to 
Chriſt 'ſhee did caſt downe hir ſelfe at the feere of 
Chriſt, andmoſi humbly kitſed them. 

When [udas the traitour Audied with himfelfe 

what courſe might be the belt to bring Chriſt vnto! 

_ hisdeath:he could notdeuiſea more { ubcil ſhift} 

vnder a kiſſe , a pretence of kindneſle to COuer is 
villan 

© Wikn asthechurchinthe C avid ſueth roher 
ſ»ouſe toſhew his loue vnto hir, ſhe intreateth her 
husband Chiiſt that he would bee ſo fauourable as 
for to kiſſe her with the kiſles of his moutht, that is, 
that hee would manifeſt and declare his affetions, 
by manefeſt and good tokens. The father therefore 
protefterh all loue and good wil vnto his ſon, andas 
a ſeale and confirmatien of it, he bindeth and ſea 
lech itvp with a kiſle,foas now he may fully ſatisf1 
himſeltc, and make no doubt of it, | 

That whichishere typically ſhrowded and ſha 
dowed vnder a parable,is plainly and ſubſtantial! 
in cry Oue of ys vcrified:For thish (go behauiot 

: coward 
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towardes ys hisloft children , whome vpon our re- 
F carne ke generally kiſſerh, | 
'Y Fordothnot he moit manifeſtly (hewe his loue 

towardes vs asif ie ſhould kifle vs, when as his lips 
-F zrc foful of grace,as he thus affeCtionately and gras 
| cioully orcereth vs? As I lie, [will not the death of Exgch,r8 
Þ} «Sinner, but rather that heedoth returne and line, 
FT Thisis to be eſteemed, as tac kindeſt & molt com. 
fortable kiſle, that may be giuen vntoys; of the like 
fort 1s this comfort So God loved the worlde as hee lobn.; 
g.114e h:s only begotten ſon that whoſocuer bel-eneth 
un bimſhould not periſh , but haxe life exerl/?ng, 
And this : T hrs is my beloued ſonneguwhome I am Mant.3 
wellple.rſed here him. Asthe father thus Kiſleth vs, 
ſo doth the ſonne,that we might kifſe him, leaſt he P/*2 
be angry With vs , Who doth not wonderart thete 
gracious wordes which proccede from his mouch 

> 
bour,and are heavy laden and T willeaſs you. To 
the ſame purpoſe ferue the Sacramentsof ychurch, 
which are ſcuerall {weete kiſſes, and as it were 
theearneſt 'peny , to confirme the coucnant that 
God bath made vnto vs. And truly he toineth him= 
lelfe cloſely vnto vs, and [treightly embraceth vs, 
and as it were kifſethvs , when as by bapriſme 
hee doth receiue vs intothe lap ofthe church, in- 
corporateth vs into his hoy congregation, maker 
vsthe mylticall body of his fonne, eſpouſing vs vn= 
to him, and with him inticuling vs voto his bicſſed 
inheritance , purchaſed by his bloudin the king- 
dome of heauen, 
Q 2, The 
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appertaining vnto all? Coe v1t0 me all ye that 1a- Meith.t3 
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Thelike he doth by the myſtical ſupper,by which A , 
we are inſtructed that hee ts the ſame, who kiſleth *] ;/ 
and cheriſhcth ys , as ſuſtaining vs with his blefled 
bodie and bloud,which he gaue and ſhed for vs to 
{aue and preſerue vs both bodics and {Qules vAto + 
ternall lite, | 
Tothcſe may be numbred al! his kinds of bene- i g 
fits, whichare ineſtimable and vnſpeakeable , of i} 
which ther2 is no end, by a!l whiclt he iftabracerh vs Þ 
wiri2 the armes of mercy, and Lidlerh)ys with the 
kifles of b1s mouth, | | 
It is our duty inregard ofthis: ſew loverohim, 
who hath ſo loacd vs, yea who hath loucd vs when 3 
as we loucd nothim, who whileſt we were encmics | 
hath vouchſafcd to die for vs, Let hiskifles there= | 
fore kindle our afcCtions, and drawe ys on to kifle Jt, 
him againe,who is our loue,our dove,our beJoued, wy; 
our bridegroom, our ſavior, But how may we iutily 
be aſhamed of our ſelues, y wee haue forſaken our } hj 
own ſpouſe,& haue comitted hithines with ſtige Yyn 
fleſh?we haue wroughtfclly inIfraci,and have co- J th 
mitted fornication with the baude of Babilon , who A th 
with her craft hath car.{+d vs toyeeld jand with hir co 
Pattering l:ps hath enticed vs?The whore of Rome 
hath bewitched our heartes : and hirpainted face Jh; 
hath rauiſhed ouraffeQions. Buttake weeintime Jcg 
the aduiſe of ſage Sa/omon,and let vs prudently fol- I yi 
lowit, Heare me ow therefore O children, and kar Iii 
ken wvnto thewords of my mouth, Let not thine hart Y q 
decline toher wares wander thou not #n herpaths, Þ| ar 
for ſhe hath cared nggnie to fall down ponnde dent J at 
| | 1 
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1 the ſtrong men are all/laine by her , Hir houſe s 
"| the way vntsthegraue , whichgoeth downe witothe 
11 caambers of death. 


The fift Cnapter. 


: Of the Roiall robe. oiuen by the futher wnts the pro- 
| ga! ſoune when he was in preſence, 


<F&z.E he hitherto diſcuſſed divers main 
\ £&tpoines of rare and ſtrange favour , 
FAYE hewed by the father to hisLonne a far 
1 EAStBaoff, and ſomewhar we haue ſpoken of 
I his geſtures,and aCtions of louc towards him when 
{he drewnigh vnto him:but now far greater remain 
Jtobcintreated of, admirably expreſſed when hee 
J wasinpreſenee with him. 

Now had he fit time ,and iuſtice required it,and 
J tis ſonnes finnes deſerued it, that he ſhould rip vp 
J mo him his defaults paſt,and ca] to hisremEbrance 
J the offences of his youth , to call him ro account of 
A the time miſpent,” and-to- lay open the booke of 
J conſcience before him. 


Some ſcuere fatherifhe had ſucha ſonne, would 


Jaueratled him roundly , and woulde haue either 

conſtrained himſelfe to feeme inexorable, or others 
wic would not haue accepted ofhim,but ypon c6» 

Jitions of amendment of maners, & of an abſolutg 

| obedience afterwards; Butthisfatheris ſo farherlie, 

J and ful of fauor,as he cannot giue himſelfeto-rigor? 


J ind auſterity, bur afſcone ashe {ceth him, his loue is 
Fn: Q 3s ſer 
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ſer on firz and burnerh towards him, fo asthe coley 3 
tha: follow are kindied ar it, tor aflole as he hati | 
him a2 moſt courtcoufly enterainech jym;%& gract # |þ 
oully greeteth him with alllouing kindnes, 1/ 
Hee ſufereth him nor toconclude his (eech, Wn 
though hc knew wel enough that he had not much Fn 
to ſpcake, He ihould haueſpoken on,and faide as © 
hce purpoſed, Make mee one of thy harea ſernants, |þ 
bur the father interrupaeth him by his hatty calling | 1o 
to his {cruants for him ,giuing more then hce him- | 'Þ 
ſelfe would hae requetted,or his mind conceiued, 1 
For iminediatly while the words were in his mouth 6 
he implcicth ali his teruants about him, to advene | e 
and ſet him forth,and provide abanquerforhim, Ys 
He would thus cloath him,co ihe w vs what ac« [Ju 
count he makerth ofhim how highly hee honoreth Jt 
him as his owne darling, thoughthe other woulde Ji: 
haue ſucd robe bur his byrcling, Jh 


His roave He willeth his officers to fetch him the beſt or In 
W2at iT Was, the firſt roabc,and to adorne him wita it.:This fit 


roabe was his fir dignitizywhich Adam loft, 30d Jo 
Chriſt redeemed \ Irnocency and helineſſe; aud the Yb 
grace of God, withihe which he was fuit cloathed, |} ti 
Gb he wascloathedlike ynrorhe fun mn beau- q 
ty and brightnes. J' 

With this roabe was Ar: firlt :ueſted, Sa byJe 
his wiltul departure from his father, he was ftipped J 
of ir: S025 wehis ſonnes who do treadle irt his tteps, I 4 
arc ſubicct to his miſeries,, and may with him bee © 


{ 
i. Ferift is aſhamedofour nakednes. Ji 
i [-ur roabc, os GodinhisChiilt tors hisprotigalicanuer- I © 
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| Ard fonnes hath reſtored vs our tobe : for hee is- 

1 the garment which we mult put on, according to * 

- Athatwhichche Apoſtle Par/r ſaith, Put yee onthe Kow13 
Lora Izfres Chriſt, Hee is the wedding garment - 
, Ynmentioned in the goſpel, without which wee may Mats, 2. 
nor preſſe ynto the heauenly banquet. 

7 His righteouſnes in vs,isthe garment of our elder 

, brother, by which we muſt atraine the bleſsing of 
Jourfarher, as /zcob by putting on the garment of. 
4:24, obtained the bleſsing of his father 1a4ck. 

'J This 15 he vpon whom the kingly harper diuinche' 

1 Adeſcanterh in rhis dainty ditty, O my God, thoy art: 
ei exceeding glorious , thou art cloathed with maieſtie Pſal.tog - $4 
I 4 2n0r.1n him behold the great wonder in hea= s | 
Jun, a woman cloathed with the ſunne , It ſobee Revel1z | 
Jthercfore we doe weare hiscloth , and become his: | 
Jfruants, ifwe put on his merits and obedience,our 't 
Jinnes ſhall be couereq,and our nakednes (hall bee 
r Ito more ſ{eene, 

t J] Whereforebceſtow thouno more labor yponthe | 
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| 

| 

] | , | 
J oiderags which 44m hath lett thee. Sowe yo | 

F longer paulcry fig leaues, and rotten pieces toge- | | 
, ther, forthy paines will be loſt, and ir will not ac» 
- I quite thecoſt, which thou beſtowelt on them, Ir 
J happeneth ſometime that apoore creature hath a a imtlicude/ |} 
Jearment foolde, and ſpent with wearing,as it it * 


Sm 


J take arent,itcannotbeticched vp, forthe threads | 
,] doebreake aſunder, they are fo rotten and'decai- 
ff <d with vie , as they arc not firme enough to 
{ fuktaine a newe thread or tobcare' a needle : fo | 
-J 2urrobe of rebellion which wee doe carrie 
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about vs, hath beene worne ſo bare by our ancien? 
and long continuance in ſinne,as there is no repai- f 

- fingit, bur wee muſt leaue it as beggars doe their | 
rags, and calt it vponthetedge, and wee muſt 
put on anew garment cuen Telus Chrilt Our wiſ- | 

ii Gor tuſtification.ſanthification andredemption.For | 

vl he is, as Chryſoſt. very wel doth ſay yato the Pc0- 
thry/ot,ad pleof Antioch, allinall vnto vs, out tablc, our 

[{2-p.Ancce houſe, our garment, our head,our rqote, T othis 


WR" 021 onde doth Panizlay, Whoſocucr bee baptized in 


4 2x Chriſt muſt puc on Chriſt, as hee is raiſed vp from © 
4 the deade , by the glory of his father, 1o wee alſo | 
1 ſhould waike in newnefle of life : nowe we put on | 
1.457, ChiiſtIeſusby alinely faich,and doe wearc him a- 3 
147 bout ys,cuen as Stephen beeing in carth touched 
| aim in hcauen, * | 
(3 Tie. This is to bee diligently obſerued of vs, and the 
rather bicaule there are erroneous ſpirits, wholy led | 
by the doctrine of Diuels , who do bumbaſt them ' 
{cites with their owne righteoulnes deſtroying that | 
| righccoutnes which isby faith, | 
i; | FE - They do buttlatter and deceiuerthetmſelucs with 
\ ayainopinion ofthat which is notin them , as the | 
Lyc4:cizs who me ſpitittaxtth ſaying, Thor ſat 
| I an rico and tucreuſcawinh go:ds,Hhane need of 
nothing > knoveſt not how thou art wretched , and 
wiſeravle ard pore and blind, andnaked, 1 conn- 
faite theeto buy of me golatricd by the fire that thou 
maiclt bee made rich ,and wvite raiment that thou 
mazeſt be cloathed,and that thy filthy naked (jc 0s 
18 wot dppeare. bs Fe | of 
18.0 *  Suci asgoſtrouting, Aictting about bragging 
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| rweltome home of the prodigall ſonne "333 ooo, 
1 ofrheir workes, are like vitothe ſouldiours againſt 
\ whom in times paſt king eAge/i/ame did hght in 
battell ; who beeingthe leanett and moſt carionlie 
| J creatures which the worldes eye coulde fee, they 
- I quilted and cmboſled the quartersof their gar- 
\ RE ments with huge flappesand borders, to appeare 
. Jhuge and mightie tocerrifte their enemics;but after 

they wereyanquiſhed and flaine inthe field , and 
1 frippedof theſe yeltments, their lanke and thinne 

hides appeared to their viewe,and the encmic ſcor= 
1 nedthem : Soif we diftobe iulticiarics, and me- 
titmongers of their bragging borders, oftheir con- 
] ceited and counterfeit righteouſnes , and lay them 
F naked to the eye of the worlde,they will appcare 
the molt apiſh and ridiculous perſons as anie one 
{ canbetoide. Iris vanitie ro footh and pleale our 
ſclues1n chat which we ought to bee aſhamed of : 
q for the waces of our merits is death, Weare borne P/a:.5T 
in{inne, and conceiued in iniquitie, ſaith the king- ha 
t Þ lic Prophet, 1 feared all my workes, faiththat iult 103,15, | 
| I man Ib. The ſtarres in Gods ſight are yncleane, 
much more a vilde man, faith the ſame ſaint. If wee 
q conſider our owne mcrits wee mult deſpaire,layth 
the auncicnt father Hierome. Hee that truſteth not 71;erop, in 6. 
tohis good workes, norhopeth with himſelfe by E/ay. 
his woxkesto be iultified he hath oneliethe hope of j 
laluation,and the mercies of the Lord, {aythreues | 
rend Baſil. Being inſ/tsfied by faithwee hane peage Baſin, | | 
with God,through our Lorde leſus Chriſt , as the - kl 
bolie Ghoſt reacheth vs, Wherefore let vs with che f 
foure and twentic Elders, ſpoken of in the Apoca- Rerekd 


lips, 
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"9% lips, Take off the Crownes from our heads, and lay 
them do'yne at thefecre ofthe Lambe,! Whatſoe. © 
uer worke we doylet ys lay ir atthe fecre of Chriſt, | 
who woorketh in vs as Pe teacheth , Who' | 
ſpeaking of his labours that they exceeded others, | 


t 
8 


he Ropperh and correcterh himſelfe,ſ to o,Not 1, 


= 


but the grace of God in me, We are of 9urſelues as © 

the prodigall ſonne verie pooxelie,and wy atty» | 
red. It is God the father inhis dear ſonne,whoclo. | 

theth vs incoſtly and imbrodered garments, with 

a yeſture of gold, wrought about withidiuerſe cov | 

[f.\ | lours. Wherefore giue glotic to God my ſonne, as 

WHIT Ioſuafaidto Achmnandboalt nor of ihy ſelfe. 


Theſixth Chapter, 


Ofh::ring and ſyooes which were finder nth: 


'S herichly araieth him with a royall 
|, robe, ſo he further graceth him, ad- | 
- 'orning him with aring,, This ring 
FX) ſcrued for a {ignet and ſcale of the 
32229) coucnant and laſt will which hce * 
maketh with himznamely,that hee wauld become |: 
his God, and hee ſhould beenumbred among his | 
people,that he would be his father,and hee ſhowd | 
behisſonne:hee wonld cancell his former wicked- 
nefle,and would not remember his ſins any more. 
F Fagwf 7:gf, And no other end doth Auguſtine make of it, whe 
$0.:1n.9%2//.. he tearmcth the ring, Pignrs ſpiritzes ſantt;, the 


piedge andearneſt of! he holic Ghoſt, 7 
10 
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{ welcome home ofthe prodeeal ſorine. 23 
; 1 Thevſeofringshathbecn very ancient, for 3fo- 
© frin Geneſis makerh mention ot aring, which Ls- 
| des gauc to Thamar,asa token of his loue,, _ 
 ]- Rings ſerue eſpeciallie ro a double purpoſe, 


| For which cauſcin oldetimesrhe Romanes when 
; [they (ent their honourable Emdoaſſadours into 
 ] forraine kingdomes, they had rings giuen themin 
 [] the publikeſight and face2ofthe people, which ſer= 
| ] ved as teſtimonials of their nonorable callings, and 
| Jofthedignitie and grcat worthip which was layde 
ypon them, Ir was not then lawfull for anie to 
J weare rings who had them nat by publique com 
I miſſion giuen vatorthem. Of later times a King 
peculiartie appertayned to the famous order and 

| degree of knighrhoode, to diltinguiſh'them from 
the confuſed and common fort of people . Ir 
J was nor ſuffcrablein a baſe borne brat, to. go brag- 
ging witha ring,no nian might weare any that was 
| F not tree borne, Moreouer is was not permitted to 
J any to haue morerhen ane, yea it wasintamous 8 
yeric ridiculous to weare more then one.Gracchrs 
{ noted Nexizs for a wanton fellow of molt cffermie 
JI nate bchauijour , foraſmuch as his |rft þand was lo 
painted and gawdie,and daubed with rings, Ir 

was alwayes the cultome to weare the ring v 

the nextfinger ynco the leaſt ypon the letc hande, 

to bee in teade of a Dizdeme and Coroner ypon 
the roppe of the hart, the fountaine of all vertue,for 
{ aſmuch as a finewefrom thence excendeth it ſelfe 
ynto the heart, and therefore that tbe Ring = a 
wne 
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1 Firſt ro bee as ornaments of honour and renowne, 4fing an 
ornamente 


of honour, 
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| ſigne of vertite this arcientcuſtome ſheweth, d| 
1) aRing a Secondlie,rings ferued as ſcalesof loue, and ? 
fi} fealc of loue pledges of moth plighted cach withother, /n this FP 
| reſpeRithath beene the common cultome of1o- 'Þ 
vers, todeclare their mutuall loue and good will, FF 
by Ft Ir ioynt giving and receiuing of rings, T heir® if 
agrecment of mwudes,and fines of hatures, by no F 
ether ceremonie could bee better ſhewed Fj. by i} 
aring.'yhich cucric one cauſerh to be mac fir be- i 
fore 1:.can be worne, forifit be roo wide ir lippeth BF 
off,or it ic bee roo fireightir pincheth roo much : i 
So conforts and companions of our loues mult be* { 1 
fit anc ſurableto vs, For if they bee too loole,they I} 
will bee tooflippery,orit they be too (treight wee ® 
cannot endurethem, 

Theſe Rings which paſled to ww fro betweene | 
Jouers, vſually were enorauen,and had ſealesvpon P 
them, Such emblemes and pocſies,as might ſeeme | 
to ſtirre vppe affetions the better , and continue 
kindnefle were carued ypon them, But vnto ſuch Þ 
pride and generall exceſle are theſe times of ours 
come, as cucrietriobuler and tmeaneft mate will 
flant it witharing.Heis no bodie now adayes who | 
cannot if a maſlie and waightic ting will doe 
it,out dare a man, You ſhall ſee ſuch ſordide and | 
abieQ fellowes carrie ringes pon their fingers,zs | 
there isno wiſe man that knoweth them, that doth | 
not judge that rings are fitter and ſeamlier for their 
fecte, You ſhall haue a doltiſh fellow iette vp and 
doiwnewith a-great ſealerine; who neither know- | 
eth one letter trom another , ' neither hath at anic I 
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{ welcome home of the prodigal ſore, 253 
inc any letter for to ſeale. Eo OEne i, 

4  Butchisman howſocuer he now ſeemeth baſe 

. Fpreſpest of this his former beaſtly behauior, for ta 

,. care 2 ring, yetthe father not without good dil- 

1 F&ction adorneth him withit;for howſocuer latelie 

We was 1n Ciſgrace , yet washe arthe firſt of verie 

g Freataccount, Hee deſcended from a noble and 

Fincelic pedegree, Hee wasof the preatelt birth 

. nd parentage as pofſiblie could be ,God not one- 

k Fe giucrh grace vio a {inner that repenceth hin 

- tis hanes , bur with his grace reſtored wharſoe= 

ef behadloſtby reaſon of his finne, He is care- 

ull of our credire, eſtimation, and account in the 

« Fniddeſt of our fourrowes , as of Tacovs in the Gen.32 
Jniddeſt of his ſeruice and labours in Meſopotamia, Gene.AlL 

« (| 1-/eph; inpriſonand miſcric in Egypr, of Daxids 

n J\0!'=it te was in veric meane eſtate, whenhe kept 

$i; tachers ſheepe, whom he tooke from the itheep- 

JÞd, and preferred and extolled yntothe kingdom 

of lira el ﬀ | | 

Why then doe wee {lacke and delay our repen- 

tance,fince-we haue fo liberall and bountitull a fas 

ber, who fo plentifullierewardeth the gooddoer? 

Would we that archlthic be rather filthieſtill, then 

I Jobe mage cleane 2 Had we ratherbe bonde then 

s Yee: ſernants then ſonnes : baſe then honourable + 

PooE In vilde rayment, and appeate-abhomina- F 

le, then to bee apparelled richlie, and to beefer 

forth with a tide honourablie ? Wherefore goe - i 

j« Jthou out ofthe denne ofthy {inne, ſince thou ſeel? | 

e Ilha blefimgs God hachin ſtore for thee vppon l 


thy | 


1.54.16 
I.3471,1 7 


ark, 2© 
L 


 ftow his rich graces on thee, 


"The third Boo eof the royfull 


x fimilirude thy forth comming . .The Conie that conche! 


cloſcly in theburrow,though he durft nor ſire, 
iſſue out at the noyle and clamour and knocking} 
ofthe warrener,it is notzo be maruailed at; forked 
knoweth wellinoughthatif he pringeth out, hes 
ſhallbc entangled and catched w T p 2 net, which 

is ouerſpred for him and theretore he rather — 
ſeth ro bee woariced of theFerret,and to bee torne 

in peeces by him, thento runne himſcife into fuchy 

certaine danger dF] But there isno ſuch 
marcer to be teared ofthee,by thy comming out off 
the caue ofthy finne wherein thou doſt lurk when 
the Lord callcth thee:bucbe thou wel aflured, tha} 
when thou odcyelt the yoyce o) "the Lord, and 
commeſt ynto him, hee will embrace thee with his, 
armes,he will kiffe thee, and receiu thee, and bel} 


- Butas he gothcredit and grace him with a rig 
AF a token of his dignitie, thathe is the ſon of God! 
ſo he prepareth ſhooes for him,that bis feet might 
be as hartsfectto run the way of his'commaundes. 
mentrs,that the man of Cod might bee readic, and 
prouide d yntocuerie good w orke, | | 

That the lewes might bein readineſſeto ce 
lebrate the Paſſeouer, according to Gods ordi- 
nance,they were toaanbnded to haveſhooes ypoN 
their fecte, immediately ro depart after] it Was CoN- 
ſurmated, 

When our ſaviour Chriſt ſend out his Diſci- 
ples topreachthe Goſpel, hee willcth them that 
they be{hod with Sanca!s, 


— Pr en—_ ——  O———_— — — — —— 


_ - I eg 


WeLCOME homme of Theproateat forme” oy —— 

1 The orcat DoRar of the Gentiles -layine out eucry | 

'R al. of the complete armor of a Chuiftian rk 

; | diour,who will tight a good fight, giuerh nimthis 

Bf furniture and munition tor his teete,, charging him 

4 that they be ſhod wirhthe preparation oi the Gol= 

h pel of peace, 

\ 1 By his feeteygthar werecouercd & defended with 

| ſhaves,we may fitly and (ately vnderſtand hisaffecs 

þ;] ons, & his whole courſe of lite which dependeth 

-þ{4 thereupon - for as the feee doe beare yp the bodie, 

5,4 20d carieitto and tro whither they liſt ; fo all ouc 
ations are carried by our aficions,and are ruled, 

1 bychcir fancies. = 

This muchour Sauiour Chriſt doch infinuate 

ied by his waſhing his Apoltle Peters tcere, and by his 
replication and anſwer vnto Peter when as he re- 

I fuſedir ſaying voto him. ]f [waſh thee not thou ſhalt | 1g 

I bane nopart with me, Forindeede all our ations, 

J and endeuours are fofilthic and vncleane in his 
hght,partly chrough our naturall moſi finfull cor- | 
ruption which bringeth foorth in vs all ſordid and 
vide luſts;partlie through the cultom & condition 
of the worlde,which becing wholie fer ypon euill, 
enticeth vs to filchincfle,and that with greedineſle, 
as vnlefle Chriſt waſheth vs, by giuing ynto vs a 

on cleane heart , and renuing his holic ſpuit invs,b 
n. | tegenerating vs with warer, and the holy Gholt, 
wee can neuer enter into the kingdome ot heauen, 
Nowe becauſe there is none {o cleanſedfrom the 
filch of finae, but that he is daylic defiled againe | 
with it, For as they who doc cnterintoa Hache, « frallit ud) 
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40 1e third Booke of the idifull 
and do waſhtheir whole bo lies, ifthey doe bur 
touch the ground with th21r feere, they doe ſopol. i 
lute them, andberay chem anew as they haue need 
of a newe waſhing : ſo wee beeing cleanied from 
our ſinnes by Chriſt, and iuſtined by his grace, we | 
preſcncly ſet our aftetions yponearth, and defile 
our ſeluesagaine with our ſinfull workes, fo as it is 
moſt needfull thatourfecte ſhoulde alwayes bee | 
purified and madecleane , This is done by the | 
preaching of the worde, which guideth our feete * 
aright in the workes of his lawes, and wayesof his | 
commaundements,and orderethour goinges that Þ 
our foot{teps may nor {lide. | ; 
WE. cnceerolg Thus the father conferred a threefolde grace 
grace, vpon hisgraceleſſeſonne, Hispreuenting grace, F 
| his following grace ,, his finiſhingand pertitting F. 
prace, He pteuented him wich his grape when hee : 
jaw him firft,and eſpicd himaloofe off, when as he | 
ſaw not him: when he ſhewed mercie on him, and } 
didrunne ynto him. andgraciouſlie did fall yppon F. 
hisnecke and kiſſed him, Ofthis grace the Apoſtle F 
Pas! ſpeaketh when as hee ſayeth, Hee ſeparated } , 
mee from my mothers wombe, andcalled me by hu 
race. 
" Hefollowed him with his grace,when he cauſed I 
ſhoocsto be put vpon his feete,prepating him,andF ( 
-en2bling himto walke in his'wayes, drawing his 
feere out of rhe netre', our ofthe pit] of mire and 
clay,and bringing them intoalarge rome, arid 
finallie guiding them in the way of peace, Of the 
ſame grace y ſame apoſtle ſpcaketh likewiſe Ws : 
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_ 
Tnaue lahoured more tcn all,not [bps tne OY.0Ce of ICanT5 
Gad i 1 FO , | 

Of. bis hifhing grace ve tnall intreate inthe 
next Chapter , wh ich is ſhe wed by the banquet, 

myth and 1m ultcke which was proutded tt zeliins, 
uh this is that whereof the Catch Apoſtie Pard 

ſpeaketh in ih1's maner : /r 7; God that werketh 23J Pha 2 
4s towill and toperforme. 

B >y thismansomaments we are tau Nt now we T aemartes f 
are tove cloathed it we bee bits children, and bee ot thoſe y-- 
Wil lm cenmmredtrom cur tormer Ga Ve ua 1 
mult.o09 arayed with the weeding carmen of ho. 

Lnc{le of ii! &of puritie ot conſcience: Enery One of 
vs mult hcoas the |'oct fayth : 

Integer vite,ſceleriſy: purics, 

We mult haue the ring Ka earnc{tofche pi ft, | 
wherby:weare ſcaled yntotine ——_ edet HO | 

Thirdly and laſt'y, wee mult aug Ihy pn 
our tecte whe crevy wemay walke withou; : oFence | 
10-our feucrail callines wherein Cod 'J ath.placed 

ys: bytheſewe ſha 3 beknowne whether vweebes 

4126 orcountericit proicliors, 
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Theſeucnt;; Chapter. 


[= 


| Ofthebanguet, my it [> ed TE tele wherevith the 
WY (rtberaclcommed bs ſore, | 


_— 


Trex He father dooth followe his forme with 
bp ſuch tauour, as is Alramnocamt} admi- 
> rable, ice had abundantlie dectared his 
Wo b\ altectiong 


g-— Thethira Booke of the toiful 
affcQtons by his former mercies,butyctthar which 
followeth exccedcth all thereſt . For'iris ſuch, as 
1fuppoſe our dull tenfes arc not able to conceiue, 
the rongus of menor Angels in no wiſe can ex- © 
preſie, Wherefore being to enter into this huge O.. | 
cean ſcao! celeſtial ioyes,which the righteous lord | 
prepareth forrepentant finners,who dberuly turne 

to him, I faint with Peter when hee walked vpon 
the ſcazand 1crie out with Peter Saut me maiſter 
lealt I periſh, | 

Is ic a ſimall thing (faich David) tobethe kings 

ſonne 2 What am 1? and whatis my life, or my 
faniilic of my father in Iſracl,that ſhould be ſonne 
nlawetotheKit.g? Much ſurcly muſt be done 
vnto the mani whom the king will honour, for, for | 
him muſt bce brought royall apparell which the | 
king v{cth to weare, andthe horſe that the King | 
rideth vpon , and the crowne royall muſt bee et 
ypon his head, the rayment and the horſe mult be 
delivered by the hande of one of the: kinges moſt 
noble princes,as ſaith Haman to king Ahbaſhuroſh, 
"This honour hath beene ſhewed to this deſpi- 
{«-d perſon,asto another Afordecai,the royal robe 
by the kings moſt nobleprinces his holie miniſters 
hath beene put vpon him, The croyne imperiall 
is now beſtowed vponhim,now is there triumph, 
feaiting , and reioycing inthe lande of the liuing, 
When as Haman was in his magnificence and 
proſperitic,and wasinuited vnto the kings table,ne 
could notrefraine boafting, hee muſt needes call Yþ, 
his wie and friendes togithe to publiſh n vnto 
: cms 
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welcome home of theprodigal ſome. 
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© ourfelicitie, that God hath prepared a table for vs 
1 indefpice of onr enemies, and we hauereceyued 
1 the cup of ſaluation, and he maketh ys nowto heare 
J of joy and gladnes, that the bones which hee hath 
broken might reioyce, 
| Thisbanquetheere mentioned , 15not Hmply 
{ and groſſie tobe taken, butir is ſpirituallicrobe vn- 
| derftoode. For we muit not ſo baſelic chinke of the 

| ioyes ofthe worlde to come, as to place them a= 


4 
e 
'®. 


© mong the carnal andfieſhly delights of this preſent Iebn,4 


' euill world, H-re is another meate then you are 
aware of, as Sautour Chriſt ſayth, The kingdome 
* BofGod is not meate or drink? but v0 rearnſs eſſe and 
peace and ioy in the holie Ghoſt. I hcreisnonecce 
Jofmeare and diinke in heaven, for wee can die no 
Jmore,foraſmuch as we{halibee like vrito the An« 
Jecls, as Chriſt rolde the Sadduces, Wherctore Ice 
15not groſlie bee conceyued and deceyued with 
t Y Mahomer who was the firit that preſcribed larwes 
2 tothe Turkes and Saracens : whoſe God was his 
- Edcllie, vvhoſe Iawes were his lufts, who was carnal. 


X Fleminded, Chiilt promiſeth to ſuch who abide Like 2.3 


5 Jvwich him, and continue in temprations, that they 
ll $111 haue a kingdome, and thatthey ſhall eat and 
hy Ftrinke ar his table in his kingdome Butthis and 
ch like ſpecches are figuratiue,and borowed and 
netaken from the yſe and practiſe of princes, wh6 
hey vie, whomthey vouchſafe molt of all to ho- 
all tour , to call yntotheic Tables, and prepare ban- 
NO Fquets for them, 
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1 them : wee haue juſt cauſe to boaſt our ſelues of 
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244 TB > ihird Broke of the ioyful 


ts fealt istheretore his honour and renowns 
vi per ather $ th him :{ and thereby hee 'o- ; 
het nott Tk clic but his vntained Þu: COTrare A 
11121, It ie chilc Lo of ts vi orid C2 1} by NO © vetterh 
Ih canes exprefic tC 1Oyes Wil "Rh 


C_— . - 


HY L! INC th 7 


CN gg ylic NOM UV [31. ir £4 of 4 2 £104 t; CICTOL | l 
vhon dioy haven 1c1t occaton of oHdnefle; neo [ 
doe calithoir friendestogtner,and dþ caft amongl 
thenſeut SF his frat Eroce, q C ?Atliers joy gh t 
witch Ag COMNTTVL: {1 i 1315 TO" {| je Tet urne t! 
and itis ato:en ct we greatett 1 oy that his a” | 
can Le partaliorot, | p 

inc mMernng inen of 5 plade is , thothig i 
(0; 1NC AU ana OV Ci OV all "If 24d telic; ;tic, cg ir 


is now ſatisfied , to vic the mordcy of the kinolid Jo 
Propne 1 hen O1OTR COLh &pC che, res 0 
Ic %. aueni! Ci 67) Ae. 2nd the pltaſanr Nectary 
RING roſa iherot,js ic y Wi Ai COrrOW, neal : 
vithout {:cknelle, Rrengih withou od weaknes, and 
LE bout death, In compari! on whcrot "al worldi 
l:e ioy is heauines 97 0104 renes, all proipec] 
y ic nolt miſerable infelicitie. 7] his is that Tabl 
wiica our Sautour Chrift preach Eun of ſaying # 
Tocetoprepare a piace for you, : and when | ant 
©ONC and hauc prepared you a place, 7 will com 
avaine and take you ynto my tele, that where 
am there may you be allo, Whereuhto alſo anfxe io 
reth this his other (a ying, Fathcr, || willthattho! 
whome thou haſt giuen mec bee With mee , thFFno 
we Y Nay ſec my olorie > Whitc I thou halt giue th 
mc, becaulc thou! Maſtloucd Nic before the tout. 
Gatio 
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| 
. cations of the worl:] were layd. 
Vader the fir Cle, he comprehenderh the | 


| who!e courle an wotke of © EE * for wt! 


Z 
K Y 726 alt, » ' 4 {1+ '4 yy 1, Ts { LL” -10Y OOO 7 bt LYTLICHN 
3 1% $75 {© aI Al Li: &, 4 a) SS <ab L035 do ow , CI CEDE IT \ 
| # , G ' X X $i * y 
© 25 bis father hai {oe him vp nts etern all counſel ' 
J . ' = : ' ' | 
MM betorg the worigde was niitie ty Cte Enut and 


: ' 2 a / * BY 1 " 1 x FG Sad « * 
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AM ind-ed ynto vs, and is whatlocue: canbee ſes be 
'3 fore vS. 01215 tne lambe ot ood Will cakernn away , , 1 
> 102 cinnes or ng word, and cur Palleouer WiC x {glg, 
Y oitr ed vp 10 _ L112t tnewe wine , Wc Boeing | 
PLIS 11 n:onevwe yvellcis, refreſnern Nd makei "giad Mat,g | 
: | 
£ 


i] the heart of man. He cisthe! read GA, Came Cone 

MM (7011 Neue, which nouri'}:c ale mem who do feed lon 6 
YM of 11m 1a tairh ynio eternal Life, He t5T4C lOUNtaine 
\4Jofliuin o watcr. of which wiviecuer dtinketh ha! 1:11.4 
Aoorthir it aniemore. And what is henoteles He ET 0 
0] 15 tie waie by which wee cnter _ tc NCAUCN "7 
ic marriage Hee 1s raelight which G!tcileth 

IJ darkncs, which like theclhwdic Pillar wie ent 
w fire IC It Fac.1ts. O1 $16 Li vSi19 it 1T Me n:g/1t {ca- 
|@ ion , and id guiderh vs int; \cpath and? way that wee 
z hold wilke Fmallic. . iadcot hisfarher Wil- 
mſcom, lultifhcacion,Sanuiice! jon and regemption, 
ng In b:im the fulnes of the Godheade bodilie docth Col 2 

> Yaweil. lo hbimis our roneoutncdie, our peace, our Re. 14 
ee ioy itz EC holic G:oft, S. | 
No io this purpoie f2yti reverend Chryſe#0:;2, Chr1(uf7,ad 4 | 
1 00:20:10 well, Ch rift 1» become allt things ic noe, 137. Anzzuth, | 


1.Cor.1 


ns hd wy | 
el 4 1} alle , thy gart ent,thy houſe, thy hea 'e, and 7974.58 | 
nt! rote, 10 WROME CV niemerh Or! ren, laying : | 
F 2 p4 L ©1118 i 


| Orig, 1 Exo, 
ca, SO howv.7 


4 
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The third Booke of the ioifull 
Uerbum dri, 7 cara arcitur, oF pans, & lac, & ON 
bolera,The word of God is called i:ſh aud bread, 


2nd milke, and hearbes. Anſwerable hercumes 1 is 
this of N.cz24.nzm. Our Lord IclusCarilt is c al- 


[ed the life, the way, the bread , the wine, the true 


light,and a cthoulandchings elſe \loishee allo cal. 


led the \worde, Or:gen \ayth', Appellatur panis | F 


wite,vt babeat guſt us, anime auod degu/tet, Heeiy | 
| called the breade of life, thatthe ſoule maiec haue © 
whereupon to fecce. Oh ler vs therefore returne 
from our frnnes, and come home. vnto our fa. 
ther, that wee may taſte houe {weete the Lorde 
I5. B y him alone are our hungrie ſoulcs fedde,.) 
and by nothing elle, Wharſveuer meare 15 drcficd 
by any other Coke ,and miniltred vnto vs, it is not | 
rourſhable,bu yſonable vntovs.. For they {ell | 
tnat which is not uKap4n as Efay witneſſeth, an d | 
rey {-rue vs with that which 1s not able to {2tils } 


> vs. Butio Chriſt wee haue wharſoeuct vee | 
can wante , All thinges are ours , asthe Apoli's | 
ſayth, So that wee may ſay with Du uid, The | 


Lorde is my ſnephearde , therefore 1 can wavt : e- 


thizs, And with Paxde, Blrſſed bee God , een | 
the father of our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt who hath 6/:f. | 


fed vs with all ſpirauall bleſſinges. in heancntie 


things in Chriſt. Far how can it be but that hee wha | 


hath oincn h1s owne ſonne for vs, ſhould nat alſo giut 
10 US all this with b;m? | 

Tothis tcalling i is adioynedall mclodie and re- 
zoycing, which hath anotlier vnder} anding, as the 


former, rorthacby the true ioy ofpetuen | finners 
alwcll 


oy. "OY 
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welcome home of the prodjgallomme; 247” 
. Aafwell in this life as in the life ro come is yerie 
| 7 plainkie meant, 
; || The Saints of God doe reioyce in their beds 
. Yasthe Prophere Damuid ſayerh. For beetrg 1ſt 1s 
1 fed through fayth , they hawepeace towaras Goa, 
. Word \ 1h 3 they han toy alſo 1m affliftions. This 
% rruc joy in deede, and all other toy is coun- 
1Jtcrfeite in reſpeR of this For ioy is aunliwe- 
Jrableto defire,asreftis vito motion « When there 
i; nothing more to bee defſyred , our 1oy mute 
. Fbce 1998 . Nowe in heauen all our deſires 


are obtayned, yea more then wee can Qefire, For 


— GR © 
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ihe i hath not ſeenc, the care hath not heard, 

| K and che heart of man can not conceyue , what 

t God hath layde yppe in tore for thoſe that loue 

| him, 

| No maruell then it was that [bythe Bapt/? 1,4 


did ſpring lo for ioy in his mothers wombe , and 
: $4114 the mother of Samyel{mgeth thus ſecretlie 
: Yin her ſoule to God: My hart reiozceth in the Lord, 
rf my horne ts exaltedin the Lord, 
Euerie mans marriage day isjoytull vntohim, ,-G,1;172.. 46 

; Fandis celebrarcd with glidneſſe: much more mult * 
, Yioy and gladnefſe bee inthe dwellings of cherigh= 
x Ftcous when they are conuerted from their fines 
| to God. 
fd TIcces when they firftbudde, and arcarrayed 

with leaues and bloſlomesof ſundrie colours, are 
- FJ -ouelieto behold :{o when a {inner that hath beene 
: I ceadethrough finne,beginnethto convert, and to | 
$ I ſhew the blofloms and fult fruits ofamendment of | 
| R 4- life, | 
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ceth ofmans faluation , asitis ſhewed by three pa- 
rables in tis preſent Chanter,oft! be ſheepe , the 
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= come home of the road Tomne.. "LZf 


[c Ifthere bee ſome carthly iudges,who are ſo ten- þ 
a &® derhearted, as veeing to denounce the definitiue * ——— 
” doome of death aganltnotorious lewde priſoners | 
J fandi ing atthe bar. they cannot refraine weeping 

' 


when asthey p ubhlith it: cruly nomarualle it tuck} 
aGod hauc we,wlio when he is to execute 119ge- 
ment and it{tice againſt enormous tinners, hee 
55 mooucd Cexcced! nely and with gricte doth pu- 


—_ 


. 
bs 5% 
- L J « 
»* 


 Y oiſhchemn, | 
\ Heis as a painter,loathto Puron rhefaire i image a fimilie dd 
of which hee hath made . With the caretull huſwife, [ 


-. 9d hcewoulde hndehis loft CroAte , cuen vs who -; 
1 hiscoine, and haus the mageand AI 
S of C. eſar engraned y PPON VS , 1:41 Go. the death £3c<9.18 
oY of a inner? Ac l lie iaich God) { will not the 
4 422th of a ſtawer , but r1ther that hee repent aid 
Y- 114e. 
=o There be tome hangmen who bceing to cut oft « Gmilimu 
cY aleg,oranarmeot all -wd craitour \ AIC orieuouſ] C 
affected in their minds at the doing ; Penny ; 
»J ithcbce ſuch a one ashad bene his fi ende, God 
15K 3s our friend. yea heis our father: he cannot there» 
- 4 forecur vs oft that arc {nners, but fore againit ls 
co will;wich ſorrow he mult doit. When as s hee {hall 
'iF cometo condemnethis eui!l worlde,the heauens 
i-Y andheauenhc creatures, ſhall pur on mouraing 
2-Y qz2rmentes: 
ic the Sinne ſhall bee eclipſed,the Moone {hall | 
2} beobicued,a!! the carti ſhallbe blackeand darke | 
| round abourt,to teftific how that notwithout great 


mourning God our father doth condemne ys, In | 
lice | 
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ethira Book of the toyfull 
ke fort whenſocuer a ſinner is reclaimed from his 
vilde wayes , and reconciled ynto God , there is 
greatreioycing among the Saints in heduen for it, 
Now becauſe the ioy which God conceiucth ther- 
upon being fimplie conſidered as iris indeede, exs 
ceedeth our capacities,and cannot be expreſlec'; he 
ſpirit here condiſcend-thvnto our weaknes, {peas 
king groſlelie after the manner of. men}, alluding 
ynto the cuſtome and condition of 6ur eynes, 
ynder the myrth vicd atour ſolemne fealtcs, thas 
doweth it vnto vs. It is our faſhion when as our 
ſucceſle aunſwereth our defires , and Qur aftayres 
fall out luckilie , to prepare a feaſt a I banquer 
forour friendes, to impart to them ou ioy, bee- 
0g ſorauiſhed with it as wee can no longer hide 
it : Such isGod his ioy ofa ſinners true repen- 
tance,asbecauſe he cannot concealc it to himlelfe 
he makeththe mulicall Inſtruments to ſoundeir] 
his friends and lovers round about are conucnted, 
and made acquainted with it. 

As the Philiſtines when they had attsched 
Samfon,and had him in ſafe cultodie, the Princes 
and people were generallic aſſembled a banquet 
was prouided , a mutuall triumph and ceioycing 
was celebrated: ſo when asGod taketh holde of 
a {finncr,and hath himin his keeping, he callech his 
Angels, his hoſt ofheauen trogither,and with them 
folemnizcth this his ioy and gladnes, with a moſt 
meclodious meeting, 

A good Captaine when one of his fugitiue 


ſouldiours retyreth,and fiercelic and yenturouſli 
| aflaulter] 


2? hee cannotbur bee glad and verie ioytuil ofhim: 
- Our grande Captaine Toa Iefus Chrift , when 
1 as weerctyre vnto his bande againe, vnto the yni= 
tic of the Church, and doefight agayn(t finne our 
{ Cdeadlic enemie, hee cannot blotte our names our 

of his Booke beeing entred therein ; but hee will 
| gracioullic giue vs his hande, welcome vs, and 
| giue vs all toytull entertainment . For common- 
| liz ſuch as have beene molt ranke and horrible 
© finners,ifonce they doe take a hatred of {inne, and 
| conceyuea talte howe {\veere the Lorde is , and 
doe rcturne to him, they growe more zealous and 
hotein religion then anje other elſe, They looke 
backe with CIri2m, voto the filthic Froggesand 
plagues of Egypt, vnco the filthinefle of their for- 
merliues,and to Gods iudgements vpon ſuch wics 
| kednefle,and they praiſe God withthe beſt mem- 
bers that they have, 


A plowman more regardetha plot of grounde \ fimilitud, 


which hath bin repleniſhed , & ouergrowne with 
thornes,and at lalt becommerth fruitfull, the he wil 
of that which neuer did bearethornes,and yet was 
neuer fruitfull ; hee whoſe ſoule hath heretofore 
brought foorth the briers and thornes of ynſatias 
blelult,and all kinde of wickednes, ismuch eucry 
way accounted of, of God, if at the length his 


ſoule become good loile, & he bringeth forth gaod Heb.,6 , 


| hearbs meet for them by whomit is dreſſed,aboue 
him chat laieth waſte and is vitcrlie vnprofitable, 


albeit heretofore he hath not beene ſo hurttull, _ 


- « 


welcomehome of the} rodreal Tome. 35 


aſſaulteth theenemic, and ſtandeth to irvaliantlie, 


252,  Thethird Bookeef ihgioifull 
| As tne hard iron when tis wadered hote, is of 
o Þ | | | , 
© aftercer heatthentae bulet or coale can be mad e, 


be it neuer ſored not, becaule 1 the coficr the tubs 
ſtance is before, and inore contratic 29 the fire the 
noter itis after wen it 15 let on fire, aid overcome 
with the force of 1t 2: fo an obd:: rate and hard {: 
ner il che fire of Gods grace taket! 1 hofd ofiim,] 
is more ferent and hore in tpir rite then the {olts 
onicience, becat 1 ethe colder he w +; zelore, We 
ww ;}1C actue ric ro! od, the COnt;atic qhalitie vi Wien 
$ Proclominant and oue:commeth the coMtrazne, 
maketr, " ;heateand feruor more cxceedino, Of 
this wc FIR 2UC veric many cxampics, ah of Dauid, 
#11 1740 CH 7A, en, atcr. Pa: TA | 
Tiizio y ;(pul drather oft right appeſtaine tothc 
fonne then to the father, for his was theolorie gain, 
2nd commotitic,it made notto Godsber cfire, ti 
nothis profite, but our obedience, w exloc Dut 
Gu:1C when WE ICLTUTLLC EN [11113, oh Hat: 11110 nc ee: at 
himſcltc of our ags:cogikls otl , For | ICC | a; $30] d dio {21 | 4 
25 it was heretofore of the Aſle and th Colt. tat 
tlic Lord hathnced of vs. It was not D aids Dence 
ite tobe marricc to {bro:2l , butt Fas her great 
blefing : as it is ours tobec married cg our Chr, 
Ver the father lo infinitlie loverh vs. 25 O17 2004 NC 
2ccountcth his good, and therefore tick Cannot bit 
rc zoyce tor our! 200d, | 
The whole Trinitie 1116 oirg invnitic at our 
conformitie. The fatherrcioycerh becau! =—_ 
repentance he getteth more tonnes vihom he m 
make princes in all landes, ac loLLE i5 glad,bc- 
CaUiC 


4 
| 


f1 
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cauſe our repentance maketh his death fruitful and 
his precious red blood not to bee ſpilt in- vaine for 
vs, Ihe holy Gio! [trrumpheth and maketh boaſt 
hereof, becaulc | by our corn uerlzon IN!s HOTnc 1s (Xx. 
alced, Tis temp! ein which he may dwell ts enlar= 
e&l, &made iarre morebeautifull then the te mple 
of vr ewes, Which was called bcautiful,for he hath 
they! Dy memocrs which he may quicken, & vcllels 
which he may (till filltal of y ole othis holy grace, 
1. behooucth vs then much more torcjoice& care 
for ourtelues, ſecing the whole 1 rinitic ſo excee- 


| 
| 
| (: 19; Y re10 ye eth andcarethfor vs, Doubtlefle by 
| 
| 
' 
; 


commune (Ul in our vilde fGinnes wwe offer yntotfic 
Triniie exceeding wrong , when as wee depriue 
them of this their toy, and we grieve too much the 
holy {pijit of God by which we arcicaled ynto the 
day of reacmprion, The Lord therefofe giuc vs his 
oracetotuine trom our (12s zmukeGod ioytul! of of 
rt. Forby ts oy WC inal haze all 10y, for in his 1 10y 
i5eternallioy and glorie tor eur, 


Tic ninth Chapter, 


Wherein is fyeved by thepreſe:t eſfate of the prodi< 

gall ſanne , howe God nungleth proſpenitze with 
aauer(itio, 

| EVITA Henthe forrowesof the procioall {ons 

Short p ere cviaroed,, and he lavce m 


welcome home of the prodigalſenne. 253 © 


£535 toule, O1N when wilt thou comfort 
4 mec ? on thc Lord declared his 1 al- 
vation 
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The third Booke of the joifell 


uation, and his mercic did he openlic ſhewe inthe 
fightof the people. Deſpaire not therefore O (in. 
ner,of the louing kindneſſe of thy God,neither fall 
thou vnder the burden and heauy weight of thy at. 
fictions, for God caſterh down & raifeth vp again, 
heertakeththe (imple out of the duſt ,an{] the poore 
out of the mire, that he might ſerthem among the 
princes,cuenthe princes ot his people. As God de- 
parteth fr6 a finnerfor to humble him:ſo hee returs 
neth againevnto a ſinner to haue mercie on him, 
Itis Gods maner to temper and mingle aduerſic 
with proſperitie, and proſperitie with aduertiie, 
He hathewo ftringsto his bow, if one will not {erue 
another mut}, But hauing ſufhcientlic tamed his 
ſonne with the forrowe of the one, heenow forth- 
with refteſheth him againe with the cojufort ofthe 


other, | 
God doth not vttetlie caſt ofthis children,and 


$ -th nor his forſake hisinheritance . But whenthetime com- 
oy + aducrixy mechthatthey rerurnrohim he returneth totherr, 


F 12121.22 
BS 7, 25 


and bringethall ioy with him. | 
When as God ordainedintheolde [awe,diuerſe 
ſet ſeaſonsto be conſecrated yntofcaſting,heepre- 
ciſelie charged,thatthe firſt and latter day ſhoulde 
be more ſolemne and ioytullthen the reſt, In che 
beginningofour conuerlion,andintheende of our 
perfc&ion, the Lord doth miniſter ynto vs greater 
ladnes, Wee haue peace of conſcience,and ioy in 
the holie Ghoſt yppon ourtrue repentancein this 
prefent life, and in our perfect conſummation and 
blic wee ſhall enioy all honour and felicitic in = 
| : 
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welcome home ofthe prodigal ſonne, 255 © » | 
- kfe thar is tocome. Be our afflictions neuer ſo gric- | b 
4 vous,and come vnro extremirie,they ſhall be a: the 
| ltallrakenaway fromvs,nay the more affl:Qions 
{weindure here, the mere joyes and comforts wee 
ſnall enioy elſe where . Great and vnſpeakable 
were the ſorrowes of the Iiraclites whileſt they 
werein Eyyprt,but the Lord did not leaue them in 
the midſt of them, but deliuered them our of al,and 
eaue them noble victories over all their enemies,ſo 
long asthey obeyed him. If there had beene a hun- lobn, 3 
dred water pottes at the marriage at Canaa as 
| there were but {3xe, Chriſt might and woulde as 
Jeaſfile and willinghe haue turned them into wine: 
{ hee both can and will turne the waters of our 
| aduerfities, rhough they rageneuer ſo much, ſo 
Js the ſtreames thereof runne ouer our ſoulcs 
nto all kinde of comfortas molt delightfull wine, 
wlich gladdethall our hearts, if ſo bee wee will 
| turne ynto him at the laſt , The ſufferinges of 4, Pe Re 
giuer 
Gods people cannot bee perpetuall , bur ſor- profperiric 
Jrowe muſt depart, and ioy mult returne at the in hi due 
laſt, UMC., 
Bur yet hee ſuffereth vs firſt for good cauſes to 


be cuill intreated,to wanderto and tro, andto ſufs | 
{ fer all aduerfitie before hee ſendethvs his gracious 
| 
| 


{ helpe which bringeth proſperitie, The widow wo- 2.King.4 
man was firſt broughtto all pouertic, before by his 

Prophet he would ſupplie her neceſſtie.Before the L 
Ifraclites were deliuered,, they were brought to | 
the exigent, the ſea was before,and the Egyptians 

dchind them , ſoas thenchere was bur ſmall _ | 
lc 


God is not 
canged, 
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-he only ltaggreth an! is ever moonitoabe; and is 7! 
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efbira Booke of | the zift ll 
Ictt of deliueric oi them , Hierufalen) was reſcu; 
and {aued irom S24c95, 19 , bur &, #/ 2chah an 


his rabblements nad icaled the w allgs firlt, and 
were atthe gates, The woman was cured of her A * 


bloodic iflue. but f(t {]cc {Dent ail {hee had vpon 
Phiſitians; The prodigall {onne was honourablie 
entertain G,and with all gobd things repls niihed, D 
but fir{ hfoherbiifored: him to bed (erulye en- Y* 
treated , yea, alnolt witn famine and all extremy. {]/ 


tic alot | : 
And yet jorall chis,in tne Lord tha 1s$no varia. Þ 


blencſſenor thacdow ol chauge, 1 ngchange and | 
alteration is in. the crcacuregaind not i}: tie Creator; | 
whois ulwaiesthe ſarne. When t11 it the inp ſerterh 
out from the hauen, and Jaunchern into ihe ceepe; | 
the larg:aed houtes bard by fcerato imtharis in I) 
the ſniptototrer co And tro, ads. (hay nec linlelie þ 
mooueth nor atal, when 25S 1t 15 (ti; it 'contrar.e.ior Þ 


IMNouca; DiC, and cannot ive {tirred, Sarc:l Was V Ccri@ : 

{ortith, and ncreafonad abjurcite wt bt nasfr fayd; 
be Lord bath dey 71 cu tron, me, andthe 2 itn 
from $a, butit was 6.211 thatde pared 2p) 
Thetacher eparredncotirom ie prpdigpll tonne, EF" 
bur the procig3ll {onnNe 100k ENS vaygaries, ane} de- 
parted tic! "x 1stathnch Andieisis olugcalefor God 
isalwaycs one, Hmarvine thatthou Ys mm hi 
ting (1ii!,apd onerha: tirceth athisrighe hand'riteth 
vp and ficteti at fits leirtls 2t not wkfeft that this 
man thatilite actha!dchangeth _ is theman 
tha 
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7 that mooucth,and that the other al the while moo- N: 
vech not; ſo we wh-n we are at the right hande of | 
Gocls mercies,and do wilfullic turne by our finnes 
and wickednes,into the left hand of his iudgement, 
J isnot this alteration , and turning wholie in our 
ſelues 7 1: is a cleare caſe that it is. God ſaid indeed 
I bychemouth of his Prophet Tonas,Yet within for - 191 x S 
tre aayes, 4nd Ninueh ſpall be deſtroyed : And yer 
1| i::ych wasnot then deftroyed,and yer God was 
1 not<hargcable, For the Niniuitesthat then ſtoode 8 
A ztb's teithand by reaſon ofthcir ſinnes, and were I 
the:3 tobe ſtroken,turned co his right hand by their 
p-dic repentance , and ſo eſcaped that iudge= >... ard 
men”, Theprodigallſonne when he was at Gods ciousthogh 
Alc i:2nd,and ſhould haue periſhed, in time turned ſinners hee 
Jroto hisright hand,and'fo was entertained 2 God Yagracigus 
{cannot but haue arecourle to his wonted mercie; | 
Alice tubborne Tewes exaſperated him mightiliez 
ind prouoked him wrathtullie to thunder againſt 
 theminchis maner :Oh ſinful! ration, ol: people las Eſai.t 
Uber with iniquitie,the ſeede of the withed and cor- 
rt chilaren the daughter of Syon ſhal remraine like 
J:cottegein a Vineyard, like a lodge ma garden of 
 ACnrnmbers,andlike abeſieged (tre, Bur prefenthie 
Jtis heate is allayedandqualfied,and he ſpeaketh 
| Fihus mildlie and meekelie ynto them, Waſp you; 
make youcleane take away the enill of your workes, 
though your ſins were as C rimſen,they ſhal bemade 
White 4s ſnowythou gh they be red as Scarlet they hal 
be as wooll : if ye conſent and obey,ye ſhall eate the 
goedthings of ths land, _= like maner mg | 
£ 
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the Prophet Amns.l lift v ,vpor you enien a lamen- 
tation of the houſe of I [rael,the vrgin] (racl is falls, 
ardſnall no more 7iſe.But by and by he/mittigateth 
his mood,ſaying : Seeke the Lord and je ſhall line, 
Our ſorrowes ende with finne, and God :umeth 
with a ſinner. Iudgement is turned into mercie, 
when finne is turned into repentance, And this 
doth Dad inliuehe ſort declare - If mzy people for- | 
ſhe my lawes, 4nd walke not in my inagements ,if 
they leane my ſtatutes and keepe not my commande- | 
ments,1 will viſit their iniquittes with\the rod, and © T1 


their (nnes with ſconrges : heere is his wdgcment, = 
Butturne thine eye and bchold his mercie: But wy þ 
mercie ard lowing kindnes will I not wtterlie take 
rom him euer. Godtaxed Adzmyrieuouſlic for | 
i ſnne.and laydea verie heauiciudgement ypon 
him , enioyning him to hard labour, to bring in þ 
his living with the ſweate of his face, and tur- | 
moyle of his bodie : but this labour was Riinted | 
and reftrayned to his time, that it ſhould not bee 
perpetual, and therefore hee addeth, yntill thou 
returne vnto theearth from whence| thou cameſt, 
And when our firſt parents finned, 'and God was 
to cxpell them the pleaſaunt Paradiſe, albeit they 
had orieued him, hee had mercie enthem, and 
maketh them garmentes of beaſtes skinnes to de- 
fende them from the rage of time, | and to couer 
their ſhame, that their nakednefle and filthineſſe 
might not beſeene, Heefin finuateth by this courſe 
taken with Adam , that hee will rd the {ame 


courle with Adams children that/in the middeſtJ 
if © #7 AC ox 0 
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welcome home of the proarratJorme. mmm 
” ofiudgement he willremembermercie, andtl.. 
© hee will ypon our conuerlion thew vs his comp41 
hon, Wherefore ariie from thy {1p,and Chrilt, (hall: 
viue thee lite : deſpaire not ot his grace , for hee 
hath medicine to heale all our woundes, God 
woundeth vs atthe fit , but it is ro heale and cure 
Irsatthe laſt, 


The tenth Chapter, 


I That God wſuallie gineth vnto a ſruner, wore then | 
| hecanacke. 


= He prodigal! ſonne not only ſpcedeth 
with his father of his ſute,but he recet. 
aech ofhim more then he delircd. Hee 


bonne, He prevented him morcouer with his libe= 
Jrll bleſſings, and graciouſlie receyued him with 
ll feaſting and reioycing. Whercia wee may ſec 
How farre God exceedeth the manner of mcn, and 
bow mans kindnes is in no fort proportionable yns 
tothe Lords goodnes. 

Whenas eAbſalon had murthered his brother 3-54-24 

Ammo, Danid bis tather was inlome fort contered 
tobe intreated for him;but he wold not grant him 
Micceſſe ynto his preſencezto ſee his face againe, Bur - 
{Gods good grace is ſuch, ashenor onelyremitteth | 
 Flnners, but aqmitteth them to his preſence, recey- 
Jucthchem co his table, and ſuffrerhthe continuallie | 
% "26648: Rom | © _ | 
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' > beholde their fathers face , It is nottherefore Þ# 
wicheut good foreſight & experience of his boun- its 
tie, thatthe bleſſed Apoſtle Pag/tearming God Br 
the father of allmercie , not content therewith ad- II] 
dethro his ſtile this inft title, 7 he Gag of all conſ9- Ya 
[at;on.He thinkethit not inough to ſay, that hee is Ei 
mercitull, but by amp!yfyic it thus, hee woulde ff / 
ofuc vnto hima kind ofabſolute and oucrflowing Yd 
mercie. It bcloneeth to mercie onclie to forgiue 
{1nncs,but God Rtayerh not there, but followethvs NF 
with: his grace preuenting future {innes. Vpon this Þ 
wy loule receyuerhgreat comfort:ahd from hence 
(deare Chriſtian) whenſocuer thou humbleft thy YL 
foulc before God, and exhibitcſi thy ſutes and ſup- Ret 
plications vnto him, thou maielt cheere and coin- 
fort thy perplexed conſcience, For thisisnot writ- 
renin vaineforvs, for it ſerueth livelie, as allother With 
ſcripture giuen by inſpiration to inſtruct & comfort Jo 
vs. The meditation thercfore whileſt 1 muſe ypon Jdis 
this man is this, which my ſoule maketh: That it is} 
viuall with God,not onelieto grant the lawfull re-FEc 
queſts and petitions ofhis ſeruants , but allo bee 
cauſe hee beſt knoweth our neccſſities, to giue vsRÞn 
ſuch graces as are needfull for ys, beyonde our reel 
queſts, Hereof wehaye inſtances innumerable igflic 
theScriptures,and we ſhall do well when our caſo; 
requireth comfortto meditate yponthem, Abraghic 
ham belought God onelic for the life of Iſmael 
ſaying vnto God, Oh that 1ſmael might line beforgſtec 
thee, But wharwas the comfort which AbrahamJhe 
receyued 7 Trulie much eucrie way, more _ hg] th; 
| c 
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> heart conceyued : for God thus anſwered him, | 
Erich thy wife ſal beare thee a ſorne,ara thou ſhalt | 
| Rell his name iſaac 5 andas concerning 1ſmaell 
- Mlhare beird thee,audewelnue Princes ſhall he beget, 
- Ra:dl willraakea great nation of him. Thus bettde 
the lite of ſel which hee granted tie ſurnme of 
Abcabams {ute, it1 hisabundant mercie aboue his 
# cefire, he ſent him allo /ſaac, and vouchlated ſuch 


Zauour and orace to Iſmael, asto blefle him ſo, as 
Jkings procceded from hisloynes, 
s$) Salomon onelic requeſted Wiſedome for the 
e © better carriage of him(elfe in his gouernment: the : 
? Lord beſide wiledome which hee g2uc him abouc 
« Fothers, heaped vpon himiiches and worldly pro- 
* Aberitie far aboue others. 
l - Ezechias requeſted buclife at Gods hande, 2-&ing.20 
ine Lorde not onely graunted it , but gaiie him a 
tMong life,and graciouſly added fiftcene yeeres vnto 
lis dayes. 'D 
5 When asthethree kings of Iſrael, Iudah, and *** $3 
-HEdom were to warre with Moab, and were great- 
*Fie ditrefled chrough wantot water fortheir hoaſt, 
Fznd tor their cattell, and came vnto E/ja the man 
Þ' God forſupplic in this behalte; che Lord nocon- 
Wc ſatisfied their hearts defire, bur moreouer went 

out with their armics before them, and gaue thetn 

mictoric ouer che Moabitcs, 
# The widow woman that was deepelic indeb- 2.King 4 
ted , and had nothingtoſatisfie her cruc!lcreditox 
ne beeing vrgent, and could not bee anſwered,bur 
Wttat her two ſonnes muſt become his bondmaen, 
; S 3 according - 
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accoreing tothelawe, hauing nothing elle to dif 
charge hisaccounts, When ſhee Lame vnto the 
Prophet, bemoaninoher miſhap, andrequired his 
belpe tothe Lordin ber behalte, ſhe forthwith ha 
eh acomfortable reliefe , as ſhge had Oyle i 
nouch vinen her, not ondic rodeftay allkinde of 
arrerages which was all ſhe defired y but ſufhcient 
beiidero ſupplic future wantes , which was more 
then ſhe detired. b 

Thoſe thatbrought the man of the paltic vntall | 
Chriſt, defired bu tbodily health for him:bur Chriſt 
not onely healed his hodic, but cured his ſoule like 
wite, fayingvnto him : Sore bee of good comfort $) " 
thy [rrmes are foroizen thee. P 

"The theefe befought Chriſt onelyto remember. [ 
him when he came vnto his kingdome : but Chriſt) « 
moreoucr protnifcd him Paradiſe , jand that hee? 
ſhould be with him that day in his kingdoine. q c 

The rulcrrequelied bur life for his ſcnne, and © 
Chriſt gaue immediately life ro his ſonne, and fah! { 
to the father, which the father defired nar, qt 

Moſes defired God thathe might ſee hisglorieyyh !: 

| butGodanlwered him, [will makeall my good ': L 
before thee. tis ealte torip vp many ma examples h 
furcther:o enlarge this cofortable doCtrine, but theſe 7 
may fatisfic a belecuing Chriſtian, Vherefore ler} 
the diligent regard hereof raiſe vp out ſoules, when- 
locuer they are ſmitcen and caſt downe with ſor-f1 Nn 
xowesby reaſon of our ſinnes, and doubt wenottoff fa 
approach before him,be we neuer fo f nfull, he be-}] V 
ng lo mercifull, 1% 
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The cleuenth Chapter, EN 


, Of the felicttre of the faythfwll, figuredby the mu 
twall mnyrl h and meloae [ hat WAS »ade for the 


Of 
dd forfull welcomming home of the proargall 'ſonne, 
'ﬀ« 


He Cataſtrophe of this Comedie and 
Aconcluſion of this hyſtoric is excee- 
i: | ding comfortable 2 for it endeth with 
rac myrth and ioy wichour eade, In this 


py 


_— 


man istultilled this Aphonime of che Propher, He 'pp.y x26 
that gozth #n his way mourning , and carieth out 
| g0od ſeed, doubtleſſe ſhall returne home againe with 
Þ1 wy and bring his ſheaues with him. | 

7  Thismans eftateliuclie repreſenterh our future 
2 condition, For if we ſhall returne home from our 
q cuill wayes vnto our fathers houſe with him, wee 
7 ſhall bee partakersof his joy with him 2 Hee ſhall 
1] turneourheauineſfle into ioy, hee (hallputoff our 
| ſackecloath,and gird vs with gladnefle, Wee ſhall 
be filled with the plenteouſneſſe of his houſc, and 
1 heſhall givevs drinke of his pleaſures, as out of a 
river, 

The holie ſpiric of God taketh a great grace, in 
ſhrowding and cowching matters of maine mo- 
ment ynder the feweſt words that may be. itisthe 
faſhion ofth& world incheir fabulous dilcourles to 
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] viertedeouscircumſtances. Proycrt ampulls,c> ſe- poetic 


91rpedatia verba ; it rappeth on ſuch a tumultuous | 
S 4 confuſion 
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confuſion of wordes, as to one thing thac is true, 
| you ſhall haue the admixture of innumerable lies, 
I] a fimilitude Jristhetrickeot ſuch as are detoriicd co paint 
| outthcmſclues, and toſeta good didvp.n a bad 
cloath to bragge itour, and to beare ©ur their ble- 
milhes with their brauerie. Such marc as is vnlae 
{milituce yorie,multbe ſctour wich ſuch ſawcdasmay firre 
vp theappetite, for otherwite thc {tonjacke cannot 
digeſt it ; burthe hmpletruth howlocyer are and 
paxed tappeareth, isexcceding beautifull : Saly- 
08 11 his royaltic may not Lec matthed With it, 
Thetruth of Gods word is full of cl and ſappe, 
tis meate that may be relliſhed witfiourt curious 
cooking it, Loherenowe the vnlocai;able toyes 


_ 


be merrie.' Andtruly when wee haue fayde what 

= wee can of the ioycsof beauen, though we hadthe 
= tongues of Angels, wee mult at the la{t come to 
if this poynt, and conclude with the ſpirite, That 
q* then wetſhall bemertic, For myrth and gladnefle 


"per. 9 is the torall ſunme, The Lora hall wipe away all 
teares from our eyes, | 

= But yet howſocuer we cannot wade through 
1 | 


the depth hereof : yer curſorilie, and as ir were 
pailing by it, itis not amiſle that wee take atalitc 
of it. 
Ir isto bee diſtinguiſhed from the momentani: 
myth which this world affoordeth vs}, deceicfull 
and changeable, Fer the myrth of tabyets ceaſeth, 
1 the nnyſe of them that reroyee ceaſeth 1 and the to} 
WW oailitide of the harpe ceaſeth,Themulcrable mirth of wotld- 
bi ; lings 
vn 
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of heauen aretruſied vp in a worde, 7hey began to | 
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] vithinthem. Iris therefore ratherto be franticke 


LCOMe HOme 0] FIT pr omg we yereces OP RO » Þ 
) lings islike the fonde ioy of birdes, picking vp of 5 
* cornevndernets that are ſpred for theme And of fi- | 
ſhes that greedily ſwallow vp the baite wherewith ; 
the hooke is coucred, As ſtrong poylon is often a limilirude 
mingled with our pleaſant meates ; as the whore 

of Babylon tempered the dregges of herfornica« 

non ina golden bowle of wine : fo ſorrow is often 
 ſhrowded ynder the veile of ioy ;our table and de- 

! lightes are often ſnares ynto vs , and the way to 

q death, Such mirthis butin ſhewe, it isnomyrth 

indeede ; Iris like the Bowlderbuſhes erowneg in ” 

the fennes, which in the ſpring and ſummer ſeaſon * —— 
| haucaliuely greene hew,and {mel much outwards 

lie,but if you breake them they haue nothing ar all 
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4 and madde,then to be any thing elſe,to bee miſled —_ 
7 with ſuch myrth, and who ſocuerare miſcarried * o__ 
| with it,they reſemble maddemen, whobeing in a 
phrenzie,and ncare vnto their death, doſmile and — = 
] makelaughter, Whileſt the voyce of man comy 4 {imilitu 
4 meth out it promiſeth much matter, for manye 
thinges do concurre betore it bee expreſſed, the 
tongue,the teeth,the palate,and the lips;and when 
all come to all it isnotliing but a ſoundereuerbera- 
ting the ayre: ſo manic thinges doe conſpire and 
meetetogither to allure vs, and delight ys inour 
worldlie merriments, but when our breath goerh 
out of ys, and we returne vnto our duft , and the 
earth 1s our couering, our ioy departeth from vs, 

But our myrth in our fathers houſc in the life ts 
come, is the onely durable and complete myrth. | 

Th There | 


FF ORe of f 1zorfull 
There wee ſhall fee what can bee deſi ied, and be« 
yond ourdefires. Forthe eye hath not ſeenc, the 
earc hathnot heard,neither can the heart c oncei Ic, 
the things that God hath prepared for them that 
loue him. Wee ſhall there hunger no! more, nels 
ther thirſt anie more, neyther ſhall/rthe Fauna 
light on vs, neither anie heate :; for the Lambe 
which is in the middelt of the throane, {hall go- | 
uverne vs, and ſhall leade ys vnto the! lively foun- 
rainesof waters, and God hal wipe away al teares 
from our eyes. 

This myth in ſome ſort may bes manifeſted 
ynto yvsby the mynh in this worlde , which wee 
often yppon ſundrie occurrences doe conceyue, 
The myrth is much which is among 1 my kinſ- ; 
folkesand allyes yppon their ioynt rnecting, ha- 
uing before beene along time fodrdh . _ 
Tofep h made himſelfe knowne to his rethren,, i 
paſleth the ioy that wasthen berwixt them, hy : 
ſeph was ſo rauiſhed with the fight of them, as 
hee could not refrayne teares, crying out ſo lond- 
lie, as the houſe ſounded with the noyle of it, the 
£ Egyprians heard it, the houſe of Pharas heard it 

alſo, Butthe heauens ſhall clappe theirhandes,the 
Saints ſhall reioyce and ſing , crying with alowde 
voyce, ſaying : Saluation commeth of our God, 

tharſitreth ypon the Throne, and of the Lambe : 
erebbling and quauering with (weete concent and 
aſlent, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabbaoth: 

when we come ynto the mount Syon,and citie of 


the liuingGod,to the celeſtial Hicruſalem,& com- 
panic 
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panicofinnumerable Angels,andto Ieſusthe me- 
diator ofthe newe Teſ}ament, where wee ſhall all 
meet togither,and (it with Abraham, T/axc and [as 
gob,in the reſurrection of the iult, 

At our ſolemnetealts there vſe to bee ſolemne Eftber,x 
ioy, When king eAhyſpacroſy diſpoſed himlelte 
to bee merrie with his Princes,and ſhew the riches 
and glorie of his kingdome, and the honour ofhis 
Maicltie, hee feaftedthem an hundred and foure- 
ſcoredayes togither : therefore infinite will theioy 
and triumph bee in the court of heauen, when the 
king of all kinges ſhall teaſthis deare Saintes, not 
fora time, bur tor all eternicie, and ſhall ſhew them 
his heauenlie digniic and telicitie which is prepa- 
red forthem, 

Icis vſuall with many to celebrate with mirth Gen.zo 
the memoriall of their birth , when it rather occas Mark 6 
foneth ys with Ieyexzie and Tob, to bee heauie for (99.29 
it : Pharao ſolemnized the day of his natiuitic ag 
with triumphant feaſting , andio did Hezed-: yet 
this myrth and muſick was mixed with mourning, 
for the oneat that time hanged his chicfe Baker, 
andthe other beheaded innocent 7ohr: the Bap® 
ti/?, But in heauen when we ſolemnize ournewe 
birth, wee ſhall haue all ioy without mixture of ſor- 
row,there can neuer any more miſeric or calamitie 
befall vs. 

The wiſe men of the Eaft were exceeding yy,,, , 
glad when they ſaw butthe Starte, which progno« 
fticated and foreſhewed the natiuitie of our ſauior, 
There{ore when wee in heauenſhall bee partaker | 
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T Bookeofihegoifull 
ofhis glorie, then muſt needes ourheartes be filled 
with laughter,and our tongues with 10y. 

 Welee howthe birdesofthe aire are ioyfull at 
the ar. {ing ofthe ſunne, ckirping andfinging, and 
leaping vpon the branches. Wherefyre whenthe 
ſonne of righteouſneſſe appeereth comforting our 
bearts,how ought we to skip like a Hart.colcape vp 
and downe like a yong vnicorne? It wasa ioy to 
Adam when he was in hisprofpericie,in his earthly 
Paradile,in his created holines;but aftetward when 
he hed tranſgrefied the mancate God gaue him, 
and did degenerate from his firſt creatipnghis harp 
was turned into mourning,and his organesinto the 
voice ofthem that weepe. What joy then will ic be 
yntovs when wearein heaucnly paradiſe , where 


| | 
wecanſinieno more, and fo conſequently can 


ſorrow no more, wnere are all kindesof pleaſures 
in aboundance, at the right ofthe father for eucr- 
more ? 

The foure leapers when: they entred into the 
Aramitescampe, and {hared out their goods,they 
mutuallie ioyed one an other forthat happe . Oh 
therefore let vs be ioytull rogither, let vs reioyce in 
our beddes For our joy isas the ioy of harueſt, and 
as menreioyce when they dinidea ſpoyle.For the 
hoaſt of our finnes ſhal then be diſcomtited: when 
we arein heauen, Sathan ſhal no more haue ought 
todowith ys, death ſhall bee deſtroyed,and ſwal- 
lowed vpin vyictoric,allour enemies ſhall flieaway 


before vs, and wee of Gods houſholde (hall diuide 
the ſpoyle, 
| Though 
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We come Bore ofine prom ue pou... _ 


Though we hung our harpes ypon the willowe 
trees, when we fate by the waters of Babylon, yet 
: |now Q man of God,call forthy inftrument, awake 
| -|Juteand harpe, andlet ys awake carlic, and letys 
ſing the Lords ſong in our owne land. 
| Itherthat hath matters of law depending in judi- 
| ciall courts,cannot but þe glad when his calc is put 
to his counſellor and aduocate to be comprimitted 
and awarded, for he is thereby ſure thatic will goe 
wel on his{f1de-Why then deere Chriſtian comfort 
thy ſobbing and ſ1ghing ſoule , forthis is thy caſe, 
thy ſinnes that pleaded againſt thee at Gods barre, 
2nd were like tro condemine thee, are put to Chriſt 
thy ſauiour & redcemer,tovmper and determine 2 
ſoas weneed not teare, forrhough weſin wehaue 


an aduocate with the father, Jeſus Chriſt the iuſt, & 1.Iom.3 , 


he ische propitiation for our finnes-our finnes ſhall 
rather adorne vs then diſerace ys, becauſe ofhim, 
For icis nodiſgraceto hauc a rent garment,if fo be 
| irmay bchidden and couered with a lace : our fins 
| arerents,and the red blood of our ſweet ſauiour, is 
the redde lace which hath coucred the ſcame and 
rupture of our {innes. 

If che men of Bethſhemethreioyced with them - 
ſelues becauſe they hadeſpied the ark of the Lord: 
wee ſhall haue much morgmatrer ofmyrth aff or- 
ded ys when weſhall {ce the veric heauens open 
readietorecciuec v3,and we ſhall eſpic Ieſus art the 
right hand of his father, who hath prepared a place 
fot vs. 
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| Ig 
as s Chriſt rs into his houſc, but gladder may 
we berthat he will youchſafe to enter inco our fouls, 
that we ſhall dwell with him,and he with ys in his 
fathers kingdome world w thout ende, 

The Rk ern when he found the treaſure in 
the field,he could notreſt for toy,bur forthwith de- 

arted,made a ſale of allthat he had in|the worlde 
bef de, to make purchale of the field ; Bur all the 
neaſines of God the father in his ſonne Chriſt, ſhal 
be giuenvnto vs, Baſe therefore in our eyes is the 
vanitic ofthis world , we willinglic rehounce it to 
make ſo good a change, and wee ate glad of ſuch 
{uccelſle. 

When Salomon was aduiced to his Ahers crown 
and dignitic, all the pcoplepiped with pipes, and 
woiced with great ioy, ſothat the earth rang with 
the ſound of them. We ſhall ſee our Chriſt the king 
of pexce,who hath triumphed valiantly, who hath 
pur downe all his enemies vader his feete yerie ex- 
ceeding glorious , crowned with maieſtic and ho» 
nour: our hearces therefore ſhall be glad, and our 
eongsſhall reioice,for theltaffe of our ſhoulder, the 
wo ofour burden the rod ofour oppreſſor balbe 

roken asinthe day of Midian. Wherefore rcioice 
in the Lordalwaies,and again/1ay reivice. Let che 
floudsclapthcir hands, and letthe hilsreioice. Let 
the ſingers go before, and the minſirelsfolow after, 
andlertthe damſels come playing with their pipes. 
Les the Leuites daunce before the arke, and letthe 
prieſts be clothed with gladnes, and lec vs all ling 
praiſes ynrothe holy oneof Iſrael, C.? 
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